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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 


FOR THE YEAR 1871-72, 


OF 


THE GRAND COMMANDERY. 


SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 


DECEMBER 7th, 1871. 


#5 SPECIAL ASSEMBLY of the Granp CoMMANDERY 
Z \ or KniGHTs TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT ORDERS OF 
@2c8 Massacuuserts AND RHope Isianp was held in Hud- 
son, Mass., on Thursday evening, December 7th, 1871, at 
seven and one half o’clock. 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. E. Sir Nichoias Van Styck . . . Grand Commander. 

V. E. Sir Cuantes A.Srotr .. . . Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Horace Danrets ... . . . Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Henry CHICKERING .. . . . Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. Groree 8. Noves .. . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Sutuivan C. SUMNER acting . . Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir ALFRED F,. CHAPMAN . . . . Grand Recorder. 

E. SirGeorce W. Ray... . . . Grand Warder. 


E. Sir Gzeorce E. S8taczy ... . . Grand Captain of the Guards. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in form, in the vestry of the 
Methodist Church, where the services of constituting the 


. 
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new Commandery, and installing its officers were perform- 
ed in the presence of the Sir Knights assembled and their 
ladies. 


The R.E. Grand Commander announced that this spe- 
cial assembly was called for the purpose of constituting 
Trinity Commandery of Knights Templars, and installing 
its officers. 


The official entrance of the Grand Officers was proclaim- 
ed by the Grand Warder, and they were received by the 
Sir Knights of the new Commandery, who had formed their 
lines in due array, with all the honors due on the occasion. 


The R. E. Grand Commander at once took command, 
and proceeded to form and open Trinity Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders in due and 
ancient form; and proclamation was made thereof by the 
E. Grand Warder. 


The official obligation was administered, and the R. E, 
Grand Commander, assisted by the V.E. Deputy Grand 
Commander and the E. Grand Prelate proceeded to install 


Sir Nataan 8. CHAMBERLAIN . . . . Eminent Commander, 
Sir Wituiam E.C. WorcksTeER . . . Generalissimo, 
Sir WILLARD HotewTton ...... Captain General, 


together with the other officers into their respective offices. 


The usual proclamation was made by the E. Grand War- 
der, Sir George W. Ray, after which the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander delivered the following official 


CHARGE. 


Sir Knights of Trinity Commandery : 


My immediate predecessor having on the eighth day of April, 
A. D. 1871, granted you a dispensation, and the Grand Com- 
mandery having been satisfied with your entire proceedings 
under that dispensation, at its last annual assembly granted the 
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charter which has now been delivered to you in the manner 
prescribed by the rules of our order. 

You now add another link to the golden chain of command- 
eries under the immediate control of the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, a link yet shining with its 
new and unworn metal, but at the same time giving evidence 
that it is both pure and strong. 

Of what a glorious chain do you now form an integral part ? 
how well have its other parts withstood the destroying hand of 
time? indeed, it has but lost its glitter to show-the sterling 
worth of its material and has thus become the more loved and 
prized by all well wishers of our order. Who would wrench 
one link from its honored place? who destroy its beautiful sym- 
metry ? what a glorious circlet is it to adorn the neck of An- 
cient, Free and Accepted Masonry, to which we all owe fealty, 
and upon which is founded the noble orders you are now 
authorized to confer. 

You, Sir Knights, have taken upon yourselves, with the per- 
mission of the Grand Commandery, to look after the interests 
of Templar Masonry in this part of our jurisdiction, and in go 
doing you have taken upon yourselves no slight duty, for upon 
you rests the responsibility and you will be held to that respon- 
sibility, of forming whatever name of honor or otherwise our 
institutions shall bear within the limits of your jurisdiction. 
You, and you alone, will be held responsible for its exerting 
that influence that “an institution founded upon the Christian 
religion and the practice of the Christian virtues” should 
spread throughout this fair region. 

Here should be taught the “duties of charity and hospital- 
ity ;” here virtue should ever find its protection and reward ; 
here virtue should be practiced for virtue’s sake; here justice 
should ever be dispensed without regard to person or sta- 
tion ; here merit should be the only question as to a brother’s 
advancement ; here truth, the greatest above all things else in 
power, should always be recognized and taught ; here it should 
always be urged as the grand result to be attained; here benev- 
olence, that grand allevistor of the hardships of life, should have 
its principles ever diffused and such benevolence should teach 
every Sir Knight to be ever ready to distribute alms to poor 
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and weary pilgrims travelling through this vale of tears ; here . 
should be deeply impressed upon every Knight the lesson that 
suffering and want whether near or afar should ever demand 
at his hands alleviation and relief; here the hungry should be 
made full and the naked ever clothed, whilst the suffering 
wounds of the afflicted should be “bound up” by the kindly 
hand of brotherly relief and friendship. And Eminent Com- 
mander, you by your recent vows have taken upon yourself the 
obligation to do and enforce upon your brethren all these duties, 
and it cannot be doubted but that you will faithfully perform 
all the obligations imposed upon you by your sacred vows. 

The existence of a Commandery of Knights Templars in any 
community, whether that community be a village with its sim- 
plicity, or a city with its luxury and wealth, can be but a bene- 
fit to such community, for it is the practice of those precepts 
which are taught in our asylums that elevate and advance our 
race by alleviating the asperities of life, breaking down the 
barriers of prejudice, and in place of bigotry and intolerance, 
creating in us a belief that good may be in all and not con- 
fined to ourselves, and that truth is not only to be found in 
our own belief. Bo tg 

Who can estimate the influence for good upon our people of 
that spirit of toleration, not alone religious but political and to 
some extent social, which every Templar mason, and indeed 
every mason has had instilled into his mind from the time he 
first entered a lodge room until he received his last degree in 
Masonry, or until he was created and dubbed a Knight of the 
last of our orders. I say upon our people, for each and every 
one of us become, so to speak, missionaries practicing and teach- 
- ing the profane by that practice, the beauty of fuith in our 
fellow man, the lesson of conceding honesty to another when 
holding or expressing opinions very opposite to our own. 

This toleration is the very foundation of our American insti- 
tutions and more especially distinguishes them from those of 
other countries and of other times, and is supposed to have had, 
if not its birth, its growth in the strong soil of American Lib- 
erty. But we as masons know that this same lesson has been 
ever taught upon the floor of our lodges, and that it isa cardi- 
nal point in the practices of Knight Templarism in the United 
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States, for we ask no novitiate to what particular faith he 
adheres or to what sect he belongs, nor to what church or relig- 
ious society he is attached, nor whether he believes in predesti- 
nation or election, in immersion or other baptism, but simply 
require a belief in Christ and him crucified, that Christ offered 
himself to and suffered death as a propitiation for the sins of 
he world; we do require that he must believe in the crucifix- 
ion, the resurrection and the ascension of our Lord and Sa- 
viour. 

The cross, the chief of our emblems, is a symbol of that death, 
and teaches the lessons to be derived from the spotless and 
divine teachings of that Saviour. It tells us of the great sacri- 
fice that ended at Calvary, with its crown of thorns, its vinegar 
mingled with gall to drink, its nails piercing the flesh, and the 
spear thrust into his side by the Roman soldier, and most of all 
reminds us of those grand and godlike words, “ Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 

This cross is inscribed upon our banners and is always borne 
by Templars not only as a memorial of the past but asa sign . 
that by its power all things shall be overcome to the good of 
his kingdom. “Jn hoc signo vinces,” By this sign we conquer. 

But, my brethren, we are no propagandists, we do not seek to 
proselyte; all that come within our walls must ask for admis- 
sion. ‘True, we do not seek for our soldiers, but when one asks 
to enlist under our banners, if he is found worthy we gladly 
welcome him into our midst, giving him a hearty welcome into 
the bosom of our society. 

Let me with great earnestness impress upon your minds this 
last grand characteristic of masonry, even of Templar masonry. 
Let it not be said by any, “I have been frequently urged to 
join the masons,” or “to join the Templars.” Every one that 
can with truth say this, has it in his power to degrade us, and 
by the saying, he tells every one true to his masonic vows that 
traitors are in our midst. 

None need fear that there will not be w sufficient increase in 
our. membership, indeed, many good men fear that we are in 
more danger from our great and rapid increase than we are 
from any external cause. Times have changed from those days 
when to be a mason was to be an object of scorn and hatred, 
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now even our worst enemies cannot scorn or despise us, they 
can only hate, and there are but few that hate. Instead of find- 
ing now and then one knocking at our doors for admission, it 
is a multitude that is seeking entrance. My brethren, remem- 
ber that all cannot enter, that much of the value of our orders 
depend upon their exclusiveness, that you commit a great 
wrong not only to your own commandery but to the whole 
order when you admit a bad man into our Temple, you dese- 
crate it. 

Our order is growing with great rapidity, you make the 
thirty-second chartered commandery within our dominion and 
two more under dispensation will undoubtedly soon be added 
to that number. It is easy to see that others will soon be 
asking for an independent organization for their particular 
localities, and should such application be made to us we do not 
well see how some of them could be well refused, still we do 
not desire to be understood as advocating any considerable 
increase even in commanderies, believing that the cause which 
we all love will be best maintained by a not too rapid growth, 
and by an increase that convicts by the character and ability of 
those that are added rather than by the number of individuals; 
cultivate the virtues and thus make yourselves strong, being 
assured that such strength is not ephemeral, that the winds and 
the floods of envy, hatred and revenge may blow and beat upon 
you but that when the storm ceases you will stand as before, 
unhurt and unbroken, still loved, cherished and honored by 
all such as can honor you with such love and affection. Keep 
a faithful sentinel at your door, that none pass through your 
portals except true and faithful soldiers whose hands are ever 
ready to maintain and defend the sublime principles of our order. 
Guard one another in the every day walks of life; see that vour 
brother stumble not; if he err, whisper words of good counsel 
in his ear, and if reproof is necessary, reprove with that love 
that takes from reproof its bitter sting. 

And finally, my brothers, so conduct yourselves out of the 
asylum as that this community may remember with gratitude 
the day your commandery was founded and bless the eternal 
Jehovah for its greatness. “Let your light so shine among men 
that they seeing your good works may glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven.” 
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At the conclusion of the foregoing charge, which was 
listened to with much interest, an anthem was finely ren- 
dered by a select choir. 


Prayer was then offered by the E. Grand Prelate, and 
the services were declared to be closed. 


The Grand Officers then retired, and the R.E. Grand 
Commander returned his thanks to the Grand Officers in 
attendance, and declared the Grand Commandery closed. 


An invitation was extended by the E. Commander of 
Trinity Commandery to the Grand Officers, that they pro- 
ceed with the Sir Knights and their ladies to the vestry 
of the Unitarian Church, where a most bountiful entertain- 
ment was provided, and where in due seasen many encour- 
aging and pleasant remarks were made by several of the 
Sir Knights, and finally the company separated, each being 
satisfied that it was a good and pleasant thing to be a Tem- 
plar, or the friend of a Templar. 


Attest : ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 


May 24, 1872. 


THE SEMI-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Commandery 
of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Mason’s Hall, in 
the City of Providence, R. I., on Friday, May 24th, A. D. 
1872. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 


the Grand Asylum was opened at one o’clock, P. M. 


Grand Officers Present. 


R.E. Sir NicHonas Van Suyck . . . Grand Commander. 


V.E. Sir Cuartes A. Stotr. . . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Horace Danierg . . . . . . Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir GEorGE S. Noyes . . . . . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER . . . . . Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir JOHN DEAN. ww. CSCwSCwSC«:SCG rand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN 3 . .).) . s,s Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir AL¥RED F. CHapMAN . . . . . Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Srarrorp W. Razek . . . . . Grand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir WinntamM SuTToN . . . . .).) SO Grand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir GEoruE W. Ray... . .).) .) Grand Warder. 

E. Sir GeorGrk E. Stacy... 0.) . ) .) Grand Captain of the Guards. 
E. Sir Epowarp L. FREEMAN 

E. Sir E. Dana Bancrorr . . . . Grand Lecturers. 

E, Sir Cuares M. AVERY ) : 

Sir Freperic A. PIERCE, acling =...) Grand Sentinel. 


PERMANENT MEMBERS, BEING PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 


Sir WILLIAM 8. GARDNER, Sir WILLIAM W. Baker, 
Sir WILLram ELLISON, Sir BENgamiIn Dean, 


Sir Cuar.es H. Tires, Sir Tuomas A, Doyrs. 
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PERMANENT MEMBERS, | 


Being Past Commanders of Subordinate Commanderies, not elsewhere repre- 


rented. ; 
Sir Joun SHEPLEY, Sir CHARLES R. DENNIS, 
Sir WyzEMAN MARSHALL, Sir NELson W. ALDRICH, 
Sir Epwin J. NIGHTINGALE, Sir Gkorar H. MARDEN. 


Prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate; Sir Rev: 
George S. Noyes. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That as the Records had been printed and distributed, the read- 
ing of them be dispensed with. 


The R.E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 
ing 
ADDRESS. 
Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery : 


WE are again permitted to meet in semi-annual assembly to 
consider of our doings and necessities, but more especially to 
exemplify the work of the several orders of our institution. 

The Grand Commandery having so recently established a 
Ritual for our jurisdiction, and Grand Lecturers of this grand 
body having been appointed, it was deemed best to vary the 
usual mode of exemplification by means of subordinate com- 
manderies and to require the Grand Lecturers with such assist- 
ance as they might deem necessary, to perform that duty, and 
‘they were therefore so directed. The Ritual as established has 
been put in their hands, so that each one is now prepared to 
communicate that work and that work only which has been 
established. 

Your Grand Commander would have been pleased to direct 
the Grand Lecturers to visit the several subordinate command- 
eries requiring them to teach their officers the work and drill, 
so that that uniformity that has so long and so much been 
desired might be attained, but the expense attendant upon 
such a course if such visitations were to be in addition to the 
_other necessary visitations required by our constitution, seemed 
too large, considering the present income of the grand body, 


20 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


for me to take upon myself the responsibility to order it. ‘To 
do it by assigning to the Grand Lecturers the duty required by 
Section Eighth of our Grand Constitution, we felt to be beyond 
our power. The result is that we declined to make any order 
in reference thereto, but in order to obtain some of the benefits 
to be derived from Grand Lecturers, required them to exem- 
plify the work at this semi-annual assembly. 

We recommend that Section Eighth of the Grand Constitu- 
tion be so amended as to leave it optional with the Grand Com- 
mander to designate either a member of his council or one of 
the Grand Lecturers to visit and examine any subordinate 
commandery. 

It is more important that this should be done by reason of 
the great growth of the number of commanderies — a growth 
that has by no means ceased — indeed, soor it will be a great 
tax upon the members of the council to require them to make 
all visitations. 


COSTUME OR REGALIA. 


{ received April 22d, A. D. 1872, from the most Eminent 
(trand Master of ‘Templars the following order: 


[OrpER No. 3.] - 


(FRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR FOR THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 


Sir J. Q. A. Fettows, M. E. GRaxp Master : 


To all the Grand Commanders of our State Grand Commanderies, and the 
Commanders of Commanderies holding their Charters timmediately from our 
Grand Encumpment—GREETING : 


Whereas, The first clause of paragraph one of Section 5 of Article I, of 
Constitution of the Grand Encampment, in defining the duties of the 
Girand Master, expressly provides that, “as a part thereof, he shall have 
a watchful supervision over all the Commanderies, State and Subordi- 
nate, in the United States, and see that all the constitutional enactments, 
rules, and edicts of the Grand Encampment are duly and properly observ- 
ed, and that the dress, work, and discipline of Templar Masonry every- 
where are uniform.” 


And Whereas, At this time, under the foregoing provison of the Consti- 
tution, the Grand Master has occasion only to call the attention of all 
Commanderies, whether Grand or Subordinate, to the edicts of the Grand 
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Encampment upon the subject of dress, enacted in 1862, and to urge a 
greater uniformity. 

To this end, therefore, he has caused to be re-published the Epict or 
THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT oF 1862 (pp. 45 to 50 of the proceedings of 
that Session), as hereto appended, and to order a strict compliance there- 
with. That edict is absolute in its character, and supersedes and repeals 
all former enactments, rules, and edicts upon the subject. The costume 
it prescribes is, as reported by the committee, neat, durable, economical, 
and distinctive in character, and no excuse can be considered satisfactory 
why the same should not have long since become universal. 


‘In addition to the failure to adopt, a worse evil has, however, begun to 
prevail—that of innovation and change—and to this tendency this order 
is more particularly directed. Simply to illustrate the character of the 
departure from a strict uniformity, the coat may be instanced. The only 
description in the edict is, “black frock coat.” This can mean nothing 
else than the frock coat of society, cut in the usnal style, of the ordinary 
length, with such buttons as are usually worn, and those placed in the 
ordinary manner; in other words, a “ black frock coat” is one that can be 
worn on any occasion, and wherever a black frock coat may be worn, 
and which may not cause any distinctive observation or remark whatever. 

These remarks may be applied to every other article of dress, costume, 
or uniform, or whatsoever may be included in the edict hereto appended. 

There are to be added to the articles specified, under the heads ‘' Full 
Dress” and “ Fatigue Dress,” those trimmings, &c., which are described 
in the edict, and as there described, and absolutely no other. A strict 
observance of these directions is necessary to uniformity, and to prevent 
that tendency to extravagance of dress which is hardly consistent with 
the vows of a Templar. 


We trust, therefore, that each Commander to whom this shall come 
will comply with the terms of this order, and enforce a strict uniformity, 
and see that his command is fully and properly uniformed. 


~—-A Done at New Orleans, Louisiana, this 30th day of De- 
( cember, A. D. One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seven- 
L. 8. \ ty-une. 


—_——— 


By THE GRAND MASTER. 


Attest my hand, and the Seal of our Grand Encamp. 
ment, at Iowa City, Iowa, December 80th, A. O. 753. 


T. S. PARVIN, 
Grand Recorder. 


Appended to this order was the edict of 1862, describing 
‘Templar regalia, &c. 
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You will see that by the terms of the order no new obligation 
is laid upon your Grand Commander, and he has, therefore. 
taken no action thereunder. 

We however deem it our duty to read the same to you and 
to ask you to give it such consideration as the relations of the 
(irand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island to 
the Grand Encampment of the United States of America 
require. We should do everything that car well be done to 
keep in harmony with, and I may add, in obedience to its 
proper requirements. To refuse this, is to strike at the princi- 
ple that sustains masonry in all its stages—that binds it 
together, that makes it the beautiful and symmetrical institu- 
tion itis. If among the last to yield full recognition to the 
United States Grand Encampment, yet will we be among the 
first in the faithful performance of every duty required by our 
allegiance. 

It hax not been considered as a violation of our duty not to 
require and therefore it has been determined not to require any 
commandery to change its established costume or regalia, still 
would it not be well to require all commanderies hereafter 
chartered to provide themselves with costumes or regalia, ban- 
ners, &c., in accordance with the requirements of the Grand 
Encampment. This can be done without the objections hav- 
ing any application that are made to a requirement extending 
the rule to existing bodies. 

We deem it our duty to recommend the adoption of a rule 
or edict to the above effect. 


JEWELS. 


The subject of new jewels for the grand officers has frequent- 
lv been brought to our attention as well before as since the 
last annual election. ‘Those that are now used need no descrip- 
tion, as you now see them appended to the breasts of the grand 
officers, and you will also see, by comparing them with those 
of the officers of subordinate commanderies, that such compari- 
son is not favorable to the grand commandery jewels. It would 
scem that this grand body deserves to have, and should have, 
such jewels as that invidious comparisons cannot be made with 
those of subordinate bodies. 
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I therefore recommend that the matter of jewels be referred 
to a committee, with directions to report at our annual assem- 
bly, designs for uew jewels as well as thescost of procuring 
them. 


On the evening of the thirty-first of October, A. D. 1871, E. 
Sir Wittiam B. Isaacs and James Scott, Past and Present 
Eminent Commanders of Richmond Commandery of Knights 
Templars, of Richmond, Virginia, being found in Providence, 
the Sir Knights of Providence and Pawtucket took advantage 
of the circumstance of their presence to give a banquet in their 
honor at the City Hotel in said city. Your Grand Commander 
was complimented by an invitation to be present and preside 
during the entertainment, which invitation was very gladly 
accepted. It was an occasion that afforded all present great 
pleasure, but more especially those who were pilgrims to our 
sister city A. D. 1859. Old scenes were revisited; old recol- 
lections revived; old customs practiced; words of love and 
affection again spoken, and at the end a God-speed was earn- 
estly given. ‘Thus when our honored brethren departed from 
us they left with each an earnest desire for an early renewal 
of just such an occasion. 


On Monday, December 4th, A. D. 1871, accompanied by our 
Grand Generalissimo, HoracE DANIELS, and our Grand Sword 
Bearer, S. W. Razee, and Sir Knights James H. Armington, 
Jobn P. Luther, Clinton D. Sellew, and Henry C. Field, of 
Calvary Commandery, I was present and presided at the annual 
election of the officers of St. John’s Commandery, of Provi- 
dence, R. J., and assisted by said Sir Knights, installed the offi- 
cers elect, except the Prelate, who not being present, the Emi- 
nent Commander was directed to install at any regular meeting 
of that body. The march of St. John’s is still onward. 


On the next evening, December 5th, accompanied by the 
FE. Grand Generalissimo, HokaAcE DANIELs, and the E. Grand 
Sword Bearer, STAFFORD W. RAzeEE, E. Sir Knight Epwin J. 
NIGHTINGALE, Past Commander of Calvary Commandery, and 
Sir Knights Arnold, Burnham, and Hutchinson, of St. John’s 
Commandery, by invitation of KE. Sir Nerson W. Avpricu, 
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Commander, I presided at the election of the officers of Calvary 
Commandery, and after the election assisted by the aforenamed 
companions, I installed the officers elect. 

At this election, your Grand Commander was elected Com- 
mander of Calvary Commandery, but deeming the duties of the 
two offices incompatible, said election was declined, and the 
Commandery ordered to proceed with its election. 

I did not feel willing to run the risk of putting myself in a 
false position, nor any position where I should not be entirely 
free to act as between the Commanders of different Command- 
eries should any question of precedence or otherwise arise, and 
again I felt, and my experience since has shown me right in 
the feeling, that the duties of my then position of Grand Com- 
mander would require all the time that I could properly give 
to any masonic office. 

I could therefore only be thankful for that, the last of Jong 
continued acts of kindness and confidence on the part of the 
commandery in which I was knighted and from whose members 
I had always experienced the warmest love and support. 


On the seventh day of December last. with the aid of the 
(rand Officers, I constituted Trinity Commandery at Hudson, 
and with the like assistance installed its officers. As the pro- 
ceedings on this occasion will be reported by the Grand Re- 
corder and printed with our proceedings, I will add nothing 
here beyond the remark that all present felt that a body had 
been constituted that would do honor to our fraternity. 


On the twenty-second day of December last, I visited Bristol 
Commandery at Mansfield and aided by E. Sir Knight Gry- 
Nobo presided at the election of and installed its officers. I 
found great interest manifested in the welfare of our order, and 
was received und cared for with that warm heartedness that 
characterizes the members of Bristol Commandery. 


One of the happy incidents that has happened to me 
vccurred on the twenty-sixth of last January, when by especial 
invitation I attended the annual social assembly of Holy Sep- 
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ulchre Commandery in Pawtucket. No one was allowed to be 
present except “Knights Templars with their ladies.” With 
music, banquet, speeches and “the bright eyes of fair ladies,” 
the hours rolled quickly by, leaving pleasant memories with all. 


On the twenty-first of March last, I visited Winslow Lewis 
Commandery at Salem, and witnessed the exemplification of the 
work of the order of the Red Cross. Work was well rendered 
although it so happened that many of the offices by reason of 
absence of the installed officers were temporarily filled. 

The complaint here was as in other places that the officers 
had been unable to get the new work and great anxiety 
was expressed to get it. ; 

I found present our Eminent Grand Standard Bearer, who 
upon my invitation remained with me throughout the visitation, 
and all that know E. Sir Knight Sutron need not be told that 
his presence added much to the pleasure of the occasion. 

I am able to report the condition of this commandery as satis- 
factory. 


On the twenty-second day of April last, I visited Milford 
Commandery and witnessed an exemplification of their work 
upon the order of the Temple. I found E. Sir Knights CHam- 
BERLIN, Commander, and WoRcEsTER, Generalissimo of Trinity 
Commandery present, and was honored by their being of “my 
suite” upon the occasion. The work here was rendered as it 
had been heretofore owing to their inability to obtain the 
authorized work. 

The commandery is in splendid condition quite up to the 
requirements of its well established good reputation. 


The unity and good feeling that exists among the different 
organizations in our jurisdictions is something to be admired. 
There is no society that excels ours in this particular. No one - 
of our subordinates can need help or desire even courtesy but 
that such help is extended and such courtesy is cheerfully 
rendered, nay, not courtesy rendered, but all that hearts filled 
with love and kindness can sugg2st is poured ont as freely as 
the air circulates for the common weal. 
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These remarks are suggested in consequence of the action of 
Pilgrim Commandery of Lowell upon learning of the death in 
that city, of Sir Knight Waterhouse of Calvary Commandery, 
and that Calvary Commandery, at the request of his surviving 
friends, would render its last sad tribute of respect to the 
deceased by attending his funeral. Immediately Calvary was 
notified that Pilgrim Commandery would join with it in its 
sad duty and that while in Lowell the Sir Knights of Lowell 
would consider themselves responsible for the comfort of the 
Providence Knights. And well did they perform that duty. 
They were ready with full ranks to receive and care for all that . 
came, and the two commanderies in full Templar regulia 
together joined in the performance of the last sad funeral 
rites of the order. May the time be far distant when the cor- 
dial love that joins the different commands within our juris- 
diction in so close an embrace be broken. 


We would not feel that we did our whole duty should we not 
here also return our grateful acknowledgements to Ancient 
York Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for having with 
so many brethren dropped the “evergreen, ever-living sprig of 
acacia” into the last resting place of our departed brother. 


Certain Sir Knights in the vicinity of Hyannis have prayed 
me for a dispensation to form a new commandery by the name 
of “ Wyzeman Marshall ” to be located at Hyannis.. This appli- 
cation I did not feel at liberty to grant, nor indeed with so 
many good and true Knights asking for it, to definitely refuse. 
There were some very strong objections made to the applica- 
tion being granted, and on the other hand, urgent appeals made 
for granting it. 

Those in favor of the exercise of our prerogative in granting 
the application urged that there was no commandery nearer than 
Boston and New Bedford tor all that region of Massachusetts 
known as the Cape as well as Nantucket; that the location was 
central, and that in their judgment there would be material 
enough to afford it a healthy existence. On the other hand it 
was urged that there were but four Chapters upon which it could 
rely for candidates, one of which was upon Nantucket, that 
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that Chapter was small, doing little or no work and with no 
probability of any increase, and that the other Chapters 
although something larger, were yet too small to warrant 
action as desired. It was also urged that if dispensation were 
to be granted it ought not to be granted to be located in 
Hyannis but in Harwich. 


Finding this diversity of opinion to exist among those whont 
I felt had better opportunities for judging than myself, I de- 
clined to act. After this, however, at the earnest solicitation 
of E. Sir Wyzeman Marshall, I visited Boston for the purpose 
of consulting with some of our older and better informed breth- 
ren, and found that it was their almost universal opinion that 
I had better do as I had heretofore determined, to wit, refer the 
matter to you for your action at this semi-annual assembly; I 
therefore refer the petition to you, recommending that the 
same be referred to a committee with instructions to report at 
this assembly. 


On the 20th of this present month, however, a petition hav- 
ing been presented to me in the usual form for a dispensation 
for a new commandery, to be called Gethsemane Commandery, 
to be located in the town of Newton, Mass., and said petition 
being signed by several eminent knights, headed by the last M. 
E. Past Grand Master of Templars in the United States, and 
there also having been presented to me the consent properly 
authenticated of all the Commanderies in the city of Boston, I 
granted the same, and issued a dispensation accordingly, nor 
did I for a moment hesitate or doubt the propriety of such 
action. Such eminent Knights as those whose names were 
signed to that petition, was a sufficient guarantee of the pro- 
priety of such action. 


TEMPLAR MANUAL. 


There is no authorized Templar Manual for the jurisdiction 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island; a jurisdiction of a size and 
composed of a kind of material that it is a matter of wonder- 
nent that there is none for the especial use of our Sir Knights, 
endorsed or approved by this grand body. 
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There has been adopted a system of tactics and drill, but it 
is only to be found in our printed proceedings. We are com- 
pelled to rely upon Manuals adopted by other jurisdictions, or 
published by individuals upon their own authority (except so 
far as they have been printed in the form and size of small 
tracts by the Grand Recorder) for the ceremonies of Installa- 
tion of the Officers of the Grand and Subordinate Command- 
eries; the ceremonies of Constituting new Commanderies ; 
the Burial Service of Knights Templars, and the working texts 
for the several orders. 


All these several forms and ceremonies should be passed 
upon by a competent committee, that each may be adapted to 
our wants and tastes and then collated and printed as a 
manual under your direction. AJl should be able easily to pro- 
cure it and at a moderate expense. ‘There can be little doubt 
that the sale of such work, and at a moderate price, will be 
sufficient to defray its expense. 


I therefore recommend the appointment of a committee to 
which shall be referred the subject of a Templar Manual, with 
instructions to prepare and report at the next annual assembly 
a Manual for approval and adoption. 


On the 11th of the present month my attention was called 
to the subject of parades, by receiving « letter in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 


GREENFIELD, Mass., May 9th, 1872. 
To R. BE. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck: 


At the regular assembly of Connecticut Valley Commandery, May 7th, 
it was voted, that the Recorder be instructed to make petition to the Grand 
Commander, for leave to come out as an escort to the Edwin E. Day Post, 
G. A. R., on Decoration day. 7 

CHARLES P. FORBES 


Recorder. 
Please send answer to 


Sir Knient C. E. SEVERANCE, Acting Commander, 
Shelburne Falls, Mass. 


To this application I returned an answer as follows: 
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OFFICE OF GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, May 15th, A. D. 1872. 
To C. E. Severance, Acting Commander, Shelburne Fills, Mass. 


Sir Knight :—A communication dated May 9th, A. D. 1872, has been 
received from Charles P. Forbes, Recorder, notifying me that at a Regu- 
lar Assembly of Connecticut Valley Commandery held May 7th, it was 
voled “that the Recorder be instructed to make petition to the Grand Com- 
mander, for leave to come out as an escort to the Edwin E. Day Post, G. 
A. R., on Decoration day,” containing also a request that answer should 
be sent to you. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the action of the Grand Com- 
mandery in reference to public parades, and more especially to the last 
annual adiress of my immediate predecessor. You will, by so doing, see - 
that this matter has been thoroughly considered, and the rule emphati- 
cally settled that except for “masonic duty,” or the “extension or recep- 
tion of knightly courtesies and hospitality,” parades in regalia cannot be 
admitted. In no event would we feel it proper to permit a Command- 
ery to act as an escort to any person or body, except such person be a 
mason, or such body a masonic organization. 

We undertand that applications have been heretofore made, to make 
parades by other Commanderies, not only upon Decoration day, but also 
upon the Fourth of July, and that in every instance permission has been 
denied. : 

If a departure from the proper objects of our organization were to he 
permitted in your behalf, it would be very difficult to stop, short of grant- 
ing any application that might be made. 

Think a moment—suppose application should be made for a Templar 
escort to bury a profane, would you hesitate at all for an answer ’ Would 
you for a moment doubt the impropriety of granting it? And yet the 
deceased might be a worthy citizen, and deserving of all the honor that a 
grateful community could render him. 

In your case, the object of the celebration is one that appeals to the bet- 
ter feelings of all true men, and all may properly take part therein, be he 
a mason or be he a profane; but masons must take whatever part they 
take in some other character than that of a mason. 

I regret my inability to gratify you and the members of Connecticut 
Valley Commandery in the way you ask, but to do so would in my judg- 
ment be a violation of my duty as Grand Commander, and would proper- 
ly subject me to the adverse criticisms of the masonic world. : 

You will therefore convey to your Commandery my direction, which 
I doubt not will be cheerfully obeyed, that said Commandery take no 
part in such procession as escort or otherwise. 


Yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 
N. VAN SLYCK, Grand Commander. 
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On the 12th of this month I received an application from 
Bethany Commandery for a Dispensation in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


LAWRENCE, May 10th, 1872. 


Right Eminent Sir: —On the 24th of June last, DeWitt Clinton Com- 
mandery, of Portsmouth, N. H., visited Bethany Commandery, and were 
received and entertained by them on the 24th and 25th. The Portsmouth 
Sir Knights expressed themselves highly pleased with their visit and with 
the knightly courtesy with which they were received by us; they have 
just extended to us a very pressing invitation to visit them on the 24th of 
June prox. On the occasion of their visit to us we promised them we 
would return their visit this year. My Commandery are very anxious to 
fulfill their promise, I therefore write to ask your permission for Bethany 
Commandery to go to Portsmouth, with banners and regalia, on the 24th 
of June next, and return on the 25th. Hoping to receive an early reply 
granting this request, 


Lam very respectfully and fraternally yours, 


CALEB SAUNDERS. 
T’o this I replied as follows: 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, May 15th, A. 1D. 1872. 


Hmineni Sir :-—Y ours of May 10th, 1872, was duly received, and con- 
tents have been duly considered. 

You are aware that no encouragement Jas lately been given to the 
making of public parades; on the other hand, that the general feeling is 
to curtail their number. 

We should not feel authorized to grant your request were it one for a 
simple parade, but you show to us that first, it is your object to celebrate 
St. John’s day, a purely masonic occasion, and secondly, that it is to 
make a pilgrimage to a commandery of a sister jurisdiction. It thus in 
both aspects appears to us a purely masonic duty, and is thus taken out of 
that class of parades that is so strongly deprecated. 

It is believed that interchanges of visits between sister commanderies 
are conducive to the welfare of the order, nor is it doubted that in the 
hands of our brethren of Bethany Commandery, our banners will always 
be borne aloft protected and secure from disgrace. 

We therefore authorize Bethany Commandery, with banners and with - 
the Sir Knights in regalia, to make a pilgrimage to DeWitt Clinton Com- 
mandery, at Portsmouth, N. H., leaving Lawrence so as to be in Ports- 
mouth on the 24th day of June next, and require said Commandery to 
return the following day. 
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Truly thankful that we can grant your request, and wishing you per- 
sonally, as well as your command, the success both deserve, 


I am yours in knightly bonds, 


N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander. 
To CALEB SAUNDERS, Esq., 


Eminent Commander Bethany Commandery, Lawrence, Mass. 


On the 17th ultimo I received the following communication 
from Boston Commandery : 


Boston COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND APPENDANT 
ORDERs. 
Boston, May 16th, 1872. 


N. Van Slyck, Heq., R. H. Grand Commander, Providence, R. 1. 


Dear Sir:—I am directed by Sir Henry Endicott to request of you, in 
behalf of Boston Commandery Knights Templars, permission to parade 
in public, in Templar uniform, on the occasion of the visit of St. John’s 
Commandery Knights Templars, No. 4, of Philadelphia, Penn., to Boston, 
from the 27th to 30th instant inclusive. 


Your early consideration and a favorable reply will oblige, 
Yours courteously, 


GEO. 8S. EASTMAN, Recorder. 


I replied as follows: 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, May 17th, A. D. 1872. 


Eniinent Sir:—Your request, by your Recorder, in behalf of Boston 
Commandery Knights Templars, for permission to parade in public in 
Templar uniform, on the occasion of the visit of St. John’s Commandery 
Knights Templars, No. 4, of Philadelphia, Penn., to Boston, from the 
27th to 80th instant inclusive, has this moment been received. 

It affords me great pleasure to be able to grant a request for the per- 
formance of a duty so honorable to Boston Commandery, and which, I 
doubt not, will be so performed as will redound to the gond of the cause 
of Templar Masonry, and more especially to its credit in our jurisdiction. 


The Knights Templars of the city of brotherly love have been exceed: 
jngly fortunate that they arg to be received within your asylum, 


32 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


You will be permitted, with your command, in Templar uniform, .to 
parade in public on the occasion referred to in your request and for the 
time asked. ° 

Yours fraternally, 


N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander. 
To E. Sir Henry Enpicort, 


Commander Boston Commandery. 


I have given the above correspondence in full that vou may 
see what I have done in reference to this subject, and that see- 
ing the rule I am governed by in reference thereto, you may 
express your dissatisfaction therewith should my action be 
deemed wrong. Whatever your wish is upon this as well ax 
other subjects shall guide me in all my official action. 


In November last, I was informed that it was desired by a 
committee of the City Council of the city of Boston that the 
Boston Commanderies should take part in the reception of the 
Grand Duke Alexis in that city and in consequence of such 
information I went to Boston that I might the better under- 
stand what was desired. [ found, however, that the hope of 
obtaining either my permission or the consent of the command- 
eries referred to had been nearly, if not quite given up prior to 
my coming. That, however, there might not be any apparent 
possibility of such a masonic impropriety, I caused word to 
the effect that a parade would not be permitted, to be com- 
municated to such committee. 

I was in this matter warmly aided and sustained by R. KE. 
Past Grand Commander DEAN. 


There is no constitutional provision in reference to petitions 
for the orders of knighthood and some confusion has arisen in 
consequence of the want of such provision. It is not unknown 
to you that instances have occurred of a companion being 
rejected in one commandery and knighted in another. I am 
also advised that some commanderies do not require the peti- 
tion to be signed by the applicant and that it has thus hap- 
pened that a companion has been granted permission to 
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receive the orders without knowing that his name was before 
the commandery. This is contrary to the very first principle of 
Free Masunry and as it seems to us is equally a violation of the 
true law of Templar Masonry. Howsuch a state of things may 
be used to the injury of the order is too plain to need any enforce- 
ment here. Every petition should state residence, and age of 
petitioner, when he' was made a master mason, and where he 
was exalted, and whether he has before applied for the orders, 
and should be recommended by at least one member of the 
commandery to which it is preferred and finally signed by the 
applicant. I ask your attention to this subject. Our consti- 
tion is equally bare of any provision in relation to demits. 
This subject was called to your attention by my immediate 
predecessor in his last annual address, and I therefore need do 
no more than to again remind you of this want. 


An engraved portrait of Most Eminent Sir WILLIAM SEWALL 
GAEDNER, having been obtained pursuant to your direction at 
the last annual assembly, that copies might be furnished to the 
Grand Recorder of the Grund Encampment of the United 
States, it was deemed a proper tribute to his eminent worth to 
have more cupies procured so as to have them inserted in your 
published proceedings, and it has been so done. You will 
doubtless be glad to have in your possession a “ counterfeit pre- 
sentment” of him, who has so adorned Templar Masonry not 
only in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, but throughout the 
entire States.* So far as such action was an honor to him it 
was deserved, and so far as it is a pleasure to you, I am happy 
that it was in my power to gratify you by such action. 


At the request of the Worshipful Grand Seécretary of the 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons 
in the State of Massachusetts, I consented that additional copies 
should be struck off, for the use of the Grand Lodge. This 
last action placed no burden upon you as it was done without 
expense to your grand body. 


Trinity Commandery has forwarded to us a copy of by-laws 
for approval. I now lay them before you for your action 
thereon. 
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In February last I received from our Grand Recorder the 
following letter: 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISIAND. 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND RECORDER, 954 W-ASHINGTON 87., 
Boston, Mass., February 7th, 1872. 


R. EB. Sir N. Van Slyck, Grand Commander : 


A few years ago, when the Masonic Temple in Boston was first opened, 
four Masonic bodies fitted up Room 62, with six chairs, a table, mirror, 
marble shelf, gas fixtures, curpet, and a wardrobe for each. I was on 
committee at the time, and we claimed the room free of rent on the 
ground that we paid enough for hall rent. 


Now, one of the four, St. Paul's Chapter, has secured a room for its 
exclusive use in the Temple, hence its interest in Room 62, one-quarter, 
is for sale, and cheap enough for $25. 


I suggest that the Grand Commandery might be a purchaser, and thus 
have a room with conveniences at its command, and pay no more rent 
than it now does. 


All copies of Proceedings on hand, together with all we may collect, 
can be there stored under our own care. 


The wardrobe will make a good book case, and will be useful in pre- 
serving all printed matter. 


It really seems to me wise to have it, for you are aware that these 
exchanges increase and grow in importance as they grow older in years, 
hence duplicates are well worth keeping to benefit us or some other 
Masons and Knights. ‘ 


I am now overrun at my office and am wanting room for storage, and 
this will help at the cost only of a book case. 
Yours fraternally, 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN. 
Grand Recorder. 


I insert this letter in full for it well states the reasons that 
led me to direct the Grand Recorder to make the purchase and 
to approve the bill therefor. I trust this action will be approved 
by you, as I well understand that my power for directing it 
can only be sustained by your consent, 


a ene 
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I have not been called upon to make any rulings or decis- 
sions upon any law of Templar Masonry that is of sufficient 
importance to report, as none have been submitted tome. The 
paucity of such questions is important evidence of the perfec- 
tion to which our grand body has attained. The great labor 
and ability of its past presiding officers have so reduced every 
thing to a smvothly working system that little remains to be 
done in this direction. 


No question of disagreement or difficulty has been brought 
to my attention. No discord exists in our lines, but all are 
united to perpetuate as they receive, the pure principles which 
are the foundation and support of the order. 


Everywhere has your representative been cordially received, 
and all Templars with whom he has come in contact have vied 
with each other to extend to him every knightly courtesy. 


It has been a matter of regret that I have been unable to 
respond more frequently to the many-pleasant calls that have 
been made upon me, but should I have responded to all it 
would have been to the neglect of other duties. 


Thus ends the record of such matters as I deemed important 
to lay before you. I have made no statement of the finances, 
preferring for reasons that will be more fully apparent at the 
end of the year, to leave that subject until the annual assembly, 
nor have I reported many dispensations that have been given, 
to elect officers to fill vacancies, to hold assemblies for the 
election of officers at other times than that fixed by by-laws, 
&c., &c., because there was nothing involved in such action 
that could be profitable or listened to with interest. 


-May our present assembly be blessed by the giver of all good 
and redound to the welfare of our organization, by uniting us 
in a closer embrace and giving to all a more exalted love for 
the sublime principles of our order. 


E. Sir Benjamin Dean offered the following order on the 
address delivered by the R. E. Grand Commander. 
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1. That so mach of the Grand Commander's address, as relates to an 
amendment of the Grand Constitution in reference to permitting the 
Grand Commander to designate Grand Lecturers, as well as members of 
his council to visit and examine subordinate commanderies, be referred 
to a committee of three. 


2. That so much thereof as refers to costume und regalia, together 
with the order of the M. E. Grand Master of Templars in the United 
States upon said subject, be referred to a committee of five. 


8. That so much thereof as refers to jewels for Grand Commandery 
be referred to a committee of three. 


4. That so much thereof as relates to application for dispensation for 
a commandery at Hyannis, as also said petition, be referred to a commit- 
tee of five, said committee to report at this assembly. 


5. That so much thereof as refers to a Templar Manual be referred to 
a committee of seven. 


6. That so much thereof as refers to the subject of petitions for the 
orders of knighthood be referred to a committee of three. 


7. That the by-laws of Trinity Commandery be referred to a commit- 
tee of three. a 


8. That the remainder of said address be referred to a committee of 
three. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the order be adopted ; and the following committees were 
appointed by the R. E. Grand Commander. 


No.1. E. Sir Henry Chickering, E. Sir Horace Daniels, Sir F. J. Jill- 
son. 


No. 2. Sirs William 8. Gardner, Benjamin Dean, William W. Baker, 
Thomas A. Doyle, John Eldred. 


No. 8. Sirs George W. Ray, George E. Stacy, Nelson W. Aldrich. 
No. 4. Sirs Tracy P. Cheever, William Ellison, Nelson W. Aldrich, 
F. J. Jillson, Rev. H. W. Rugg. 


No. 5. Sirs Charles W. Moore, Charles A. Stott, William W. Baker, 
Edward L. Freeman, John Eldred, Charles R. Dennis, Alfred F. Chap- 
man. 


No. 6. Sirs Rev. Charles H. Titus, Z. L. Bicknell, George H. Marden. 
No. 7. Sirs George H. Burnham, David Stephens, Albert H. Cushman. 
No. 8. Sirs Benjamin Dean, Wyzeman Marshall, James H. Allen. 
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The Records and By-Laws of Coeur de Lion Commandery, 
and Natick Commandery, working under Dispensations, 
were submitted for examination, and referred to a Com- 
mittee who made the following report : 


In GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE IsLAND, 
May 24th, 1872. 


The Committee to whom were referred the Records and By-Laws of 
Natick and Coeur de Lion Commanderies, and petitions that Charters 
may be issued to the same, have attended to the duty assigned them, and 
respectfully report: 


The Records of Coeur de Lion Commandery, at Charlestown, are kept 
with remarkable neatness and beauty, and with sufficient fullness and 
particularity except in the record of the organization of the Commandery 
at each meeting thereof With this correction the records may be pro- 
nounced as nearly perfect as could be expected from human hands. 


The By-Laws of this Commandery are well expressed and in uccord- 
ance with the Constitutions of this Grand Body. 


The Committee cheerfully recommend that a Charter be granted as 
prayed for to Coeur de Lion Commandery, Charlestown, Mass. 


' Their Dispensation is dated October 14, 1871, since which time they 
have held ten assemblies and knighted thirty-eight companions. Eighty- 
one Sir Knights will be ready to sustain this Commandery when char- 
tered. 


Natick Commandery, at Natick, presents a fair‘and well kept record of 
thirteen regular and twenty-one special assemblies since their Dispensa- 
tion was granted, April 12, 1871, and eighteen companions have been 
duly knighted. The Committee notice that the record of this Command- 
ery also fails in some of the assemblies to give a full exhibit of the organ- 
ization, a defect that will be remedied in the future. The By-Laws of - 
this Commandery are well worded and in accordance with the require- 
ments of our Grand Constitution. 

We recommend that a Charter be granted to Natick Commandery, at 
Natick, Mass., believing that the thirty-two Sir Knights constituted 
under the same into a regular Commandery will prove competent to 
fulfill all the duties and obligations of the same. 


CHARLES H. TITUS, } 
WILLIAM PARKMAN, } Committee. 
JOHN DEAN, 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendations adopted. 
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The committee on portrait of E. Sir William S. Gardner, 
submitted the following report: 


IN GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 
May 24th, 1872. 


The Committee appointed at the Annual Assembly in October last, to 
obtain an engraved portrait of Most Eminent Sir William Sewell Gard- 
ner, to accompany the proceedings of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States ot America, have attended to the duty assigned them and 
would respectfully report : 


That they contracted with Mr. H. W. Smith of Boston, to engrave on 
steel the portrait ordered by the Grand Commandery, and employed 
the American Bank Note Printing Company to print the number of 
copies wanted. The cost, as per contract, is as follows: 


The steel engraved Portrait . ; : $100 00 
Printing 2600 copies : ; : : 52 00 
Printing 100 copies, India proof, ; : 15 00 

Totaleost 5 sss. BT OO 


The 100 copies, India Proof, were printed for Sir Knight Gardner and 
a few of his friends as may desire them, a few copies of which still 
remain in the bands of the Committee. 


For the Committee, 


CHARLES H. TITUS. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted. 


On motion of Sir Benjamin Dean it was 


Voted, That the Grand Recorder be authorized to procure a portrait 
of Sir Winslow Lewis, to be published with the next printed proceed- 
ings of this Grand Commandery. 


Sir William S. Gardner, in behalf of committee No. 3, on 
so much of the R. E. Grand Commander’s address, in Octo- 
ber last, as relates to the communication of the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario, asked and 
received further time. 
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The following report was submitted by Committee No. 
6, on remainder of Annual Address: 


To THE GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS AND RHODE IsLAND. 


The Committee upon that portion of the R. E. Grand Commander's 
address at the annual assembly of this grand body in October last, not 
otherwise referred, would ask permission to offer the following : 


The reports of the Deputy Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, 
Grand Captain General and Grand Recorder, present the Templar depart- 
ment of Free Masonry under this jurisdiction, as in the enjoyment of a 
high degree of harmony and prosperity. They report a general spirit of 
emulation to excel in conferring the orders of Knighthood among the 
commanderies visited, and an earnest desire on the part of the Knights 
to add to the beauty and excellence which distinguish and adorn our 
noble orders, by a practical illustration in their Masonic intercourse, of 
that grand truth which proclaims the brotherhood of man asa blessing 
to our age and race. 


The only other subject in the R. E. Grand Commander's address refer. 
red to your Committee, is the communication from the Eminent Com- 
mander of Calvary Commandery of this city, in regard to the application 
of Sir Thomas A. Doyle, in September last, fora demit. Your Commit- 
tee find the facts in the case to be ag follows : 


Sir Knight Doyle desiring to change his membership from Calvary to 
St. John’s, made application for admission into the latter Commandery, 
His application took the usual course, and at a regular assembly of that 
body on September 4th, 1871, he received a clear ballot. On the follow- 
ing day he applied to Calvary Commandery for a demit, stating in his 
communication that he had previously been admitted a member of St. 
John’s Commandery. On October 3d, 1871, Calvary Commandery voted, 
that the same be and hereby is granted. Sir Knight Doyle subsequently 
presented his demit to St. John’s Commandery, paid the admission fee 
and signed the By-Laws. 

There is no regulation on the subject of demits, in the Grand Consti- 
tution of this department of Free Masonry. 

The Grand Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, has the 
following provision regulating demits between Lodges : 

‘*8ec. 17. No subordinate lodge shall grant a demit except at a regu- 
lar communication thereof. Nor unless the member applying therefor 
shall have made application to another lodge for membership, and been 
accepted by that lodge. 

‘* Sec 18th. Every subordinate lodge, upon granting a demit, or refus- 
ing 80 todo, shall cause notice thereof to he transmitted, under its seal 


40 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


to the lodge in which the brother applying for such demit has been 
accepted.” 


This is good masonic law, and is evidently intended to protect the 
rights of masonic affiliation. The whole proceeding in this case above 
referred to was in accordance with masonic law and usage. The ques- 
tion of jurisdiction has no application in this case. 


And masonic law and masonic usage recognizes the fact that actual 
membership in any masonic body does not attach until the assent of the 
applicant is determined by his signing its code of laws, and complying 
with certain other requirements peculiar to all masonic institutions. 


Your committee do not agree with R. E. Grand Commander Dean in 
his reply to the commander of Calvary Commandery, (see printed pro- 
ceedings October Session, 1871, page 182,) ‘‘that any action of St. John’s 
Commandery before Sir Knight Doyle had ceased to belong to Calvary 
Commandery is void, and that his admission as a member was an irreg- 
ularity.” Many, if not all the By-Laws of the subordinates under this 
jurisdiction, have an express provision, that upon a favorable ballot for 
admission to membership, if the applicant does not present himself to be 
qualified within a certain time, the act of the Commandery thus admitting 
him expires by limitation, and a new application is necessary. Thus rec- 
ognizing the principle that there are two parties to the contract. Your 
committee find that Sir Knight Doyle acted in conformity to masonic 
law and usage, and that the action of St. John’s Commandery in admit- 
ting him to membership is not void but of full force and effect. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WM. ELLISON, 
E. J. NIGHTINGALE, & Committee. 
CARLOS P. MESSER, | 


PRoviIDENCE, May 24th, 1872. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be adopted. 


The following communication trom Calvary Commandery 
was received : 


CALVARY CUMMANDERY, OFFICE OF THE REcokDER, lontc Hatt, 
PROVIDENCE, May 23d, A. O. 754. 
I hereby certify that Companion Charles R. Brayton received a clear 


ballot for the Orders of Knighthood in Calvary Commandery, No. 18, on 
the 27th day of February, A. D. 1872, A. O. 754. 


Witness my hand and the seal of Calvary Commandery, 
(C.D. SELLEW, Acting Recorder, 


(L. 8.) 
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The foregoing was required in consequence of the decis- 
ion of the BR. E. Grand Commander, that a bona fide candi- 
date should be used in exemplifying the work of the Orders 
this day. 


The R. E. Grand Commander here announced to the 
Grand Commandery, that the Work and Lectures, as 
adopted, would be exemplified by the Grand Lecturers, 
together with such other Sir Knights as might be needed 
to assist them. 


The Grand Commandery was then organized tor work, 
and a Council of Knights of the Red Cross was opened in 
due form, with the following 


Officers. 
Sir CHARLES M. Avery . . . . . . Sovercign Master. 
Sir E. Dana BANcRoFr . . . . . . Chancellor. 
Sir Jonn P.LutHeR .... . . . Master of Palace. 
Sir Rev. GeorcE 8. Noyes ... . . Prelate. 
Sir Witntam D.SEELY ... =. . . Master of Cavalry. 
Sir ALFRED F.CuapmMan . . . . . . Master of Infantry. 
Sir JosepH E.Sprnk ... . . . . Master of Finances. 
Sir A.C. TourTELLor . . . . . . . Master of Dispatches. 
Sir Wittt1am McCormick .. . . . Sword Bearer. 
SirO.L. WEBSTER .... . . . +. Standard Bearer. 
Sir JaMEsE, Tent . . ... . . . Warder. 
Sir WILLIAM M.Girrorp. .. . . ~. ~Third Guard. 
Sir Gzorck G. ARNOLD ... . . . Second Guard. 
Sir Firz J. Peanopy .... . . . First Quard. 


Companion Charles R. Brayton was created and dubbed 
a Knight of the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross. 


The Council of Knights of the Red Cross was then closed, 
and an Asylum of Knights Templars duly organized as fol- 
lows: 


Sir E. Dana Bancrorr . . . . . . Eminent Commander. 
Sir CHARLES M. AVERY .. . . . . Generalissimo. 
Sir GeorcGE E.8racy ... . . . . Captain General. 


The other offices being filled respectively by the Sir 
Knights who assisted in the Order of the Red Cross. 
6 
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Sir Charles R. Brayton was created and dubbed a Knight 
of the valiant and magnanimous order of the Temple, Knight 
Templar. 


On motion of Sir Benjamin Dean, it was 


Voted, That for convenience sake, the further exemplification of the 
Work be dispensed with. 


The following report from Committee No. 4, on the R. E. 
Grand Commander’s address was submitted. 


In GRAND CoMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE IsLAND, 
May 24th, 1872. 


The Committee to whom was referred the application of Sir Knight 
R. 8. Pope and others, for a dispensation to form and open a command- 
ery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders in the town of Hyan- 
nis, in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, respectfully report :— 


That so far as the evidence presented to your Committee in respect to 
the necessity of a commandery in the locality prayed for, and the proba- 
bility that such a commandery would be adequately maintained and sup- 
ported goes, it is impossible for your Committee tu form a conclusive 
judgment. Nut one of the petitioners has appeared before us, and in 
the absence of those most nearly interested in this important question, it 
seems at least extremely difficult to render justice either to the Grand 
Commandery or to the petitioners themselves. The cause of the absence 
of the petitioners, or any Sir Knight lawfully commissioned to represent 
them is unknown to your Committee, but they respectfully recommend, 
for the purpose of securing a full, fair and impartial hearing of the ques- 
tion involved in this petition, such as was contemplated by the R. E. 
(Grand Commande7, that your Committee be authorized to issue a cita- 
tion to the petitioners, requiring them to appear on a day certain, of 
which at least fifteen days notice shall be given, before your Committee 
in the city of Boston or such other place as your Committee may author- 
ize, then and there to give such evidence and tu furnish such statements 
of facts as they may be able in reference to the matter, and that. after 
such hearing of the petitioners and the reception of such further evidence 
as may be presented to your Committee, they shall report in writing to 
the R. E. Grand Commander who shall thereupon be recommended to 
issue to or withhold from said petitioners, his dispensation according to 
the report which may be made to him by your Committee. 

TRACY P. CHEEVER, 
WILLIAM ELLISON, 


NELSON W. ALDRICH, cathe 
HENRY W. RUGG, 
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On motion of Sir Charles H. Titus it was 


Voted, That the report be adopted. 


The committee No. 7, on the R. E. Grand Commander’s 
address submitted the following report: 


To THE R. E. GRAND COMMANDERY OF MAR®SACHUSETTS AND 
RxHoDE IsSLaNp. 


The Committee to whom was referred the By-Laws of Trinity Com- 
mandery respectfully report that they have examined the same and here- 
with present the result of their labors. 


These By-Laws appear to your Committee to be in the main a good 
code but cumbered with unnecessary matter, for instance, a section 
providing “ of whom the commandery shall consist,” and one entire arti- 
cle prescribing the duties of the officers. Now all this besides being tra- 
ditional and known and accepted by long and universal usage is expressly 
set down in the Constitution not only of this Grand Commandery, but of 
the Grand Encampment itself, and its reiteration in a code of By-Laws 
adds no force to it whatever. 


Your Committee therefore recommend striking from Section 1st, of 
Article I, of the By-Laws of Trinity Commandery all previous to the 
word three. 


From Section 3d, Article I, strike the word eleven substituting therefor 
the word eight in order to make the section conform to the Grand Consti- 
tution (see article 2d, sec. 4.) 


Strike out Section 4, of Article I, in relation to installation of officers 
as the Grand Conatitution provides for the same. 


Strike out Section 6 for the same reason as to the first portion of the 
section, and the latter portion relative to relinquishment of office, for the 
reason that your Committee believe it beyond the power of any subordi- 
nate body to declare an office vacant after a Sir Knight duly elected has 
been installed therein. 


Article II, being entirely devoted to defining the duties of officers, 
which duties are already defined elsewhere, your Committee recommend 
that the entire article be stricken out, as Section 4th of Article I, of the 
Grand Constitution provides for the performance of not only their tradi- 
tional duties, but also ‘‘ such as may be assigned them hy the command- 
ery or commander.” 


Article I17.—From the sixth line, after the words Royal Arch Mason, 
strike the words ‘and appendant degrees,” there being none such recog: 
nized by this Grand Commandery. 
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Article V, Section 7.—Strike out the words “ and wear the jewels of 
their respective offices.’ Your Committee deem it improper for officers 
of any masonic body to wear the badge of office, except the body be 
opened for the performance of some recognized duty. 


Article VI.— Your Committee recommend that the whole of Section 1 
be stricken out, for the reason that the Constitution of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States prescribes what shall constitute the uni- 
form of a Knight Templar. This is an entirely different affair, and fur- 
thermore the Constitution of this Grand Commandery states that the 
uniform of a Knight Templar shall be that which may be from time 
to time approved by this body. Your Committee would recommend 
that no allusion to uniform be made in these By-Laws. It is a question 
with your Committee, whether Trinity Commandery has the right to 
adopt a uniform other than that designated by the Grand Encampment. 


Article [X.—Your Committee see no need of Section 1 as a part of the 
By-Laws. <A simple resolution would answer the purpose of the section, 
even if such a vote should be necessary. It is hardly to be supposed that 
an officer would loan property belonging to another without the consent 
of the owner. We recommend that Section 1 be stricken out. 


RULES OF ORDER. 


There seems no need_of incorporating these as a part of the By-Laws, 
as there are well established rules for the regulation of debate, and the 
power is in the hands of the E. Commander to control it as he pleases; 
and as for the settlement of differences or disputes among the members, 
your Committee believe these can best be met as they arise, and that any 
formula or mannerism in relation to such matters, would operate rather 
as a hindrance than an aid. 


In conclusion your Committee would especially commend those pro- 
visions in these By-Laws which compel the members to clothe them- 
selves with the costume of the body. The importance of this regulation 
can hardly be over estimated, and in the opinion of your committee it 
should be enforced. No Master Mason would for a moment suppose that 
he had the right to appear in a Lodge without the proper masonic cloth- 
ing, and it is of no less importance to say the least for the welfare of the 
Commandery, that its members appear in uniform. It is due to the Com- 
mandery, that its dignity and appearance be maintained no less in its 
Asylum than in the street, (and surely no true Knight would derogate 
from the appearance of his Commandery by appearing in public unhbe- 
comingly clothed.) And it is due the candidate, not only for the sake 
of the impression to be made on him, but from the fact that he is entitled, 
and expects to have the orders conferred upon him, in a becoming man- 
ner. 
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With the alterations above named, your Committee recommend that 
the By-Laws of Trinity Commandery be approved by this Grand Body. 


Resrpectfally submitted, 


GEORGE H. BURNHAM, 
DAVID STEVENS, | commit 
ALBERT H. CUSHMAN, 


PROVIDENCE, May 24th, 1872. 


On motion it was 
Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendations adopted. 
On motion it was 


Voted, That the dispensation granted to Gethsemane Commandery at 
Newton, Mass., be continued until the annual assembly, in October next. 


Sir Daniel Seagrave was recognized as proxy for Sir 
George F. Wood, Captain General of Worcester County 
Commandery. 


Sir Benjamin Dean called attention to the report of the 
Committee No. 6, on annual address of the R. E. Grand 
Commander, and remarked : 


That he had not objected to the adoption of the report of the Commit- 
tee because on the facts disclosed by it, he was himself of the opinion that 
Sir Knight Doyle had become a member of 8t. John’s Commandery, in 
consequence of following the Rhode Island practice in masonic lodges, 
and he had always in the absence of any constitutional provision when 
a well defined masonic course of procedure existed, in either section of 
our jurisdiction, yielded to it. He further said, this is the only ground 
on which the conclusion of the report can be sustained, and he desired to 
call attention to it, lest the masonic law in such cases should be misun- 
derstood. It is apparent that the chairman of the Committee did not 
understand the decision of the Grand Commander. By turning to the 
printed proceedings it appears that the question arose on this statement 
made by the E. Commander of Calvary Commandery . 


“ One of our members (E. Sir Knight Doyle,) at our last regular meet- 
ing applied to us for a demit, stating in his communication that he had 
on the previous evening been admitted to membership in Saint John’s 
Commandery.”” The R. E. Grand Commander replied as follows : 

‘The only irregularity I notice in the action of St. John’s Commandery 
is in making Sir Knight Doyle a member, while he was a member of 
Calvary Commandery. No Sir Knight can be a member of two com- 
manderies at the same time, and any action of St. John’s Commandery, 
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before Sir Knight Doyle has ceased to belong to Calvary Commandery is 
void. As tothe rest it is with your Commandery ; it can do in the prem- 
ises what it sces fit. If Sir Knight Doyle applies for a demit, Calvary 
Commandery can grant it, with or without reasons on either hand.” 


Further by way of comment. “A similar decision was given by M. 
E. Henry L. Palmer while Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States. Nothing is more obvious than the inconsistency of 
active membership in two commanderies at the same time. A knight so 
situated might, by the simple black ball, stop the work in either body to 
its prejudice. He might be tried for the same offence in both bodies; 
one might acquit and the other convict. These testa show the inadmis- 
sibility of any other doctrine.” 

Thus it appears that the only decision of the Grand Commander was 
that no Sir Knight could be an active member of two commanderies at 
the same time. The case presented was of one“ admitted to member- 
ship” in one commandery while he was a member of another. 


The decision of the Grand Commander was correct, and these remarks 
are made to prevent misapprehensions. If the chairman of the Committee 
had called upon me I would have been happy to have explained the 
question to him. 

Instead of that he finds that the communication to Calvary Command- 
ery was not correct, that a preliminary ballot only had been taken, with 
the understanding, according to the Rhode Island law, that it should go 
for nothing unless confirmed by Calvary Commandery, and the signing 
of the By-Laws, which two last events occurred after the Grand Com- 
mander's decision, which was easily understood by Calvary Commandery. 


Tt appears that the Grand Commander's decision was on the 13th of 
September. The demit of Sir Knight Doyle, from Calvary Commaadery 
was in the month following, and the By-Laws of St. John’s Commandery 
were signed still later. These latter facts are new and appear only in 
the Committee's report; 1 do not criticise the action of the Committee in 
stating facts occurring after the decision of the Grand Commander, but 
desire that the report shall not lead to an erroneous practice. 


The roll was then called, and the following Command- 
eries were found to he represented: 


Sr. JoHn’s. PALESTINE, WoonsocKET. 
Boston. MILFORD. NARRAGNSETT. 
NEWBURYPORT. Saint BERNARD. WILLIAM PARKMAN. 
WASHINGTON. CALVARY. NORTHAMPTON. 
WORCESTER County. HAVERRILI. Soutn SHORE. 
SPRINGFIELD. Scrton. TRINITY. 

Dz Monay. BETHANY. NATICK. 


Hony SEPULCHRE. Winsiow Lewis, CeevrR de Lon, 
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On motion of Sir Edward L. Freeman it was 


Voted, That the Grand Lecturers be instructed to examine what dixcrep- 
ancies exist, if any, between the Work and Lectures and report at the 
annual assembly in October next. 


E. Sir Benjumin Dean presented a cummission from the 
Grand Commandery of Kansas, appointing him the repre- 
sentative of that body near the Grand Commandery of Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island, and requested that the sub- 
ject be referred to a committee; thereupon the R. E. 
Grand Commander appointed Sir Benjamin Dean, Sir 
Henry Chickering, and Sir Charles A. Stott as such com- 
mittee. 


On motion of V. BE. Sir Charles A. Stott it was 


Voted, That the Grand Lecturers be requested to exemplify the Work 
on the Order of Malta, at the annual assembly in October next, if time 
will permit. ‘ 


The Sir Knights were then ordered to their devotions ; 
prayer Was offered by the E. Grand Prelate, Sir Rev. Geo. 
S. Noyes, and the Semi-Annual Assembly of the Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island was adjournetl 
in ample form. 


Attest : ALFRED F. CHAPMAN. 


Gdrand: Recorder. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY 
JUNE 6, 1872. 


A SpeciaL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- — 
chusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Freemason’s Hall, 
in Natick, Mass., on Thursday, June 6, A. D. 1872, at seven 
and one ‘half o’clock, P. M. 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. E. Sir Nicuon.as Van Siryck . . . Grand Commander. 

V. E. Sir Cuartes A.Srorr . . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Horack DANIELS .. . . . . . Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Rev. H. W. Ruee acting . . . Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. GeorcGe 8. Noyes . . . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER .. . . . Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir Jonn DeaAN ... . . . . +. «Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir Wi-ttAM PARKMAN . . . . . Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN . . . . . Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Gkorck W. Ray... . . . . Grand Warder. 

E, Sir Gzorezt E. Stacy . . . . . . Grand Captain of the Guards. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in form, for the purpose 
of constituting and dedicating Natick Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders, and install- 
ing its officers, which solemn and interesting services were 
performed in the presence of the knights and their ladies. 


The lines of Natick Commandery were formed by the E. 
Grand Senior Warden, Sir Tracy P. Cheever; the R. E. 
Grand Commander and Officers of the Grand Commandery 
were announced by the E, Grand Warder, Sir George W. 
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Ray, and entered the Asylum of Natick Commandery, 
where they were received with the honors due their rank 
and station. 


Natick Commandery of Knights Templars and the Ap- 
pendant Orders was then solemnly constituted and dedi- 
cated in due and ancient form, and proclamation thereof 
was made by the E. Grand Warder. 


The official obligation was then administered by the E. 
Grand Prelate, and the R. E. Grand Commander, assisted 
by the V.E. Deputy Grand Commander, installed 


Sir JaMEs HENRY PARKER... . . . Eminent Commander, 
Sir W1LL1AM HILLMAN WRIGHT . . . Generalissimo, 
Sir CHarLES AARON Davin . . . . . Captain General, 


together with the other officers into their respective offi- 
ces, and proclamation thereof was made by the E. Grand 
Warder. 


E. Sir Rev. Henry W. Rugg, Commander of St. John’s 
Commandery, at the request of the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander, delivered the following 


ADDRESS. 

It is generally conceded that the Cathedral at Cologne, is the 
grandest chyrch edifice in the world. Yet this temple is still an 
unfinished structure. Nearly seven hundred yeurs ago its foun- 
dation stones were laid. and more than twenty generations of 
men have given thought and toil to the construction of the 
great cathedral, but still the work has not been carried forward 
to completion. Architects and builders have lived and wrought, 
have died and passed out of remembrance: one set of workmen 
has succeeded another: the original designs have been changed 
and improved upon, and thus atter u long time and by the uni- 
ted labors of many minds and hands, the temple has come to 
assume its present massive proportions and surpassing grandeur. 
As it now stands, this cathedral is the loftiest triumph of gothic 
architecture, and attracts visitors from every land, who, while 
they upon it with delight and wonder. notice some things 
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of detail and adornment still lacking, which, when finished, can 
hardly fail to increase the loveliness and glory now apparent. 


I make mention of this world famed cathedral, because to my 
thought there is a striking similitude between the construction 
of such a structure—in the length of time occupied by the 
work, the obstacles encountered, the modification of original 
plans, and the manifold agencies reqnired—and the rise and 
progress of the chivalric orders of Masonry. And I deem it no 
undue forcing of the comparison, to suggest that the present 
character and future promise of these orders are, in some 
respects, signified by the glory already revealed, but which may 
yet be so much added to, in that renowned temple of the old 
world. 


Backward, along ‘a line of more than seven full centuries, 
our thoughts must go, to mark the inception of those societies, 
out of which has sprung the institution of Templar Masonry. 
The historic period of the Crusades extends from the close of 
the eleventh to the close of the thirteenth century. It was 
during this period, a time when ignorance and barbarism press- 
ed heavily upon the nations, that the Christian countries of 
Europe seemed suddenly overrun by a tiery zeal, which soon 
kindled a general desire for the liberation of Palestine from the 
hands of the Mohammedans. We are familiar with the history 
which has been go often rehearsed. Our hearts have often 
burned within us as we have mused upon that age of strange 
enterprise, When thousands and tens of thousands of pilgrims, 
as if moved by a common impulse, took up their line of march 
for the “City of the Great Kiug ;* when the inspiration of such 
w mighty enthusiasm seized upon all classes of society, that the 
rich and the poor, the high born and the low born, the strong 
and the weak, vied with other as to who should be first in stand- 
ing forth, either as pilgrim or as soldier, on that long journey 
to the Holy Land. Have we not been thrilled again and again 
by the history of those ancient days, when the followers of the 
Cross met the followers of the Crescent in such sanguinary con- 
tests, and deeds of daring were done, and the spirit of a rare 
heroism manifested, which must forever claim the world’s re- 
spect, despite all harsh criticism which may be made upon the 
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character of the crusaders, or their conduct of those long, fierce 
campaigns in which they were engaged! . 

The Crusades were attended by terrible suffering—by hor- 
rible excesses—by a sad waste of life. In the main they were 
unsuccessful expeditions, for at the close of the 7th and last 
“ Crusade in 1270, prosecuted under the leadership of Lonis 
Ninth, of France, and Prince Edward, of England, Palestine 
remained in the hands of the Saracens. It does not follow, 
however, that the wars of the Cross were entirely without re- 
sults of good. Indeed, it is generally conceded that the Cru- 
sades exercised a most powerful and beneficent effect upon 
civilization, contributing alike to the enfranchisement of the 
human mind, and to the development of a higher life for the 
people, both politically and intellectually. They paved the way 
for the revival of learning, for social refinement, and for the 
reformation of the Church. which culminated under Martin 
Luther. But whatever differing judgment men may arrive at 
as to the results of the Crusades, none will deny that it was an 
exalted spirit which caused the heart of Christendom to throb 
with such mighty purpose; that set on foot such gigantic 
enterprises, and called forth the chivalry and the enthusiasm 
so grandly characteristio of that warlike period. We cannot 
lightly pass the record of those pilgrim warriors who went forth 
with such high resolves to battle for the holy places. Admir- 
ingly we muse upon their heroic daring, and chivalric deeds, 
while tenderly we say: 


“Their swords are rust, 
Their bones are dust, 
Their souls are saints—the just.” 


It was in the early time of the Crusades that two societies 
were instituted, to which, by the strong ties of lineal descent 
we connect the orders we represent. One of these societies 
was organized on a strictly benevolent basis, its members pledg- 
ing themselves to poverty, chastity and obedience to their 
chiefs, to the end that they might give help to distressed pil- 
grima, journeying to, or returning from the Holy Land. This 
society, originally known as the Brotherhood of St. John, soon 
made the bearing and use of arms a part of their profession, 
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and became ere long as much distinguished for their military 
powers, as for their tender ministries to the weak and the suf- 
fering. In the year 1190, they took the name of “ Knights of 
Malta,” making this title well known and of honorable distinc- 
tion. 


The other society was a military body from the start, orga- — 


nized both to care for helpless pilgrims, and to fight for the 
Cross of Christ. The men enrolled in this society were the 
Templars of the Crusades, a band of heroic souls who, living 
in a semi-barbarous age, manifested the virtues of honor, cour- 
tesy and self-denial, in a remarkable degree, while on many a 
hard fought field of battle, they made full proof of their knight- 
ly courage and endurance. Beneath the folds of their ancient 
war banner, half white and half black, which signified, “ fair 
and favorable to the triends of Christ, but black and terrible to 
his enemies,” they fought with a wild desperation and gained 
many a signal triumph. Out of these ancient orders has sprung 
the institution of Templar Masonry. Change and development 
in many directions were needed to effect this result. Genera- 
tions and centuries passed by ere its accomplishment. for it was 
not until after three or four hundred years, that any positive 
alliance was found between the military orders alluded to and 
the masonic institution. In the reign of Henry the Seventh, 
the Knights of Malta assumed the patronage of Masonry, and 
their Grand Master was chosen Protector of the Craft. Closer 
ties of association were soon connected, and the orders of 
knighthood became firmly fixed on a masonic foundation, from 
which in our day they obtain their true significance and impor- 
tance. From the time of this union, Templar Masonry has 
made great progress. Its advances and its achievements, dur- 
ing the last hundred years, make up a glorious record, while its 
present condition is most certainly a matter of justifiable pride. 
It is true that even within this period, the institution has seen 
some evil days and suffered some reverses. There have been 
times when the downfall of these orders—and of masonry itself 
—seemed imminent, but after such trials has always come a 
fresh revival of strength and a new glory. The blighting frosts 
that have ‘sometimes fallen upon the masonic institution, have 
never touched the root, the fountain of life blood; and I am 
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not sure but these seeming adverse visitations, whose effects 
have been temporary and superficial, have tended to its more 
healthy and vigorous life. ; 

It accords with the spirit of this occasion, the formal inaug- 
uration of a new Commandery of Knights Templars, that we 
give some thought to what glorifies the past and brightens the . 
present of the institution. So I have dwelt at considerable 
length upon some familiar matters of history ; and, did time 
permit, I should be glad to remark upon many things connect- 
ed with the character und work of Templarism, which we can 
consider with so much satisfaction. It would be a pleasant 
task to call over the list of illustrious names, reaching from the 
time of Hugh De Payens and the martyred De Molay until 


now—names which have become historic and give bright. . 


adorning to the annals of the order—to eulogise those men 
who were such good members of society, as well as worthy and 
valiant Templars: but it is not my purpose to indulge in mere 
laudations, and what I have already said has been intended to 
prepare the way for the presentation of this proposition, viz: 
that a progressive spirit is the law and life of masonry, and 
ought especially to characterize the orders here represented. 

I am proud of the record of the masonic institution in this 
respect. It has never ranged itself against the popular will, or 
put itself in opposition to the great ideas of civilization from 
time to time developed. It has held sacred the interests of 
humanity, and worked for their advancement earnestly and per- 
sistently. Go over the whole history of Masonry and you can- ° 
not find an instance where it has espoused the cause of tyrants 
us against the people, or where it has given aid to superstition 
and priest-craft, in their struggle against moral light and free- 
dom. On the contrary, it has commonly stood in hearty 
alliance with the friends of human progress, contributing to 
help forward the arts and sciences, and to muke its force felt 
on the right side in all the great conflicts of truth against false- 
hood—justice against injustice—right against wrong. Certain- 
ly this has been the rule of masonic action, to which history 
shows scarcely an exception. 

Consider, also, that this institution has always prospered 
best in lands touched by the highest influences of civiliza- 
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tion, in communities characterized by enlightened and liberal 
thought. It is only in the hard soil of despotism, where gene- 
ral elevation is not fostered, where manhood is not honored, 
and the spirit of a true democracy is unknown, a soil like that 
of Spain, as that country has been until recently, when great 
changes have perhaps wrought for her a partial redemption. it. 
is only in such localities that the seeds of masonic life fall upon 
unfruitful ground, which renders impossible its strong and 
healthy growth. 

Keep it in mind, likewise. that the chivalrous orders origi- 
nating in the time of the Crusades, were devised as working 
socicties forhuman good. They were not created for orna- 
ment, but they were brought into being to oppose tyranny, to 
mitigate suffering, to advance the truth, and to make a practi- 
eal illustration of the qualities of personal honor, unwearied 
zeal in another’s cause, and disinterested benevolence. In their 
early history, these societies fell upon evil days and failed to 
realize in all respects the anticipations of their founders. They 
suffered from jealousies and corruptions within the orders, far 
more than from any outward foe, as has always been the case in 
the history of masonic institutions. Nevertheless they gathered 
and dispensed princely revenues for the henefit of the needy. 
and did a great work in helping to preserve those sentiments of 
a.true chivalry, which the world can never afford to let die out. 
In the 16th century, by the modification of their rules and 
plans of action, they showed an appreciation of the fact that 

‘the world moves, and evinced their purpose to keep in the van 
of human progress. It was this wise spirit, always ready to 
adapt the institution to the changed condition of things, which 
kept Templar Masonry from falling into decay, and fixed it so 
firmly in its present position of honor and usefulness. 

Nor do I hesitate to aftirm that life, activity and progress are 
stamped upon the distinctive ideas of these knightly orders. 
Ts any question made regarding the nature of these ideas? 
Can there he any doubt concerning the engagements and prin- 
ciples of a society founded on the Christian Religion and the 
practice of the Christian virtues? They are necessarily the ideas 
of Faith and Charity, which the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ presents, the ideas signified by that revered symbol borne 


ee 
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on our banners, and fashioned in one form or another upon the 
jewels ‘and equipments of our order. Can there be any doubt 
as to what must be the work of those who truly follow that 
sign which God has set up in the midst of human history as an 
illustration of noblest service and sacrifice? Their work must 
be whatever tends to the glory of God and the good of man. 
Templar Masonry does not live for itself alone, not for mere 
show or ornament, not to preserve intact certain old formulas 
and ceremonies, but it lives because it has a work to do in the 
community and in the world, because God has made it one of 
the grand instrumentalities by which the well being of human- 
ity is to be advanced. 

I desire not to be misunderstood in these statements, for I 
hold as strongly as does any one to a genuine masonic conser- 
vatism, which cannot be safely departed from; but in my 
thought this conservatism does not mean bigotry, darkness, nor 
death. I do not regard it as the chief end of our institution to 
crystalize around certain old forms and ceremonials, as though 
the preservation of a name, a memory, a ritual, or a beautiful 
symbolism was the highest object of ambition. I can under- 
stand how changes might be made, excrescences cut off, and no 
hurt come to the institution. It lives, not because of its ntual- 
ism, or its gathered stores of legendary art, but because like the 
religion on which it rests, it belongs to humanity and therefore 
cannot be allowed to perish or to fall into decay. “Stand on 
the old ways, yet make progress,” is a good motto. Look where . 
the light shines out of the past, but always anticipate some 
fresh illumination. Keep abreast of time in thought and action, 
mindful that “new occasions teach new duties,” and that larger 
demands are continually imposed. In glowing lines the poet 
describes how the guiding genius of Columbus continually 
sounded in the ear of the brave discoverer as he sailed over the 
unknown waters, “ Ever Westward, Ever to the West.” Some- 
thing in the same way I would have the call riug out, bidding 
all Knights Templars, while they shall stand by the ancient 
land-marks of the institution, earnestly to strive so to mould, 
adapt and use its forces as to give more of light and blessing to 
the world, and at the sume time, gather to themselves a higher 
realization of those ideals of life and character, which ought 
forever to attract our souls and draw them heavenward. 
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The age of chivalry has passed away. The Crusader’s march 
is ended. No more will pilgrim warriors go forth from homes 
and kindred to battle for the redemption of the Holy Land. 
The spirit of enthusiasm—not to say fanaticism—which gave 
rise to those old time pilgrimages and campaigns is extinct. 
We may not mourn the fact, albeit no harm can come in the 
occasional referring to those heroic ages, to those valiant Tem- 
plars so justly celebrated in the ranks of the Crusaders, whose 
matchless valor has shed undying lustre upon the name we 
bear, and whose faith and fidelity are a constant source of inspi- 
ration to the world. 


Ours is a different and a more practical age. We are not 
culled to the arduous enterprises and the great sacrifices of the 
olden times, yet the work we have to do demande not less the 
spirit of Faith, Zeal and a true Charity. The work of Templar- 
ism here and now calls for earnest and strong men, men who 
will not shrink from any service for truth’s sake, for human- 
ity’s sake, for Christ’s sake. Men who will stand for the right 
wecording to the pledges they have taken, even thongh the 
earth reels and the heavens totter. 


Tn the olden time, that dearest symbol of our religion was 
borne aloft on the banners of the Crusaders, and worn on the 
shoulders of those heroic knights marshalled by Hugh De Pay- 
ens. To them the sign of the Cross was the symbol of self- 
denial and sacrifice, a cherished emblem of such power that it 
seemed to put wings to their feet, tire into their eyes, and un- 
fuiling courage into their hearts. They proudly flung its sign 
upon the winds as they marched with steady tread to the field 
of battle. Where it waved they followed. Around its stand- 
ard they poured ont their blood most freely, and made full 
proof of their knightly courage and devotion. 


Surely something of the same inspiration should still go forth 
frum this sacred symbol, with which each Templar has been 
su solemnly invested. There ought to be a meaning and a 
power in this sign of the Cross which we display on uplifted 
banner, and silken sash, and graven sword; and to which we 
point so often in the ceremonies and practices of our order. Let 
but that truth which the sign imparts touch our hearts. quicken 
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our affections, govern our actions, and we shall go forth to more 
noble enterprises and conquests, than did the Templars of old. 


“ For man’s life is the Holy Land! 
We, Lord, Thy Crusader band ! 
On our shield Thy cross we bear, 
By our side Thy sword we wear, 
Shield of faith, so stout, so-strong ! 
Sword of truth. so bright, so long !" 


At the close of the foregoing address, which was receiv- 
ed with much satisfaction, the Te Deum Laudamus was 
finely chanted by the choir, (the Temple Quartette of Bos- 
ton.) 


The benediction was invoked by the E. Grand Prelate, 
and the Grand Officers retired. 


The R. E. Grand Commander then declared the Grand 
Commandery adjourned in ample form. 


At the invitation of the E. Commander of Natick Com- 
mandery, the Grand Officers repaired to the banquet hall, 
and participated with the knights and their guests in a 
bountiful colation. 


The interest of the occasion was enhanced by the pres- 
ence of Milford Commandery, which appeared in full Tem- 
plar Costume, to welcome the new Commandery into the 
roll of subordinates within this jurisdiction. 


Several brief, but interesting speeches were made dur- 
ing the evening, social greetings were interchanged, ap- 
parent joy prevailed, and all seemed pleased with the 
good cheer and good will which characterized the entire 
ceremonies, 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 
JUNE 7, 1872. 


A SpeciaL ASsEMBLY of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Freemasons Hall, 
Charlestown, Mass., on Friday, June 7, 1872, at 8 o’clock, 
P. M. 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. E. Sir Nidwonas Van Styck . . . Grand Commander. 
V.E. Sir Coartes A.Stotr. . . . . Deputy Grand Commander, 
E. Sir Horace DANIELS . . . . . . Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Sir Seta C. AMEs acting . . . . . Grand Captain General. 
FE. Sir Rev. Georae 8. Noyes . . . . Grand Prelate. 
E. Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER . . . . . Grand Senior Warden. 
E. Sir Jonn DEAN. . .. . . . .S.)SOGrand Junior Warden. 
E. Sir WirnniaM PARKMAN... «sw S.SOGrand Treasurer. 
E. Sir ALFRED F. CoapMan . . . . . Grand Recorder. 
). SirGeorng@k W. Ray. . . . . ) .) Grand Warder. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in form, for the purpose of 
constituting and dedicating Cwur de Lion Commandery 
and installing its officers. 


The lines vf the new Commandery were formed by the 
Eminent Grand Senior Warden; the R.E. Grand Com- 
wnander and Officers of the Grand Commandery were an- 
nounced by the E. Grand Warder, and entered the Asylum 
of Cuur de Lion Commandery, where they were received 
with the honors dye their rank and station. 
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Ceweur de Lion Commandery of Knights Templars and 
the Appendant Orders was then solemnly constituted and 
dedicated in due and ancient form, and proclamation there- 
of was made by the E. Grand Warder. 


The official obligation was then administered by the E. 
Grand Prelate, and the R. E. Grand Commander, assisted 
by the V. E. Deputy Grand Commander, installed 


Sir WintiaM Henry Kent ... . Eminent Commander, 
Sir WILLIAM PATTERSON . . . . Generalissimo. 
Sir Jomnn D. Witsoxn . ww st; Captain General, 


together with the other officers into their respective offi- 
ces, and proclamation was made thereof by the E. Grand 
Warder. 


The R. E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 
ing 
ADDRESS. 


Sir Knights of Ceur De TAon: 


It has been a matter of wonder that Charlestown has not 
before this had an organized body of Knights Templars. This 
want has now been supplied. Yon are now invested with all 
the authority and power that belongs to any chartered com- 
mandery and from now henceforth are to be held responsible 
for the good repute of Templar masonry in this the most classic 
part of the old Commonwealth. Here should be cultivated 
and always found feelings the most. lofty, whether of patriot- 
ism or of chivalry. The memory of deeds performed by our 
ancestors in this vicinity should inspire your hearts with joy, 
pride and gratitude; with joy that their manhood was made 
manifest in resistance to wrong and oppression, with pride that 
their work was so gloriously efided, and with gratitude that 
hy the blessing of Almighty God it eventnated in giving 
liberty to our great and much beloved country. These memo- 
ries should also inspire you as knights to perform deeds worthy 
of men forming in part, “an institution founded upon the 
Christian religion and the practice of the Christian virtues.” 
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You have taken asa name the cuognomen of one who is the 
most celebrated for feats of arms and deeds of daring among 
all those whose names have come down to us in history, and 
have appropriately taken it, because not only of his renown as 
a gallant knight but because all of that part of his reputation 
we love to dwell upon was won when in connection with 
Knights Templars, he strove for the redemption of the Holy 
Land from the control of the infidel; for the rescue of the 
sepulchre of our Saviour from the Saracens and its restoration 
to Christendom ; that again the Christian might be permitted 
to visit the Holy shrine and there offer his devotions to ‘our 
departed Lord. That portion of his life was animated by the 
same spirit that animated those that gave birth to and perpet- 
uated the order of the Temple. “The Holy Land! what man- 
ifold associations cluster around that little spot of earth on 
which break the blue waves of the Mediteranean where they 
reach their eastermost limit; memories the must sucred, the 
most tender and the most. thrilling, cause the very name to call 
up before us a vista of the past such as no other land possesses : 
* * * what a history that land has seen of peace and of tur- 
moil; of freedom, and of bondage: of glory and of shame! 
across it has the tide of conquest rolled in every age: its plains 
have been enriched by the blood of many a different race. It 
lies before us as we think of it, now in the sunshine of the days 
when Ruth gleaned in its fields, now in the splendor of Nolo- 
mon’s rule, and then we see its condition portrayed in that 
medal which the Roman victors struck where at the foot of a 
lonely palm a weeping maiden sits, and beneath which we read 
the mournful words: ‘Judea Capta.” ; 

How many feet have sought that land! the pathways to it 
from every part of earth have been worn by the staves and the 
footsteps of pilgrims. In the front we see the venerable form 
of him who ‘ when he was called to go out into a place which 
he should after receive for an inheritance obeyed, and he went 
out not knowing whither he went.’ Thence down to these 
busier times stretches the long procession of those that have 
travelled far to kneel and to dwell on soil that to the pious 
heart is like no other soil. And as it has been in the past it 
will be in the future. Oldest shrines may be deserted, supersti- 
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tion may pass away, but the sense of reverence and the power 
of association will never so far perish that they who have the 
Bible will no longer care to visit the Holy Land.” 


The author of these beautiful lines,* also says: 

“ During eighty-eight years Palestine had been in the hands 
of the Crusaders, and Christian kings had ruled in Jerusalem. 
But this episode of romance and of glory was ended, when in 
1187 Saladin routed the Christian armies at Tiberias after 
which all the land was subdued save a few strongholds over 
which there still rose the banner of the Crusaders. This catas- 
trophy awakened grief and consternation throughout Europe, 
vod at once the third crusade was undertaken by the Germans ~ 
under Barbarossa, and the English under Coeur de Lion. The 
exploits of the two allied armies revived for awhile the droop- 
ing hopes of the Christians, but soon there arose pertidy at 
home and treason in the camp. These did as much to render 
fruitless the achievements of Richard as did the power and skill 
of Saladin. Consequently ut the end of the campaign the 
cresent waved as defiantly as ever over the land of Israel.” 


This epitomizes a period in the history of the Holy Land 
fraught with more of interest than is contained in any equal 
period of history, and by following this history closely the 
student can obtain a better knowledge and appreciation not 
only of the enthusiasm that buoyed up Christendom in the long 
struggle for the possession of Palestine, and the superstitions 
that impelled the Moslem to resist its attempts but of the char- 
acteristics of Richard of England. What a man! what of 
danger could deter him, what of suffering could discourage him, 
what of difficulty could dismay him? Indeed danger, suffer- 
ing and difficulty not only did not cause him to look backward. 
but on the other hand acted only as incentives to urge him on 
to more difficult tasks, to more dangerous enterprises, to more 
undaunted zeal. You may call it fanaticism, superstition, 
what you will. Yet it must be admitted that the acts of this 
hero king of England were (except when influenced by sudden 
passion) always in accord with his daily profession of belief in 
Christ and desire for the restoration of Jerusalem. How mag- 


* The “ Children's Crusades,” by George Zabriskie Gray. 
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nificent are hie deeds! even his errors are covered by the golden 
hues of his unsurpassed bravery. “He had the valor of Hector, 
the magnanimity of Achilles and was equal to Alexander and 
not inferior to Roland in valor ;~ nay he outshone in personal 
characteristics the illustrious characters of all times. ‘‘ He was 
as liberal as the liberal Titus,” and could claim the eloquence of 
the “Silver tongued Nestor,” and withal prudent save when 
as would happen, a tempest of passion would bear away all else. 
Presumptious he was: could he be otherwise, never knowing 
defeat? He was never dverwhelmed by adversity ; never suffered 
an injury without instant reprisal : was never outshone in 
prowess in battle; and superior to all. not only in moral good- 
ness but in strength of arms that carried him beyond all men in 
the time of danger. Happy. thrice happy would have been those 
loving the cause in which he was engaged. could envy have 
heen removed from the hearts of those who had enlisted under 
the banner of the Cross, and yet whose only cause of envy lay 
in the glory of his valiant deeds and the magnificence of his 
brilliant achievements. Could he have been sustained by all 
enlisted under that same banner of the Cross with that same 
singleness of purpose that actuated his own bosom, the Chris- 
tian world would not have been called upon to weep over the 
substantial failure of the Third Crusade, but. rather privileged 
to sing pens of joy over a restored sepulchre. 

No higher, tributes to the virtue and prowess of the king of 
England have ever been given than those contributed by his 
enemies in war, the more of value because of their interest 
rather to malign. 

Saffatin. a brother of Saladin, when he had been two years in 
the east and the privations and sufferings of the campaign 
together with the climate, finally so preyed npon his constitu- 
tion that the king was sick, upon being refused admittance to 
his presence (for it was feared to permit the Moslem to know 
of his sickness, lest the fear of his arm being removed Saladin 
would wipe out the Christian army,) thus among other things 
said : 

“T perceive that you are greatly afflicted nor am I ignorant 
of the cause. My friend. your king, is sick, and therefore you 
close his doors to me.” And falling into tears. with his whole 
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heart he exclaimed, “O God of the Christians, if 'Thou be a God, 
do not suffer such a man so necessary to Thy people to fall so 
suddenly!” “In truth I forewarn you that if the king should 
die while things stand as they are at present, all you Christians 
will perish and all this region will in time to come be ours 
without contest * * * But that king of all the princes of 
the Christian name whom the round circle of the whole world 
encompasses is alone worthy of the honor of a captain and the 
name of a king, because he commenced well and went on better 
snd will be crowned by the most prosperous results if only he 
shall remain with you a short time. 

“It is not a new thing for us to dread the English, fur fame 
reported to us his father to be such that had he come even 
unarmed to our paris we should all have fled though armed. 
Nor would it have appeared inglorious to us to be put to flight 
by him. He oar terror, # wonderful man in his day, is dead : 
but like the Phenix renewed himeelf a thousand times better 
in his son. It was not unknown to us how great that Richard 
was even while his father lived.” * * * 

His valor unable to rest in one place proceeded through x 
boundless region and everywhere left trophies of his courage. 
We questioned among ourselves whether he made ready to sub-. 
due for his God, the Land of Promise only, or, at the same 
time to take the whole world for himself. Who shall worthily 
relate the capture of Cyprus?> Verily had the island of Cyprus 
been close to Egypt and had my brother Saladin subdued it in 
ten years, his name would have been reckoned by the people 
nmong the names of the gods. When, however we at last per- 
ceived that he overthrew whatever resisted his purpose, our 
hearts were melted as the hoar frost melts at the appearance of 
the approaching sun, forasmuch as it was said of him that he 
ate his enemies alive. And if he were not presently on the 
very day of his arrival before Acre received freely into the city 
with open gates, fear alone was the-cause.” Again further on, 
when speaking of the ability of Richard to have gone to Jeru- 
salem after the fall of Acre, he says: 

~ But thanks be to God; he was burdened with the king of 
the French and hindered by him like a cat with a hammer tied 
to its tail, To conclude, we thongh his rivals. see nothing in 
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Richard that we can find fault with but his valor; nothing to 
hate but his experience in war. But what glory is there in 
fighting with a sick man? And although this very morning I 
could have wished that both you and he had all received your 
final doom, now I compassionate you on account of your king’s 
illness. I will either obtain for you a settled peace with my 
brother or at least a good and durable truce. But until I 
return to you, do not by any means speak of it to the king. 
lest if he should be excited he may get worse, for he is of so 
lofty and impatient a disposition that even though he should 
needs presently die he would not consent to an arrangement 
without seeing the advantage on his side.” 

With this sickness, from which it is said he recovered be- 
cause of his joy upon hearing of the dangerous illness and sub- 
sequently the death of the Duke of Burgundy, ended his career 
in Palestine, as shortly after his recovery that famous truce for 
the space of “three years, three months, three weeks, three 
days and three hours” was signed, and he embarked for En- 
gland. 

When again Saladin reproached and derided his Admirals 
because of the defeat of his choicest troops by the Christians. 
one of them as a reason for such defeat. and a defence therefor, 
said: “ Most Sacred Sultan, saving your Majesty. this charge 
ig unjust; for we fought with all our strength against the 
Franks, and did our best to destroy them: we met their fiercest 
attacks but it was of no avail; they are armed in impenetrable 
armor, which no weapon can pierce, so that all our blows fell 
we it were upon a rock of flint. And further, there is one 
among their number superior to any man we have ever seen ; 
he always charges before the rest, slaying and destroying our 
men; he is the first in every enterprise and is a most brave 
and excellent soldier; no one can resist him or escape out of 
his hands; they call him Melech Ric (King Richard.) Such a 
king as he seems born to command the whole earth; what then 
could we do more, against so formidable an enemy?” And 
again afterwards, when Saladin ridiculed his men for having 
boasted that they would seize King Richard and having failed 
in their enterprise, one replied: “In truth my Lord, Melech 
Richard abont whom you ask, is not here; we have never 
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heard since the beginning of the world, that there ever was such 
a knight so brave, and so experienced in arms. In every deed 
at arms he is ever the foremost ; in deeds he is without a rival; 
the first to advance, the last to retreat; we did our best to 
seize him, but in vain, for no one can escape from his sword ; 
his attack is fearful; to engage with him is fatal, and his deeds 
are beyond human nature.” 

But enough of this to show the appreciation of his prowess 
and valor by his foes, the best tribute that can be paid there- 
unto. 

Not only was Richard great in arms, but also eloquence may 
be claimed for him. Of this gift there are upon record several 
notable examples. I cannot refrain from giving one. 

When surprised by the Menelones and Cordivi, taken ata 
great disadvantage, and when it seemed that naught could 
save the soldiers of the Cross, he of the lion heart undismay- 
ed by surrounding dangers, unfearing the almost innumerable 
hosts arrayed aguinst him, arranged his few men as best he could 
by reason of the little time given for that purpose, and with 
the savage foe already commencing the attack, and when it 
seemed to all that that death which all good knights are pre- 
pared to meet with honor wag upon them, ran along the ranks 
exhorting his men in these words, “Courage my brave men 
and, let not the attack of the enemy disturb you. Bear up 
against the frowns of fortune and you will rise above them. 
Everything may be borne by brave men; adversity sheds a 
light upon the virtues of mankind as certainly as prosperity 
casts over them a shade; there is no room for flight, for the 
enemy surrounds us and to attempt to flee is to provoke cer- 
‘tain death. Be brave therefore, and let the urgency of the 
case sharpen up your valor; brave men should either conquer 
nobly, or gloriously die. Martyrdom is a boon which we 
should receive with willing minds, but before we die, let us 
whilst still alive do what may avenge our deaths, giving thanks 
to God that it has been our lot to die martyrs. This will be 
the end of our labors; the termination of our life aud of our 
battles.” 

Who can tell but that these grand words had as much to do 
with mene ‘that gallant band, as did the invincible sword of 
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the speaker. The calm philosophy evinced, the noble senti- 
ments contained, the invincible spirit displayed, and the glo- 
rious reward brought to their view, must have nerved every 
arm, given strength to every blow, buoyed up every spirit, 
and all gave a victory to the Christian arms, unequalled in 
the annals of even that most wonderful warfare. 

When again envy and malice caused him to be arraigned be- 
fore the Diet of the German Empire at Worms, accused of the 
most vile crimes, when that acme of meanness was reached, he 
so conducted himself that Hume, after giving a skeleton of what 
he said, remarks: “The spirit and eloquence of Richard made 
snch an impression on the German princes, that they exclaim- 
ed loudly against the conduct of the Emperor.” 

But time will not permit a further consideration of this won- 
derful gift of Richard Cceur de Lion. 

It seems strange, and is a sad commentary upon human na- 
ture, that notwithstanding all the sacritices he made, and all 
the blows he struck against the Infidel, and the grandeur of his 
achievements, that those who should have becn first among his 
defenders, should have caused him not only to be imprisoned, 
but to be reduced to a condition worse than the meanest male- 
factor. Not only this, but what is far more difficult for a proud 
spirit to bear, they caused to be spread abroad the most foul 
stories, whereby he was pictured as having been guilty of the 
basest and most heinous crimes. Many of these reports how- 
ever, carried their own antidotes with them, as their very 
extravagance and sometimes their impossibility, furnished suf- 
ficient evidence of their falsity. and all others that impeached 
the honor of Richard, have been met by prvof that leaves the 
world believing in his nobleness and honor. Neither his shield 
nor his sword was more bright when they glistened in the sun 
before the faces of that foe which it was his greatest delight to 
meet in honorable combat, and who, though they feared yet 
honored and admired him, than is now the glory of that repu- 
tation, refined by the lapse of ages through which it has passed, 
not lessened by that time, nor eclipsed by the personal deeds 
of any other. Other men have been entitled to more praise, 
have done more four the benefit of the world and the cause of 
religion, but none have exceeded him in the singleness of pur- 
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pose that actuated him in the part he took in the Crusades, 
nor in the bravery he displayed, and none have equalled him 
in personal feats of arms. Although nearly seven hundred 
years have rolled by since he lost his life before the Castle of 
Chaluz near Limoges, still the mere title “Coeur de Lion” desig- 
nates him and him alone, an evidence of the impress he made 
upon his time. Aye, to-day the most prominent figure of all 
that took part in the Crusades, is that of Richard of England. 


And now, brethren, here upon this Western Continent, un- 
known even to the Europeans of his day, you have named for 
him a Commandery of Knights Templars; here among a peo- 
ple mostly descended from thxt same peuple over which he 
reigned, and distinguished by many of the better characteris- 
tics of that same people, here where less than a century ago 
those same descendants met in fratricidal strife, contesting not 
for the mere last earthly resting place of our blessed Saviour, but 
for the establishment of those principles that have elevated and 
ennobled our race, and the end of which contest firmly estab- 
lished and spread those principles that Christ came upon earth 
to disseminate, and that yive everlasting life. 

Avoid the arrogance that was a portion of that Richard’s 
character and emulate his Virtues. Muke as bold a fight for 
truth and the right as he mavle for the banner of the Cross. 
Wherever you find its enemy strike even unto its destruction. 
Ever bear with you those noble words I have quoted: “Courage 
my brave men and let not the atiack of the enemy disturb you.” 
“ Bear up against the frowns of fortune and you will] rise above 
them. Everything may be borne by brave men; adversity sheds 
a light upon the virtues of mankind as certainly as prosperity 
casts over them a shade. Brave men should either conquer 
nobly or gloriously die.” 


Your destiny is now in your own hands; see to it that you 
are created for good; that you adorn our noble order by your 
practice of the Christian virtues. 


And now my worthy Sir Knights, I would address you in 
the language of David to his beloved city: “ Peace be within 
thy walls and prosperity within thy palaces!” “For my breth- 
ren aud companions’ enke, I will now say, Peace be with thee!” 
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The foregoing address was received with much approba- 
tion by all present; at the close of which E. Commander 
Kent stated that it had been concluded by the members of 
his command, to have the ceremonies of the evening per- 
formed in the presence only of knights; he also express- 
ed his gratification at the happy result, and concluded by 
inviting the Grand Officers to unite with them at a ban- 
quet. 


The benediction was then pronounced by the E. Grand 
Prelate; the Grand Officers then retired to the Grand Asy- 
lum, which was forthwith declared by the R.E. Grand 
Commander adjourned. 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 


OcToBER 25, 1872. 


Tue Srxty-Seconp ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Masons’ 
Hall, in the city of Providence, on Friday, October 25th, 


A. D. 1872, A. O. 754. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in ample form at 2 o’clock, 


P. M. 


The Sir Knights were ordered to their devotions, and 
prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate, Sir Rev. George 


S. Noyes. 


Grand Officers Present. 


Sir NicHo.as VAN Suyck, 

Sir Cuarves A. Storr, 

Sir Horace DanrExs, . 

Sir HENRY CHICKERING, . 

Sir Rev. Gzorce 8. Noves, . 

Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER, . 

Sir JoHn Dean, . ; 

Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN, . 

Sir ALFRED F. CHaPman, 

Sir StrarrorD W. RazeEe, 

Sir WrLLiam SvuTTON, . 

Sir Groraz W. Ray, . 2 
Bir Georcg E.8racy,. ... . 


Sir Frepenic A. Preece, (acting,) . 
ts \ Grand Lecturers. 


Sir Epwarp L. FREEMAN, . 
Sir E. Dana BaNcrort, . 


R. E. Grand Commander. 
V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Grand Captain-General. 
. KE. Grand Prelate. 
E. Grand Senior Warden. 
. E. Grand Junior Warden. 
E. Grand Treasurer. 
E. Grand Recorder. 
. E. Grand Sword Bearer. 
E. Grand Standard-Bearer. 
E. Grand Warder. 
E. Grand Captain of Guards. 
Grand Sentinel. 
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Permanent Members, being Past Grand Officers. 


E Sir Coartes W. Moore, E. Sir WILLiaM W. BAKER, 
“«  Wins.tow Lewis, “  BenJaMIN Dean, 
“«  WriuuM ELLison, “ Tromas A. DoyLe, 
“Wiuiram 8. GARDNER, “  WILiiaM B. BLANDING. 


“ Rev. Coarues H. Trrvs, 


Members, being Past H. Commanders, not elsewhere represented. 


Sir 8. 8. Grnopo, Sir M. WrLLiame, 
“ JoHN SHEPLEY, “ Wiiiiam H. Putprs, 
“ SPENCER P. Reap, ‘* Levi L. WEBSTER, 
“ James H. ALLEN, “ Epwin J. NIGHTINGALE, 
“ ‘WYZEMAN MARSHALL, “ SuLLIvaN W. HuntTLeEy, 
“ NatHan H. Govutp, “ Lorm L. Fuuuer, 
“ JoHN ELDRED, ‘““ D. McBEAN THAXTER, 
“ Rev. Jonn W. DapMon, “ Moses P. Roserts, 
“ §. J. M. Homer, “ James C. TUCKER. 


The records of the Semi-Annual and three Special 
Assemblies having been printed and distributed, if was 
ordered that the reading be dispensed with. 


The following report was submitted : 


In GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 
OcToOBER 25, 1872. 


THE committee to whom was referred so much of R. E. Grand Com- 
mander’s address, submitted at the Semi-Annual Assembly in May last, 
as relates to the form of application for the Orders of Knighthood, have 
attended to the duty assigned them and would respectfully report : 

We recommend that the following be ordered as the form of petition 
to be udopted and used by the several Commanderies under this jurisdic- 
tion : . 

[FORM OF PETITION. ] 

To the Eminent Commander and Members of........... Commandery 

of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of............ ; 


The subscriber, a Companion Royal Arch Mason, is desirous, if found 
worthy, to be admitted to the Orders of Knighthood in your Com- 
mandery. 


Residence: bee i 8k eec eet Re Shh aaee ee 
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When and in what Lodge made a Master Mason....... 
When and in what Chapter exalted to the degree of 
Royal Arch Mason...............020ee ees Iareviasacy eld 
Of what Lodge now a member.............ee eee evees 
Of what Chapter now a member...............-...005 
IT have.......... before applied for these Orders of Knighthood. 
Signed, 
ie 0 (ititi(‘ RR 
RECOMMENDATION. 

Tserdectentten adichecs ,a member of ..............0000. Commandery 
aforesaid, hereby recommend said Companion..............-. for admis- 
sion to.the Orders of Knighthood. , 

Bigned 5 oc is Fos we Secu diee ewe aes eek 


It is also Ordered, 


That should it appear that the applicant bas before applied for the 
Orders in any commandery other than the one to which he now applies, 
it shall not be competent for the commandery to act upon the applica- 
tion unless it be accompanied by the written consent of such command- 
ery duly attested, if within our jurisdiction ; and if without our jurisdic- 
tion, the consent in writing of the Grand Commander of the State in 
which such commandery shall be situated. 


CHARLES H. TITUS. 


Z. L. BICKNELL, 
' For the Committee. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted, and that the recommendation and 
order be adopted. 


The following report was submitted : 


In GrRanD COMMANDERY, 
PROVIDENCE, R. [., Oct. 25, 1872. 


Your committee to whom was referred so much of the R. E. Grand 
Commander's address at the last Semi-Annual session, “‘as relates to an 
amendment of the Grand Constitution in reference to permitting the 
Grand Commander to designate Grand Lecturers, as well as members of 
his Council to visit and examine subordinate commanderies,” have con- 
sidered the subject, and respectfully report: 
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In view of the increasing number of commanderies to be visited, the 
desirableness frequently of their receiving instruction in the Ritual, and 
for the reasons more fully set forth in the Grand Commander’s address, 
we respectfully recommend that Section 8 of the Grand Constitution, be 
amended by adding to it at the close of the third paragraph,— 


** Provided, however, that when in the judgment of the Grand Com- 
mander the interests of the institution will be promoted thereby, he may 
designate one of the Grand Lecturers to make such visit and report to 
him.” 

Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY CHICKERING, 
HORACE DANIELS, 
FRANCELLO G. JILLSON. 


On motion, it was unanimously 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 


The R. E. Grand Commander appointed Sirs Edwin Baker, 
Albert H. Cushman, and John P. Luther, a Committee on 
Credentials. 


REPORT OF GRAND RECORDER. 


To the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Ap- 
pendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


IN previous reports made by me, I have called attention to 
the growing importance of the printed proceedings of this and 
other Grand Commanderies. The continual applications made 
by library committees, by librarians, and by individuals, for 
these in whole or in part. show the value attached to them, and 
exemplifies the wisdom of preserving from waste or destruction 
all printed Masonic matter in such places as are likely to be 
permanent in character. - 


In addition to libraries named in previous years, I can now 
furnish to that of Brown University, in Providence, a complete 
copy of the printed proceedings of ‘this grand body. With the 
assistance of E. Sir Josiah H. Drummond, who is ever ready to 
assist, as well as to defend his fellows, I can now make a com- 
plete copy for each of the new Grand Commauderies of Arkan- 
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sas and Nebraska, and also, at the request of V. E. Sir Benjamin 
Dean, I can furnish a copy for the South Boston branch of the 
Public Library of the city of Boston. 


I have assisted individuals as well as I could in completing 
private collections, though it is next to impossible now to fur- 
nish a copy of the date of 1864, and those of 1865 and 1866 are 
becoming ulmost as rare. 


By authority of the R. E. Grand Commander, a suitable case 
has been secured, in which all duplicate copies of the printed 
proceedings of the several Grand Commanderies are placed, 
together with other priuted matter, given in the hope that a 
Masonic Library will be collected, relating in particular to 
Knight Templarism, and which shall be alike creditable and 
honorable tu this Grand Commandery. I have as yet been 
unable to complete a catalogue of the cullection, but when this 
is done, it will be easier to exchange duplicates for others, and 
thus increase its usefulness and value. 

I respectfully suggest that any Sir Knight so disposed can 
assist in building up this library by contributing Masonic 
books ur pamphlets. 


On the 16th day of November, A. D. 1871, A. O. 753, author- 
ity was given by the Grand Master of Knights Templars of the 
United States of America, to four commanderies existing in 
the State of Nebraska, to form a Grand Commandery for said 
State; and on the 28th day of December, A. D. 1871, A. O. 
753, the “Grand Commandery of Knights ‘Templars of the 
State of Nebraska,” was regularly organized, and a constitution 
adopted. 

On February 24th, A. D. 1872, A. O. 754, authority was given 
by the Grand Master of Templars in the United States, to four 
commanderies, working in the State of Arkansas, to form a 
Grand Commandery for that State. Accordingly, on March 
23d, A. D. 1872, A. O. 754, a convention was held in Fort 
Smith, for the purpose of organizing under the above authority, 
8 constitution was adopted, and the “Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars of Arkansas,” was proclaimed constitution- 
ally organized. 

* 10 
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During the year proper Charters have been prepared for 
Trinity Commandery, at Hudson, Mass., for Natick Command- 
ery, at Natick, Mass., and for Coeur de Lion Commandery, at 
Charlestown, Mass., together with a Dispensation issued May 
17th, 1872, to Gethsemane Commandery, at Newtonville, Mass. 


In view of the fact that the charters of the several com- 
manderies, made prior to the last three years, are not uniform 
in their text, I have thought it wise to try and procure copies 
of each, to be preserved in the archives of this grand body. 
This has not yet been crowned with success, but no doubt can 
be, because of its evident advantages. 


The book of records in use for the Jast three years is so nearly 
filled that there is not sufficient space left in it to record the 
proceedings of this Assembly. This completes the third book 
of records of this Grand Commandery. These, with other val- 
uable papers, are deposited in the “ fire-proof safe” which you 
gave me authority to purchase at the Annual Assembly in 
1871. 


The reports of the several Grand Recorders and Committees 
on Foreign Correspondence, show that prosperity is the rule 
with all; few, if any, derogutions from the high character of 
“Knight Templar” are reported, and all appear to be governed 
with “justice and moderation.” 


This Grand Commandery is spoken of with marked kindness, 
good will and respect by all. 


The following table, compiled from the printed proceedings 
received, of the several Grand Commanderies, will show the 
dates of the last Annual Assemblies or Conclaves of each, so 
far as we know, together with the number of subordinate com- 
manderies, the number of knights created, and the number of 
members in each. The receipt of these proceedings is hereby 
acknowledged with much pleasure and many thanks. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT. 
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GRAND COMMANDERY | Date of Last Annual 'No.Subor-| Number | No. of 
oF Assembly. dinates. | Created. |Members. 
Arkansas ............... IMarch 23, 25, 1872). . 4...].. 16. .}... 175 
Alabama................ February 5, G6, 1872'.. 9.../.. 29../... 283 
Canada.......-.eecesee. Petras a8... .ecesee|eceenees 
California............... April 12, 1872:.. 10...).. Q7..1... 503 
Georgia...........00006- [May 22) 1872:.. 8...].. 45..)... 861 
Connecticut ............ (March 19, 1872,.. 10...).. 114..]... 1298 
Tilinois................. 'Qetober 24, 1871].. 40...).. 861..|... 2433 
Indiana................. |April +2, 1872;.. 28...].. 206. ./... 1268 
VOWS 6 cc dscciteacd eee October 14, 1871!.. 21...!.. 145..1... 842 
Kanga os sseccess gciece. ere eect {October 16,1871)... 5...!.. 37..)... 175 
Kentucky............... July 12,18, 18711.. 11...).. 69..)... 587 
Louisiana,.............. |February 16, 1872'.. 38...|.. 30..)... 278 
Maine..........0..0000- May 8, 1872!.. 11...].. 150. .|... 1224 
Maryland..............- May 15,1872... 5.. jes 175..|... 428 
Massachusetts and R.1...,October 25, 1872)... 35.../.. 487../... 4852 
Minnesota.............. June -24,19791.27.0211) 5111) 458 
Michigan...............; June 4, 1872'.. 29...).. 218../... 1886 
Mississippi.............. January 27, 1872'.. 9.../.. 44..|... 262 
Missourt..............-. ee oe isi.) 19.302 |e 145..)... veal 
ecember 
Nebraska. .............. [June 19, 1872 eee 21..)... 189 
New Hampshire . September 26, 1871 9...].. 80..)... 852 
New Jersey............. \September 11, 1872. 12...1.. 139. .}... 857 
New York...........0. October 10, 1873'.. | 761..|... 5629 
OIOn esse eka ea ‘September 26, 1871). . 26...1.. 178..|... 1803 
Pennsylvania............ \June 11, 12,18, 1872... 43...|.. 776..|... 4555 
eNnNessee ..........004- May 14, 1872'.. 12.../.. 64../. 2) 782 
oC ea eae ae June* 12. 1871.. 7. ‘| oe 298 
Vermont............2... June 11, 1872'..  B...1.. 43.. 463 
Virginia................ December 14, 1871/.. 17...1.. 18..10.. 686 
Wisconsin.............. January 18, 1872'.. 10.. yo 52.0]... 698 
oe i —— eee er esol, econ ece 
Total No. Commanderies in U. 8. & Canada... 467 |——-—]........ 
Total No. created in the year in United States only... 4832 
Total No. of members in the United States only..............-. 34,804 


Neither Arkansas or Canada gives an enumeration of the 


number of knights created, nor of the number of members, 
but if we give an averuge to each subordinate in these two 
jurisdictions of 50, it will increase the total number of Knights 
Templars within the jurisdictions aforenamed to 35,744. 
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Herewith I submit the following table. it being an abstract 
of the work of the several commanderies in this jurisdiction. 


TABULAR STATEMENT. : 
LE aE PE a EEE 
. ;' 3 Tc | . 
| €lglglils'F 
NaME oF COMMANDERY. a 3 = s| 8 | 3 
ge | 2|a/ele) el] 2 
a 5 A AlalA wf 
1. Saint John’s............ i BO eV Be.) cies eeesd ese ees yea see ls eee 
2. Boston (er. in 71 mem. 31)... 512..]. .62.. ..9.), 8 
8. Newburyport........... .. 60..).. 5.. 2 ere 
4. Washington,...........].. OD seh Deca] oe ere ol seee [See Se obinete ieee 
5. Worcester County.......}.. 179..).. O..f.. LEQ. : 
6. Springfield...... eye ne 249.2). .22../.. 1.0). .2.)...0.. 
7. NeMolay...............].. 804..;..20..].. 7..)..4.f.... 2.205 
8. Holy sepulchre.........|.. 190 3) 24. |e coe ee ficed ahiiece 
9. Pilgrim................ je 142..),.16..).. 2.. Paps ie area ber ese 
10. Palestine................. 159. .|..26..)..80..)..4.1. et ae 
11. Milford................. 152..).. 9..].. 9..]..2. --1). 
12. Saint Bernard........... we (BL |e Bll weal eosselatcg}ses ed ae 
18. Calvary................ .. 202.. -17..| .1..)..8.]. : 
14. Haverbill............... wa ABD ee | oc 2 bia ec vice |e 1 eee Peer 
15. Old Colony............. 141, .|..18..) eee re A : 
16. Sutton............0..00. LAWS: elecAB glow Veale <2: | 
17. Bethany................ ter, POG wn |2 ic AD 3. | aheren bs bere aun'| Sassi | sees basi 
18. Winslow Lewis......... .. 158..1.. 4.2.10. 8..)..2. 
19. Jerusalem.............. pg TBO Sa Gee Rico leona [aera see ee aed 
20. Hugh de Payens........ .. 222... tea Tea bed ioneelenes eee 
21. Saint Omer............. vq Bleed Bolte Basses wailiiee 
22. Berkshire............... gat, BTS fees Qo Dee Sencha eel ee eee a 
23. Woonsocket............ .. 89..)..18.. ......)..2.]. ae ahee ts 
24. Connecticut Valley...... ae Toles Tot ee aa lecews | eareslGiaslea ei 
25. Godfrey de Bouillon..... 52, Setealt Bra eicacdleial gael ec awe 
26. Joseph Warren......... en Bassey Bai ioeanes ls een ea tulawen leas 
27. Narragansett............ voy. BLS iaak | eecscesl = Poageeal| oes la td'e ie he aw 
28. William Parkman....... wae Oca AB cay) atate [eaiec fesse ateres ees 
Q9. Bristol...........06000, io! *B deel Dic heSeeleerelenseioons heed 
80. Northampton........... pies AT aig Tao aneaen aes Wdatats 
81. South Shore............ Se OQ ST Tae exces | bees choad Seles oc 
82. Trinity............ .... 17) Ser eee Pearce PoP Daeicary Marae rea 
83. Natick..............+-. 182 ose lBa licecd dale alten eset sees 
84. Coeur de Lion........... AB oa 5 AO oreisiacs Leatalel| orate sl eau telstorae 
85. Gethsemane, (U. D.).....|........|.- 19..!. dalliis 
Total Members......... B58 po oars ic Pesesece taser ereliace tev] Gare te 
“Created... ....- 0c efeeeee eee Ce nee rere ttre Poorer carpe 
“  Dimited......... fee e eee cafe eeee 68 |——]....J....].... 
“  Deceased.........feececeeeleneeee | ore 89 ——....|.... 
“ Suspended. .......f... eee eleweees ee ataateifies Sey | les 
“Discharged .......f...cee cele cece ete eee ele we ete ees 18 |—— 
Hi. Wxpelledccchewesa|icewvenicleusies | ee pee |p-s-feeee 


| 
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Herewith I return my thanks to the members of this grand 
body who gave, and continued to me their confidence, by re- 
electing me to this office. Its duties are not lightly learned, 
but I have sought to avoid, as well as to correct error, in dis- 
charging them; I would have done them perfectly if I could, 
yet 

“ Heaven is not reached by a single bound ; 
But we build the Indder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 
And we mount to its summit round by round.” 


Fraternally submitted, 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 

On motion it was 

Voted, That the report be adopted and spread upon the records. 

The R. E. Grand Commander submitted the following 
report on the 

GRAND FUND. 

TWELFTH ANNUAL STATEMENT OF GRAND FUND COM- 

MITTEE. 


In conformity with the regulations as provided in Section 11 of Article 
1, of the Constitution of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Ruode Island, the committee submit their annual report: 


The fund consists of bank deposit in Boston Prov- 


ident Institution for Savings to July, 1871...... $845 08 
Interest accrued 1872..............0 cece eee e eens 99 68— 3944 71 
Bank deposit in Five Cent Bank, 1871.. ....... 8,679 12 
Interest on Stock... .... 0... cece cece cece tees eee 489 00 
Interest accrued 1872.............. 2. cece cee eee 182 92 
1-10 receipts $167,69, less taxes,$81.29............ 86 40— 4,387 44 
15 shares Mt. Vernon Bank..................-05: 1,579 00 
84 shares Market Bunk .............ceeseeeeeuee 8,480 50 
Whole fund this duy...................04. $10,341 65 
AMOUNE 1872s. iiccadiek bee Pi iwis Fatieew Hee ogee d vee $10,341 65 
“ AGT escio tes k civ aiaes area Mes oetain ae eae dees oS 9,533 65 
Gain in 187 2.56oc cee eidiets veleenes ueeve tenes $808 00 
ie . WILLIAM PARKMAN, Treasurer. 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Recorder, 
Boston, October 24, 1872. 
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The accounts of the Treasurer and Recorder were re- 
ceived and referred to the following committee: Sirs Tracy 
P. Cheever, Z. H. Bicknell, and Thomas A. Doyle, who sub- 
sequently reported as follows: 


THE undersigned, a committee to examine the account of the Treasu- 
rer, have performed the duty assigned them, and find the account duly 
vouched. He has shown 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance of Cash, October, 1871.............00.008 $934 81 
Sales ‘of Stock }.0.6 sbcdcc cena seeendgeeke ears 8,000 00 
For Charters and Dispensations.................. 220 00 
“Interest on Stocks.......... ccs e eee ee eee ees 215 00 
“ Returns from Recorder...............-..--6+ 1,383 00— $5,752 381 


For Rent. ' 23.202 aeons teats $ 81 58 
“ Salaries and Taxes............ 0.00. eee eens 381 29 
SO SPiN Gees icc si te ceils nse eitheeh e ances 852 73 
MOTD PAVE io seed a's Saas hha op ele Dod eee Mead tae 420 26 
Banquets i602 av acces lee cis a Teed Seta ewiere es 154 75 
“ Extraordinary expend’s, Chicago, Safe, &c... 1,085 90 
HS CHATEEYS 3 cy cbse aksagaeeard erate ese a sedate Fie 100 00 
8 Grand Punic. cece ween ten wieieeeceey vane 86 40 
“Charters and Stationery..............--.000- 206 49 
“Invested in Stocks ......... cece cece et eceees 2,262 25 

Making: cece cov eses bai eda laws dins $5,631 65 
Cash on hand this day........... 0... cece eee eee 121 16— $5,752 81 


TRACY P. CHEEVER, 
PROVIDENCE, Oct. 25, 1872. Chairman of Committee. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be adopted. 


The following reports were submitted : 
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REPORT OF GRAND CAPTAIN GENERAL. 


To the R. E. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. 


Rigut EMINENT SiR :—In obedience to your General Order, 
No. 1, of November 1st, 1871, for the fulfillment of the require- 
ments of paragraph 3, of Sec. 8, of our constitution, I have 
visited the following subordinate commanderies assigned to me 
at the time mentioned, and report in reference to them as 
follows : 


March 13th, 1872, I visited St. Bernard Commandery, Boston, 
E. Sir Samuel Wella, Commander. I was accompanied by E. 
Sir Rev. George 8. Noyes, Grand Prelate, and E. Sir Alfred 
F. Chapman, Grand Recorder. The charter, records, etc., 
were in good condition: and well kept, and the paraphernalia 
complete, as would be expected of any of our Boston command- 
eries. I witnessed the confering of the Order of the Red Cross 
on three candidates, one of whom was the Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, Percival L. Everett, 
Esq., and the work was well done. At its close, a very pleasant 
banquet was enjoyed, with some speeches, and much zest given 
to the occasion by a frequent interspersion of songs peculiar to 
them and in a style peculiarly their own, and which all who 
have been present with them on such an occasion have so much 
enjoyed. In this visit I was also accompanied by Sir John 
Edward Mason, of Washington, D. C., who expressed himself as 
highly pleased with the whole appearance, work, and evident 
prosperity of this fine body. 


March 14th, 1 visited William Parkman Commandery, at 
East Boston, E. Sir Albert B. Barrett, Commander, accom- 
panied by E. Sirs William Parkman, Grand Treasurer, and 
Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder, and Sir Knight William 
H. Murray. The work was on the Temple, and very well and 
impressively done. I was particularly struck with the general 
high tone, knightly appearance, complete outfit and parapher- 
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nalia of this youngcommandery. The set of books, records, etc., 
were very complete and full, systematically arranged, all beau- 
tifully kept. They were elegantly bound, and splendid speci- 
mens, models, I may say, which any ccmmandery might well 
take as samples. Everything indicated abundant prosperity. 
After the assembly had closed, a very pleasant time, with 
speeches, was enjoyed around their hospitable board, as we par- 
took of the creature comforts. 


March 25,1 visited, alone, Old Colony Commandery, Abing- 
ton, E. Sir Stephen R. Bradford, Commander. The work was 
on the Red Cross and was very fairly done. Charter well pre- 
served and records well kept. This commandery is composed 
of a fine set of earnest, active men, they have a good outfit and 
accommodations, and everything betokens prosperity. A very 
pleasant social chat and interchange of feeling and sentiment 
was enjoyed around the sucial board, as we broke bread together 
after the labors of the evening were closed. 


May 23, I visited Woonsocket Commandery, Woonsocket, R. [., 
E. Sir Moses P. Roberts, Commander, accompanied by E. Sir 
Stafford W. Razee, Grand Sword Bearer. The charter, records, 
etc., were in good condition. The work was on the Red Cross, 
and fairly done, but lacked a life and animation that would have 
made it more impressive. The interchange of knightly cour- 
tesies and fraternal intercourse at the “banquet,” during the 
ceremonies, was pleasant and we hope profitable. 


June 17, I visited alone, South Shore Commandery, at Wey- 
mouth, E. Sir Z. L. Bicknell, Commander. The time was an 
importune one, as it was the opening day of the Peace Jubilee, 
and many of the members were in attendance upon that, and 
were, like myself, delayed by the great rush of travel, so that 
when we reached the place the hour was late, and many were 
prevented by this, the fatigue of the day, and the heat of the 
evening, from attending. Still the attendance was fair, consid- 
ering the circumstances. The work, upon the Temple, was 
rendered with a good degree of accuracy, but was wanting in 
some details that tend to give it impressiveness. This com- 
mandery is among our youngest, but it is composed of deter- 
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mined men who are working with devotion, and intends to give 
a good account of itself. 


June 25, I visited Palestine Commandery, at Chelsea, Mass., 
E. Sir Charles T. Gay, Commander, accompanied by E. Sir 
William Parkman, Grand Treasurer. Everything here was in 
good condition. The work was on the Order of the Red Cross, 
and was accurately and well done, with animation and impres- 
siveness. The E. Commander and all his officers worked 
decidedly well, and that of the acting Master of Infuntry, who 
temporarily filled the office that night, is worthy of special note 
both for accuracy, good taste and impressiveness. A very plea- 
sant banquet closed the evening and was enjoyed with a relish 
such as the Sir Knights of this excellent commandery always 
impart to such an occasion. 


September 18, I visited Boston Commandery, Boston, E. Sir 
Henry Endicott, Commander, accompanied by E. Sirs Rev. 
George 8. Noyes, Grand Prelate, William Parkman, Grand 
‘Treasurer, and Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder. The 
excellent reputation of this, next to our oldest commandery, 
was abundantly sustained on this occasion, when the Order of 
the Red Cross was conferred upon seven candidates in the 
most impressive manner. Our venerable “ Father Abraham A. 
Dame,” to whom we are so much indebted for the correct trans- 
mission of our lectures and ritual, and who is Prelate of that 
Commandery, officiated in that capacity, and rendered the 
work with that accuracy for which he is proverbial, and in a 
neat, solemn and impressive manner, while Commander Endi- 
cott not only/presided with the grace and dignity of a sovereign, 
but rendered his part in a manner seldom equaled for force and 
impressiveness. The work of the other officers was well done. 
I cannot forbear to mention that Past R. E. Grand Commander, 
William Ellison, officiated in the capacity of Master of Infantry 
in introducing two of the candidates, with an impressiveness 
and power of pleading that I have never seen equaled in the 
rendering of this portion of our beautiful ritual. The condi- 
tion of this commandery, its records, etc., is eminently satistac- 
tory. The hour of social enjoyment around the festive board 
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after the evening labors were closed, was characterized by good 
cheer, knightly courtesy, and fraternal greetings. 


October 7, I visited, alone, St. Omer Commandery, South 
Boston, E. Sir Charles H. White, Commander. This com- 
mandery in connection with the other masonic bodies in South 
Boston, has recently occupied new, spacious and elegant apart- 
ments, where every needed convenience has been provided. 
Everything connected with the commandery seemed to be in 
excellent condition. The work, upon the Order of the Red 
Cross, was well and impressively rendered by the E. Com- 
mander and all the officers participating. The social enjoy- 
ment and banqnet in the course of the ceremonies was very 
' pleasant but somewhat hastened by the fact, that it was the 
annual meeting for the election and installation of officers, and 
much business remained to be done. I was pleased to meet 
here our late R. E. Grand Commander, and present V. E. 
Grand Captain General of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States. He continues his deep interest for St. Omer, 
over which he presided in its infancy, and did so much to make 
it successful and prosperous. 


In all these visitations, I have been received, as your repre- 
sentative, with the most knightly courtesy, and I take this 
opportunity to return my grateful acknowledgments to the 
officers and Sir Knights of these commanderies for their kind 
attention, their generous hospitality and their knightly bearing. 

What I have witnessed in the discharge of these duties 
devolved upon me by you, R. E. Sir, has impressed me with 
the apparent outward prosperity of our order, and I can but 
hope and trust that its beautiful and sublime moral teachings 
are having their legitimate influence upon the heart and inner 
life, and that men are being made not only templars in name, 
but templars in a higher and better sense. 


Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 


HENRY CHICKERING, 
Grand Captain General. 
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REPORT OF GRAND GENERALISSIMO. 


To the R. E. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 


Riaut EMINENT Sir :—By your General Order No. 1, issued 
Nov. 1, 1871, the following subordinate commanderies were 
assigned to me to visit and examine, viz: St. Johns, Pilgrim, 
Sutton, Jerusalem, Hugh de Payens, Godfrey de Bouillon, 
Narragansett and Trinity. 


The V.E. Deputy Grand Commander wrote me on the 7th 
of March, 1872, that the Generalissimo of Hugh de Payens 
Commandery, who, in the absence of the Commander, was act- 
ing Commander, was desirous to have him, in consideration of 
personal courtesies extended to them, make the visitation to 
this body, I therefore yielded the visitation of Hugh De Payens 
Commandery, to the V.E. Charles A. Stott, Deputy Grand 
Commander. I should, however, have joined him in this visi- 
tation, but for pressing business that called me from home at 
that time. : 


On the 24th of April, 1872, I visited Pilgrim Commandery. 
I was received by the E. Commander and Sir Knights, with 
that knightly courtesy characteristic of this flourishing com- 
mandery. The V.E. Deputy Grand Commander was present, 
and a large number of Sir Knights were in attendance. The 
work was on the Order of the Red Cross, and it was rendered 
in the usually felicitous manner for which this commandery is 
so justly noted. The banquet was given during the conferring 
of the Order, and following the bountiful repast was the “feast 
of reason and flow of soul,” in which a goodly number of the 
“Sir Knights present participated.” 

The presence of the E. Commander of Haverhill Command- 
ery and other visiting Sir Knights, added much to the pleasure 
of the occasion. Pilgrim Commandery now hold their assem- 
blies in the new Masonic Temple, occupied in connection with 
the other masonic bodies of Lowell, in the beautiful edifice, 
erected by E. Sir Hocum Hosford, their Commander. The 
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appointments of their asylum are very complete, and their armo- 
ry is tastefully fitted up in style and convenience not excelled 
by any that it has been my pleasure to visit. Your represen- 
tative was most hospitably entertained by the E. Commander 
at his home, during his stay in Lowell. 


On Thursday, June 13th, 1872, I visited Jerusalem Com- 
mandery, KE. Sir S. W. Huntley in command. The work was 
on the Order of the Temple. which was satisfactorily and im- 
pressively rendered. On account of the very warm evening, 
there were not so many of the officers and Sir Knights present 
as I would have been pleased to have met, but those present 
manifested commendable zeal und interest in the Orders of 
Knighthood. ‘his commandery hus also entered new and 
spacious apartments, having a tine and commodious asylum 
and large armory in which to conduct their drill. The out- 
ward and material prosperity of this portion of our jurisdiction, 
is but indicative of the strength and prosperity that muy rea- 
souably be expected to attend this important commandery. 


On Thursday, June 27th, 1872, I visited Sutton Command- 
ery, at New Bedford. There was a fair uttendance of the Sir 
Knights, and the Order of Malta was well and correctly con- 
ferred on several candidates. The banquet and social inter- 
course that followed betokens the harmony and good fellowship 
that prevails in this commandery. 

Their records show remarkable punctuality in the attendance 
of the officers at all of their assemblies, the absence of any one 
of them being a rare occurrence. This commandery, under 
the efficient administration of KE. Sir Jobn A. Lee, preserves its 
former excellent reputation. 


On Monday, Sept. 23d, 1872, I visited Narragansett Com- 
mandery. Though this Commandery has the smallest mem- 
bership of any in our jurisdiction, yet there were a goodly 
number of the Sir Knights present, including E. Sir James 
M. Pendleton, Past Commander. There was no work on this 
occasion, nor has this commandery done any work during the 
year for want of candidates. The E. Commander stated the 
condition of the commandery, but spoke more particularly of 
the effort that had been made for extension of jurisdiction. 
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It will be remembered, that at the Semi-Annual Assembly 
of this Grand Commandery in May, 1870, the subject of juris- 
diction of Narragansett Commandery was left with the Grand 
Commander with full powers. R.E. Benjamin Dean commu- 
nicated with the Grand Commander of Connecticut and, after 
reciting that Palmer Chapter of Connecticut, holding its meet- 
ings in Westerly, Rhode Islaud, held jurisdiction of the terri- 
tory of Franklin Lodge in Westerly, requested that Narragan- 
sett Commandery may have the same territorial jurisdiction in 
Connecticut that Palmer Chapter has. This request was 
disposed of by the Grand Commander of ‘Connecticut, by 
referring it to the action of Palestine Commandery, of New 
London, holding the territorial jurisdiction of Palmer Chapter 
in Connecticut. I regret to learn that Palestine Commandery 
declines to yield the jurisdiction asked for, and also refuses 
permission fur two Royal Arch Masons to receive the Orders 
of Knighthood in Narragansett Commandery, notwithstand- 
ing that the latter have courteously offered to divide the fees 
with Palestine Commandery. 


The courage and constancy of the Sir Knights of Nurragan- 
sett Commandery, is proof of their zeal and devotion to the 
Order. 


On Monday, Oct. 7th, 1872, I visited St. Johns Command- 
ery, Providence. I was accompanied by E. Sir Knights, A. F. 
Chapman, Grand Recorder, E. L. Freeman, Grand Lecturer, 
A. Crawford Greene, Past Commander of St. Johns, and John 
P. Luther, Commander, and E. J. Nightingale, Past Com- 
mander of Calvary Commandery. 


Your representative and suite received the cordial greeting 
of the Eminent Commander and salutation of a large number 
of valiant knights. Ata late hour of the evening, the R. E. 
Grand Commander, accompanied by E. Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, 
were received within the asylum with appropriate honors. 


The Order of the Temple was effectively conferred on several 
candidates, and their new ascension and dissolving scenery 
added greatly to the impressive charge of the Prelate. 
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Success and prosperity have attended this commandery dur- 
ing the past year, and twenty-four have been knighted and 
enrolled in their ranks. 

Here again, the punctuality of the officers at every assembly 
is commendable, and evinces their patience, perseverance and 
unwearied zeal in promoting the interest of our Order. 

This commandery has been called to part with another of 
its long tried standard bearers, in the decease of E. Sir James 
Salsbury, a Past Commander of St. Johns, and Past Grand 
Generalissimo of this Grand Commandery. 

The presence of the R. E. Grand Commander and fourteen 
present and past commanders of subordinate commanderies, 
contributed much to the pleasure of the occasion. 


At the conclusion of the work we were escorted into the ban- 
queting hall where the time was very pleasantly passed, until a 
late hour, in participating in an entertuinment most creditable 
tg St. Johns Commandery and its genial commander. 


On Wednesday, Oct. 9th, 1872, I visited Godfrey de Bouil- 
lon Commandery. The E. Commander, 8. Wright Butler, had 
arranged for a special assembly for my visitation at this date, 
and had expressed to me his pleasure in anticipating an oppor- 
tunity of extending knightly greeting. On my arrival in Fall. 
River, I was pained to learn of Sir Knight Butler's bereave- 
ment, in the decease of his son, an only child. : 


In the absence of the commander, E. Sir Robert Henry pre- 
sided and conferred the Order of the Temple upon one candi- 
date, in a very impressive and effective manner. 


I passed a very pleasant occasion, both in their asylum and 
banquet hall, in making the acquaintance of the Sir Knights of 
this commandery. 


I have not visited Trinity Commandery since its constitution, 
I conferred with E. Commander Chamberlain with reference to 
making a visitation this autumn. The matter was delayed 
until they could get into the new asylum which was so near the 
time of this annual assembly. that I deemed it not best to call 
a special meeting for inspection. 
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I herewith communicate the following extract uf Commander 
Chamberlain’s letter to me of the 22d instant: “Since our 
constitution, we have conferred the Orders of Knighthood upon 
five applicants, and now number fifty-one members. The com- 
mandery is in a most happy condition, union and brotherly love 
prevailing, and from my observation of work in neighboring 
commanderies, I think we need not be ashamed of our manner 
of rendering it. I feel proud of my officers and men. Our 
new asylum is all we can desire. ‘The main hall 35x45, is fur- 
nished with tapestry carpet, two rows of stationary settees cov- 

‘ered with plush, and officers’ chairs to match. Prelate’s room 
furnished in the sume style, and three guard rooms. The ar- 
mory contains eighty-two cases in black walnut and furnishes 
ample accommodations for regalias.” 


Thus R.E. Sir, ] have the honor of reporting my official 
acts under the authority of your order; and I would add, that 
I was cordially greeted as your representative of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

In addition to the above visitations, I was present at the con- 
stitution of Trinity, Natick and Coeur de Lion Commanderies, 
and accompanied you at the annual elections of St. Johns and 
Calvary Commanderies, and assisted in the installation servi- 
ces. 


On the Ist of Oct. at the request of E. Commander, Edward 
L. Freeman, I was present and presided at the annual election 
of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, and installed the officers elect ; 
and on the evening of the 22d instant, assisted by E. Stafford 
W. Razee, Grand Sword Bearer, I installed the officers of Woon- 
socket Commandery. 

HORACE DANIELS, 


Grand Generalissimo. 


REPORT OF DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER. 


To the R. E. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


S1r:—I have the honor of submitting a report of my official 
visitations during the year just passed. The following com- 


manderies were assigned to me, viz.: Newburyport, Washing- 
s 


88 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


ton, De Molay, Calvary, Haverhill, Bethany, Joseph Warren, 
Natick and Ceeur de Lion, and I have visited them all with the 
exception of Calvary, which I was prevented from doing on 
account of a press of business. 


November 29, 1871, I installed the officers of Pilgrim Com- 
mandery, Lowell. 


December 9, 1871, I assisted at the constitution of Trinity 
Commandery, Hudson, and the installation of its officers. | 


March 19th, 1872, I visited Coeur de Lion Commandery, 
Charlestown, and found them working under dispensation, and 
with such energy and zeal as to put some of our older com- 
manderies in the back ground. I was also present with you 
at the constituting of this commandery, June 7th. 


April 10th, by the courtesy of E. G. Generalissimo Daniels, I 
visited Hugh de Payens Commandery at Melrose, and was 
most cordially received by the officers and members of that 
body; the attendance was very large indeed, their spacious hall 
being filled to overflowing. 

The “unbounded hospitality which has ever characterized ” 
the knights of Hugh de Payens is fully recognized both at 
home and abroad, for in addition to large delegations from 
neighboring cummanderies, there was present a committee 
from Trinity Commandery, Augusta, Maine, charged with the 
pleasant duty of presenting a beautiful scries of resolutions for 
the many acts of kindness extended to them while on a pilgrim- 
age within our borders. I regretted very much the absence of E, 
C. Winship, who was detained by long and protracted illness 
from being present, but his place was ably filled by Generalis- 
simo Parker, who conferred the Order of the Red Cross in a very 
correct and pleasing manner. I was accompanied by E. G. 
Recorder Chapman and several other Sir Knights. 


May 21, I visited Bethany Commandery, Lawrence, and wit- 
nessed an exemplification of the Order of the Red Cross. The 
fraternity at Lawrence have just completed a suite of very 
elegant and commodious apartments in Saunders’ Block, which 
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will rank among the finest in the State. At the close of the 
meeting your representative was entertained with that liberal 
hospitality so well known to all who have had the -pleasure of 
experiencing it. 


May 28th, I visited Haverhill Commandery and found them 
in a very flourishing and prosperous condition; the work was 
upon the Order of the Red Cross, and was effectively rendered. 
The fraternity at Haverhill are not to be behind their neigh- 
bors up the river, for they have just purchased a site, and ere 
now I presume a Masonic T’emple is in process of erection, 
which will be not only an ornament to their fair city, but a 
monument to their untiring zeal and energy in successfully 
prosecuting so formidable an enterprise. 


June 6, I assisted at the constituting of Natick Commandery 
and the installation of its officers. 


June 18th, in company with the Grand Recorder, I visited 
Washington Commandery, Newport, and my visit was made 
the more pleasant by the kind attentions shown me by Sir 
Knight Eldred, E. C. of that body. 

The order of the Temple was conferred in a very satisfactory 
manner, at the close of which the inner man was most boun- 
tifully provided for, and the time spent with the knights of 
Washington Commandery will long be remembered with 
pleasure. 


September 20th, I visited Newburyport Commandery, und it 
being their annual assembly, at the invitation of the E. C. I 
presided at the election and installed the E. C. into office. This 
Commandery still retains the eminent services of Sir Knight 
Pike, he having been for the eighth time unanimously elected 
to E. C. 


September 20th, I visited De Molay Commandery and was 
present at their annual election, at the close of which I installed 
its officers. The report of the Treasurer shows that this 
commandery is in a very prosperous condition, they having 
in a ead permanent fund over ohe thousand dollars the 
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past year, which speaks well for the financial administration of 
this body, of which our Grand Treasurer is a Past Commander. 


October 23, I visited Joseph Warren Commandery, Boston 
Highlands. The Order of the Red Cross was conferred in a 
very acceptable manner, at the close of which I installed the 
officers elect. This commandery still maintains the high rank 
it assumed when added to our roll of commanderies, and I 
predict for it great prosperity in the future. In conclusion I 
ean but say that a marked prosperity has attended the com- 
manderies that it has been my pleasure to visit, the exchanging 
of the old and cramped apartments for the new, elegant and 
commodious ones, bespeaks I think a continnance of that pros- 


perity. 

Frequent inquiries have been made in regard to the new 
work adopted by the Grand Body and I would respectfully 
recommend that some measures be taken to put every com- 
mandery in possession of it. 


Fraternally yours, etc., 


CHARLES A. STOTT, 
Deputy Grand Commander. 


The R. E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 


ing 
ADDRESS. 
Upon assuming the duties of the office of Grand Commander 
I issued the following order : 


GRanp CoMMANDERY oF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 
OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, Nov. Ist, 1871. 


[GENERAL ORDER, No. 1.] 
Frrst.—The Head Quarters of the Grand Commandery are hereby 
established at the city of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island. 
Srconp.—The R. E. Grand Commander reserves to himself the follow- 
ing subordinate Commanderies, to wit: Worcester County, Springfield, 


Holy Sepuichre, Milford, Winslow Lewis, Berkshire, Connecticut, Bristol, 
and Northampton for his personal visitation and examination. 
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Turrp.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, Deputy Grand 
Commander, to visit and examine, to wit: Newburyport, Washington, 
De Molay, Calvary, Haverhill, Bethany, Joseph Warren, Natick, (U. D.), 
and Ceur de Lion (U. D.) 

FourtH.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to E. Sir Horace Daniels, Grand Generalissimo, 
to visit and examine, viz: Saint John’s, Pilgrim, Sutton, Jerusalem, 
Hugh de Payens, Godfrey de Bouillon, Narragansett, and Trinity (U. D.) 

Firra.—That the following subordinate commanderies be, and the 
same are hereby assigned to E. Sir Henry Chickering, Grand Captain- 
General, to visit and examine, viz: Boston, Palestine, Saint Bernard, 
Old Colony, Saint Omer, Woonsocket, William Parkman, and South 
Shore. 

SrxtH.—That the V. E. Deputy commander, E. Grand Generalissimo, 
and the E. Grand Captain-General severally report at the next Annual 
Assembly of the Grand Commandery in October, A. D. 1872, the result 
of such visitations and examinations. 


SEVENTH.—It is further ordered that the aforenamed Grand Officers 
shall not take with them, or either of them, on such visitations, any per- 
son or persons at the expense of the Grand Commandery, without permis- 
sion from the R. E. Grand Commander being first had and obtained. 


E1eutH.—It is also ordered that this Order be read at the head of each 
Commandery at the next regular meeting thereof. 
N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander. 
Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 


The object intended was two-fold. First, that all command- 
eries might know what Grand Officer was assigned to visit and 
examine it, and second to lessen the expenses of visitations. It 
has long been the custom for Grand Officers to take with them 
upon visitations some knights as members of their “suite,” the 
expense of which was paid out of the funds of this Grand Body. 
These visitations were thus made very pleasant and frequently 
instructive, and the custom would have been continued had I 
felt that our income warranted the expenditure. An attempt 
bas been made to avoid any extraordinary expense, to conduct 
the business upon as economical a plan as possible. It was 
desired to be ascertained what are our necessary expenses, and 
what our actual income, that the difference between the two 


92 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


might show our annual loss or gain, without reference to such 
emergencies that are always liable to rise, that we might thus 
see with tolerable certainty what should be the tax required from 
our subordinate bodies. Article 11, Sect. 6, of our Constitu- 
tion provides that “every subordinate commandery should 
make a return to the Grand Recorder of this Grand Com- 
mandery, on or before the tenth day of October annually, of the 
roll of its officers and members, of all candidates for the orders 
accepted or rejected ; and shal] pay to this Grand Commandery 
three dollars for every knight created, and an annual fee of 
tbree dollars.” The Grand Recorder by my direction in Sep- 
tember last, issued a circular letter to each subordinate, calling 
attention to the above and urging a compliance with the terms 
of this provision, and yet on October 23d, 1872, ten chartered 
commanderies and one under dispensation had not reported. 
I shall not call attention to the delinquent bodies by calling 
their names, but I must be permitted to publicly deplore the 
dereliction. It renders impossible that accurate determination 
of results which was desired, and I trust that another year will 
witness a strict compliance with duty in this regard. As it is, 
a very accurate account can be made of our income during the 
last year by first taking the actual returns for twenty-four 
bodies and estimating the remaining eleven. 


Returns for twenty-four bodies F ; , $1221 00 
“eleven ‘* estimated . : 476 00 
Total . j ; : ; : $1,697 00 
The ordinary and necessary expenses incurred during year are, 
Printing : F : : ; . $835 33 
Rent . : : ‘ : ‘ ‘ 175 00 
Travel of Grand Officers including travel in constituting 
new bodies. : : . : : 379 59 
Banquet at last annual : . : 3 125 00 
Charity, Lash ; : 100 00 


Expenses of Charters and of Grand Commandery consti- 


tuting Trinity, Natick and Coeur de Lion . 206 49 
Salaries of Grand Recorder and Grand Treasurer 300 00 
Total : ; : : ; . «$2,121 41 


These show an expenditure of $424.41 over and above receipts 
from subordinates without mentioning amount received for 
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charters $180.00, which amount added to annual income still 
leaves a balance against income of $244.41. But in addition to 
this under the vote of the Grand Commandery there has been 
paid the following extraordinary expenses : 


Sent to Chicago : ; : . . $500 00 
Grand Encampment tax . : : i 190 90 
Paid for Safe F : : ; : 232 00 
Paid for Plate : ‘ : : ; 100 00 

$1,022 90 


Besides the above bills there came down to us from last year 
$380.85. All these bills have been paid save $150.00 for rents. 
But of the gross receipts one-tenth must be taken, say, $187.70, 
to be placed to the account of the Grand Fund, thus leaving 
a balance against the commandery from its annual income 
from subordinates of 432.11, which sum with the other sums of 
$1,022.90, and $380.85, must be met from the income of invested 
funds, or from the funds themselves. 


T do not well see how we can reduce from the “ordinary and 
necessary expenses.” The travel and expenses of first four Grand 
Officers for visitations and constituting three new command- 
eries under the effect of my order of November 1st, 1871, has 
been only $285.60. This may be reduced a little by having an 
eye to expense in the assignments made for next year. You 
will see that the item of printing is large, but it cannot be 
reduced unless you will forego a good deal that is ordinarily 
printed with Abstract of Proceedings. Is it wise to forego any 
of this? What then shall we do? Shall we go on in this way 
until the Grand Body is without funds? Or, shall we add to 
tax upon subordinates? Shall we cease printing abstract of pro- 
ceedings and visitations entirely, or, shall we see that the 
annual receipts from subordinates be sufficient to meet this 
and other expense. This is no longer a question of increasing 
the funds of the Grand Body, but of maintaining the integrity 
of that fund. There must be no more charity, or safes, or 
Grand Encampment taxes, nor other expenses voted, or we 
muet fill our “money drawer” with more funds. From this state- 
ment the mistake of changing the requirement of five dollars to 
three as a tax for newly created knights is manifest, and having 
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the interest, dignity and independence of this body at heart we 
must and that at once restore it. I recommend such restora- 
tion and ask that the subject may be referred to a committee 
to report at this assembly. 

Since writing the above, that is this A. M., I received infor- 
mation of the returns of six other commanderies, which leave 
but five behind, but does not particularly affect the above esti- 
mates. 


PARADES AND PILGRIMAGES. 


On the 28th of May last I received an application from 
Springfield Commandery, (date of application being May 27th, 
1872,) to visit St. John’s Commandery, New Brunswick, some- 
time during the month of June, then next following, as also to 
appear in public in regalia on the way to and from St. Johns. 
Springfield Commandery had received an invitation from St. 
John’s Commandery to make such visitation and had been 
tendered a welcome of the most cordial character. It was 
deemed that the occasion was of such a character (being purely 
knightly,) as to warrant the granting of the application. 

Before, however, a reply had been made to the application 
the following letter was received in due course of mail. 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MAINE. 
OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 


LEwistTon, May 28th, 1872. 
Right Eminent Sir Knight: 


I have authentic information that a commandery from Springfield, 
Mass., under your command, is about to pass through this jurisdiction 
upon a visit to St. Johns, New Brunswick. 

I am also informed that they intend to parade in this State as a com- 
mandery of Knights Templars, in a uniform or costume other than that 
prescribed by the statutes of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 
This information may not be correct; but inasmuch as I have recently 
promulgated the edict of the Most Eminent Grand Master, that no other 
uniform than the one prescribed, can properly be worn by Sir Knights, 
I feel bound to act upon it so far as to advise you of it, as under present 
circumstances I should much regret having a commandery from another 
jurisdiction, parade in a uniform which our own commanderies are not 
allowed to wear. 

Not doubting that you will not allow any breach of comity and cour- 
tesy on the part of one of your commanderies toward this jurisdic- 
tion, (if it prove that the parade is contemplated), and assuring you that 
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we shall be happy to receive in Maine any of the bodies under your com- 
mand uniformed according to the regulations, 


I have the honor to be, courteously yours, 


H. H. DICKEY, 


Grand Commander. 
R. E. Nichouas Van Siycx, 


Grand Commander of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


Immediately upon the receipt of this letter, I replied ina 
letter of which the following is a copy: 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE IsLAND. 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, May 380th, 1872. 
Right Eminent Sir Knight: 

Yours of the 28th, was received this A. M., and I proceed at once to 
reply. I had received on the receipt of yours, an application from 
Springfield Commandery Knights Templars, for leave to visit St. John’s 
Commandery, New Brunswick, also to wear regalia in going and return- 
ing but had not replied thereto. 

Upon receipt of yours I replied at once and an extract from that reply 
will perhaps best show you whether “any breach of comity and courtesy 
&c.,” will be allowed by me. 

After referring Springfield Commandery to your communication I say : 
“You will see that you are virtually prohibited from appearing in your 
regalia within the jurisdiction of the R. E. Grand Commander of Maine. 
In fact, the detter, if not the true rule, is for any commandery passing 
under the jurisdiction of another Grand Commandery than that to which 
it owes allegiance, to obtain the consent of its Grand Commander. For 
while you are within his domains, you are entirely subject to his rule in 
all knightly matters. . 

“ This in my view does not prevent you from passing through such terri- 
tory even in a body, but does prevent you from so doing in the garb of a 
Templar. 

“We therefore strictly prohibit Springfield Commandery and all Knights 
Templars belonging to our jurisdiction, from entering into or upon, or 
passing through the State of Maine or upon territory under the jurisdic- 
tion of the R. E. Grand Commander of Maine, in any uniform or regalia 
purporting to be the uniform or regalia of a Knight Templar, except it 
be such as is prescribed by the Statutes of the M. E. Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States, * * * Subjected to the above limita- 
tions, the request of Springfield Commandery Knights Templars is 
granted.” 

Permit me to add one more word. I should not have granted any 
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dispensation to this, nor will I to any subordinate commandery to go 
beyond our dominion without having obtained the consent to appear in 
regalia of the R. E. Grand Commander of the State where pilgrimage is 
to be made. Trusting that you are entirely satisfied with my action and 
assuring you that no knight in our jurisdiction will wilfully offend 
against any rule of propriety, not to say of duty that he owes to a knight 
of a sister jurisdiction, 
Iam yours in knightly bonds, 
N. VAN SLYCK, 
Grand Commander. 
To R. E. H. H. Dickey, 
Grand Commander of Maine. 


I afterwards received the following reply : 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MAINE. 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 
LEWISTON, June 7th, 1872. 
Right Eminent Sir Knight: 

Your favor was duly received and is in the highest degree satisfactory. 
I have no doubt that if my wishes in the premises could have been made 
known to the Springfield Sir Knights, there would have been no occasion 
for your intervention, but of course 1 could only make them known 
through you. 

Your suggestion that Sir Knights should be allowed to appear in their 
distinctive capacity in a foreign jurisdiction, only by the consent of the 
proper authorities of that jurisdiction, is so clearly correct that, (although 
it had not occurred to me’ before,) I intend to adopt it as my rule in all 
cases hereafter occurring. Thanking you for your very prompt response, 

I am truly and fraternally yours, 
H. H. DICKEY, 
Grand Commander. 
R. E. Nicnoas VAN SLyYcK, 
Grand Commander Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


The subject of regalias was again brought to our attention 
and again in consequence of a desire on the part of one of our 
subordinate command@eries, to visit our sister State of Maine. 
I received the following application :— 


WorCESTER, June 21st, 1872. 
To the Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusctts and Rhode Island. 


GREETING.—At a special assembly of Worcester County Commandery 
of Knights Templars, held this Friday evening, June 21st, 1872, it was 
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tinanimously voted to make a visit to Poftland, Maine, on or about the 
tenth of July next, and that the Eminent Commander be requested to 
obtain a dispensation for said excursion and, it was further voted that 
permission be requested from the Eminent Grand Commander of Maine; 
to visit his jurisdiction with the insignia of our order. 


In accordance with the wishes of the Commandery above expressed 
we would respectfully request a dispensation for the purpose above named, 
and further that you will communicate with the Eminent Grand Com- 


mander of Maine. 
JOHN DEAN, 


Eminent Commander. 
8. L. SHarrer, Recorder. 


Again, before I had an opportunity to reply, I received a 
communication from Right Eminent Sir Dickey, enclosing a 
communieation he had received from a member of Worcester 
County Commandery urging his favorable action upon an appli- 
cation for leave to appear in Maine, in regalia other than 
prescribed by United States Regulations. The letter of R. E. 
Grand Commander is as follows : 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MAINE. 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 
Lewiston, June 22d, 1872. 
Right Eminent Sir Knight: 

I have received a letter from Sir Knight Warren of Worcester, which, 
for obvious reasons I enclose to you, and sha!l refer him to you for an 
answer. So long as Order No. 3, of the Most Eminent Grand Master 
remains in force, I can make no distinction between our own and visiting 
Sir Knights, in allowing the use of thea prohibited costume. Regretting 


much the necessity, 
T am truly and fraternally yours, 


H. H. DICKEY, 


Grand Commander. 
RE.N. Van Srycs, 


Granda Commander Massachusetis and Rhode Island. 


In consequence of the receipt of this letter, I replied as fol- 
lows to application of Worcester County Commandery : 
13 
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Grand CoMMANDERY MASssACHUSETTS AND RaopeE IsLanp. 


OFFICE OF GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, June 25th, 187%. 
Eminent Sir John Dean, Eminent Commander of Worcester County Com- 
mandery: 

Dear Sir and Brother:—I received the application of your commandery 
yesterday, and to-day and before replying, I received the following letter 
from the R. E. Grand Commander of Maine. * * * * (Read R. E. 
H. H. Dickey’s letter). 

By this you see that the Grand Commander of Maine has already deter- 
miued upon his course and that that course is to refuse his consent to 
your appearing in your regalia within his jurisdiction, and as his consent 
in my view is necessary in the premises, it is unnecessary for me to 
further answer the subject of vour application. 

Deeply regretting the situation in which you find yourselves, and with 
the highest consideration for Worcester County Commandery, 


I am yours in knightly bonds, 
N. VAN SLYCK, 
Grand Commander. 


The result of this communication was that I received the 
following : 


WORCESTER, June 28, 1872. 


To the Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars for Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


GREETING.—At the special assembly of Worcester County Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars, held Thursday evening, June 27th, 1872, 
in view of our not obtaining a dispensation for the excursion voted at 
the previous assembly by reason of permission not being given to wear 
our regalia in the jurisdiction of Maine, it was voted, “that the Eminent 
Grand Commander of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, be requested to 
apply to the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, for a dispensation allowing us to wear our regalia in the State of 
Maine.” 

In accordance with the above vote we would therefore respectfully 
ask you to apply for the authority desired. 


In knightly courtesy, 
JOHN DEAN, 
Eminent Commander Worcester County Commandery. 


S. L. SHAFFER, 
Recorder. 


— 
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To this I replied as follows: 


Granp CoMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


OFFICE OF THE R. E. GRanp CoMMANDER, 
Provivence, R. I., July 26th, 1872. 

Eminent Sir :—The application of Worcester County Commandery 
dated June 28th, 1872, and communicated to me near the middle of this 
present month, has been fully considered. 

It would be deemed by any Grand Commander as an smpertinence for 
any other Grand Commander to apply to the M. E. Grand Master of 
Templars for a dispensation to apply in its effect within his jurisdiction. 

The Grand Master has issued an edict, which the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander of Maine construes as making it imperative upon him to prohibit 
the use of any but regulation regalia in Maine, and has, as he claims, so 
prohibited. He does this not because he himself either approves or dis- 
approves ‘the regulation,” but because he concedes the power of the M. 
E. Grand Master to issue said order and also because he construes the 
order as imperative. 

Now this being the situation, it does not seem to me that any Grand 
Master would or ought for a moment entertain the application you desire 
me to make, but that on the other hand would remind your Grand Com- 
mander that it will be enough for him to do, if he properly cares for the 
welfare of the order within his legitimate jurisdiction. 

Again you must be aware that the subject of this order of the M. E. 
Grand Master is now in the hands of a very able committee of the M. E. 
Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, which com- 
mittee will report at our next Annual Asembly, our duty thereunder, 
and while that subject is being considered and before action by the Grand 
Body, I do not wish to do anything to embarrass its free action, by 
any Official action. 

These reasons are to me satisfactory, and I trust they will be to you for 
not complying with the request contained in the application of your 
commandery. 

It is not for want of desire to gratify your request, that has caused me 
to decline action, but the same has been done in obedience to a sense of 
duty. : 

With the greatest regard for the members of your body, and the 
warmest friendship for yourself, 


Iam yours, &., 
N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander. 
To Sir Joun Dean, 


Hminent Grand Commander Worcester County Commandery. 
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It will be seen that the non requirement with the terms of the 
Grand Master’s edict in reference to regalia, prevents all subor- 
dinate commanderies in Massachusetts and Rhode Island from 
passing outside of our territory, if the ruling of R. E. Grand Com- 
mander Dickey is followed by other Grand -Commanders, 
(excepting of course the few commanderies who have adopted 
the United States Regulation Regalia). I have set forth this 
correspondence and my action so much at length, that your 
especial attention may be the more earnestly drawn to this sub- 
ject, and that some action may be had in reference to it at this 
annual assembly. It shows also the desirability of either con- 
forming as soon as the circumstances-of the case will allow to 
the edict, or the procurement of its abrogation. The Grand 
Commander would like a conformance, still he well knows the 
utter impossibility of complying therewith at present, not from 
a want of desire on the part of all knights to obey, but because 
without saying anything in reference to the antiquity of the 
regalia worn by a majority of our commanderies, nor its 
good taste, of the expense of such a change. We should at 
least go as far as I recommended in my address to the semi- 
annual assembly, and should we go one step farther it would be 
well. The ground of expense wonld be obviated should per- 
mission be given to all knights to wear any regalia by them 
now owned, but forbidding them and prohibiting all knights 
hereafter supplying themselves, from procuring any other than 
that prescribed by the Grand Encampment of the United 
States. 


Should we take this action, I doubt not that the M. E. Grand 
Master would cheerfully grant us liberty to act as I have desig- 
nated, for such action would ultimately result in uniformity of 
costume and that end would be reached without pecuniary loss 

to any one. 


This correspondence also shows that we granted leave to 
Springficld Commandery to make a pilgrimage to St. John’s 
Commandery, New Brunswick. This leave was granted purely 
and solely upon the ground that it was a visitation from one 
commandery to another, and not an application for a mere 
parade either by itself, or with others, 
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The question raised by the application of Worcester County 
Commandery was not decided, as the question of regalia ren- 
dered it unnecessary for me to pass upon the propriety of per- 
mitting a commandery to parade without any other object 
than the gratification of its own members in making an excur- 
sion in ‘Templar regalia. 


On the 11th of June, 1872, in reply to an application dated 
June 10th, 1872, a dispensation was given to Bristol Com- 
mandery, “to perform escort duty to the Grand Lodge of Mas- 
sachusetts in laying with masonic honors on Friday, the 14th 
inst., at 1 o’clock, P. M., the corner stone of “Grace Episcopal 
Church,” at North Attleboro’, “and also on the same occasion 
to unite in the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
Bristol Lodge.” 


On the 12th of July last, I received the two following appli- 
cations for dispensations both of which were granted: 


WoRCESTER, July 11th, 1872. 
To the Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, - GREETING. 


’ R. E. N. Van Styck,—Dear Sir and Brother:—At a special assem- 
bly of Worcester County Commandery, held June 28th, it was stated 
that the Hugh de Payens Commandery of Knights Templars, No. 7, of 
Keene, N. H., were about making a pilgrimage to Newport, R. I, and to 
return possibly by the way of Worcester. 

It was voted that should they pass through our city that our com- 
mandery turn out in costume to receive said Hugh de Payens Com- 
mandery, and extend to them knightly courtesy. 

I therefore write to ask for a dispensation for Worcester County Com- 
mandery to appear in public parade for the above purpose, on Thursday 
or Friday, July 18th or 19th, as the time may be of their visitation to our 
city. In fraternal and knightly bonds, 


JOHN DEAN, 
Eminent Commander Worcester County Commandery Knights Templars. 


WASHINGTON COMMANDERY OF Kniauts TeEMPLARS No, 4. 


OFFICE OF THE RECORDER, 
Newport, R. I., July 12th, 1872. 
Right Eminent Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetis and Rhode Island. 
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Right Eminent Sir:—I am directed by the E. Commander of Wash- 
ington Commandery No. 4, to request of you a dispensation allowing our 
commandery to parade with regalia on the occasion of the visit of Hugh 
de Payens Commandery of Keene, N. H. An early reply is requested. 


I have the honor to be respectfully and fraternally yours, 
WILL. J. COZZENS, Recorder. 


October 1st, A. D. 1872, I received the following application 
for dispensation : 
MARisORO’, Oct. ist, 1872. 
To the Right Eminent N. Van Slyck Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Inland. 


Sir :—Sometime during the coming month we propose to take part in 
the dedication of our new masonic hall, by the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, and I would ask permission to appear on street parade with my 
commandery for the purpose of performing escort duty for the Grand 
Lodge, and such Sir Knights as honor us with their presence. 

An immediate answer will greatly oblige, 


Yours in the order of knighthood, 
N. 8. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Which was granted, and afterwards, to wit, October 10th, A. 
D. 1872, I received the following which was granted : 


MILForD, Oct. 9th, 1872. 
To the Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


Right Eminent Sir:—Agreeable to the rules and regulations of our 
Grand Commandery, I respectfully solicit a dispensation to appear in 
regalia on the occasion of the dedication of the new masonic rooms to be 
occupied by Trinity Commandery, Hudson. Hoping you will grant the 
request, I remain yours in the bonds of knightly courtesy, 


LEONARD FAIRBANKS, 
Commander of Milford Commandery. 


I have also granted like permission to Coeur de Lion Com- 
mandery, as also to Hugh de Payens and Natick Commandery. 


On the 27th of August last, I received the following from 
Berkshire Commandery : 
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AsyLuM OF BERKSHIRE COMMANDERY, 
PIrTsFIELD, August 26th, 1872. 
Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Right Eminent Grand Commander: 


Dear Sir Knight:—The town of Pittsfield are erecting a Soldier's Mon- 
ument, and propose to dedicate the same the 24th of September. The 
committee having the matter in charge have extended an invitation to 
Berkshire Commandery, also to Springfield Commandery to participate 
in the ceremonies of dedication. 

This therefore, is to ask of you a “ dispensafion””’ permitting our com- 
mandery, also Springfield Commandery to appear in public procession in 
uniform on that occasion. Our commandery have not appeared in pub- 
lic now for more than four years, and our Sir Knights are particularly 
desirous to come out on this occasion. 

In my opinion the granting of this request, and the visit of our Spring- 
field confreres will have a tendency to add that new life and interest in 
our noble order which our commandery so much needs. At the same 
time it will give our Sir Knights an opportunity to return to our Spring- 
field companions some of the many knightly courtesies which they have 
been ever ready to extend tous. Hoping that you will give this matter 
your early and favorable consideration, 


I remain yours fraternally, 


H. 8. RUSSELL, 
Eminent Commander Berkshire Commandery. 


To which I replied as follows: 


GrRanD COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE IsLAND. 


OFFICE OF GRAND COMMANDER, 

PROVIDENCE, Sept. 2d, 1872. 
Eminent Sir:—Your communication of August 26, A. D. 1872, was 
received by me upon my return to the city after a short absence, as also 
an earnest letter from E. Sir Henry Chickering our Grand Captain Gen- 
eral, strongly urging the granting of the requests made in said communi- 
cation. The receipt of this last letter only adds to the reluctance I feel 
in not being able to grant your request. By reference to the printed pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Commandery, you will see that the question of 
public parades has been elaborately discussed and an expression of the 
views of the Grand Commandery made, and all in favor of a curtaiJment 
thereof. Again by reference to my communication at our last semi- 
annual assembly of the grand body, you will also see that substantially 
the granting dispensations such as you desire has been decided adversely 
thereto. I refer to letter in reply to application of Connecticut Valley 

Commandery. That was an application to parade on Decoration Day. 
There is no masonic duty to be performed, as your communication is 
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understood, and to grant your request is to permit two commanderies 
to form a part of a civic procession, taking position precisely as any 
organized body of men therein shall tuke position, and with no duty to 
perform, such as is contemplated in our organization. Were the M. W. 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts to perform any duty upon the occasion 
referred to, it would have afforded us great pleasure not only to accord to 
you the privilege of escorting it, but also to be present with you. 

You will permit me to add that I am sustained in the propriety of my 
action by the views expressed by the M. W. Grand Master of Masons in 
Massachusetts in his letter of May last * upon this very subject as well as 
the uniform action of the M. W. Grand Masters of Masons in Rhode 
Island. Nor am I aware that any body of Templars have ever within the 
jurisdiction of Massachusetts and Rhode Island taken any subordinate 
part in any public procession, nor formed a part of any such procession 
except engaged in the performance of a masonic duty. 

I can well understand your anxiety or rather desire, and duly appre- 
ciate the patriotic feelings that prompt you and our worthy knights of 
Berkshire in your and their wish, but a sense of duty compels me to refuse 
my consent. This refusal however, as you well know, only prevents you 


* Masonic TEMPLE, Boston, May 14, 1872. 
To DanieL Upron, Esq., D. G. Master, District No. 9. 


Dear Sir and R. W. Brother.—Personally, I have a very great repugnance to public 
masonic ceremonies and parades, und I never participate in, or consent to them, except 
in deference to the carnest wishes of brethren whose opinions on such subjects I con- 
sider entitled to great respect; and then only when the precedents are clear. There are 
#0 many associations in existence now which imitate the titles, the regalia and the forms 
of masonry, that the profane will soon regard them as of equal importance and dignity, 
unless we teach them to the contrary by holding ourselves, as masons, aloof from all 
public displays, except upon the grandest occasions. 

In olden time people so rarely saw a masonic procession that they remembered It as 
long as they lived; it was an event of a lifetime. The tendency now ie to make them as 
frequent and as common as the parades of the Sons of Temperance, Knights of Pythias, 
the Odd Fellows, or the Knights of St. Patrick. These organizations may be, and doubt- 
less are, very worthy and excellent, but they are not to be compared with frecmasonry. 
They are modern, local and trausitory, while freemagonry is ancient, universal and co-ex- 
tensive with time. There fs no surer way to impress this distinction upon the minds of 
the uninitiated than to confine our displays and ceremonies to duly tiled lodges. If 
“familiarity breeds contempt,” let us endeavor to secure respect by a return to the 
strictest possible secreay. 

I have thought it advisable to express theee views to you at this time, as it is not un- 
likely that applications may be made to you to grant dispensations for public masonic 
processions upon Decoration Day. That occasion is observed in every town in the 
country at each annual recurrence. It is not such a special and rare occasion as would 
seem to justify the waiving of the express provisions of the Constitution, and I greatly 
fear that if such dispensations are granted frequently, the dignity of the institution will 
be materially lowered. I therefore trust that if such applications are made to you, you 
will decline to grant them except for peculiar and pressing reasons. 


Very truly and fraternally yours, 
(Signed) SERENO D. NICKERSON, 
Grand Master. 
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from taking part as a commandery in the regalia of the order and in no 
way hinders any member of your commandery from doing all he pleases 
in promoting the interest of the occasion. Not doubting your cheerful 
submission to our views, and believing that my action will conduce to the 
general welfare of the order, 

I am yours in knightly bonds, 


N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Communder. 
To H. 8. Russe.t, 


E. Commander Berkshire Commandery. 


Afterwards I received a visit from E. Commander Russell, 
who strongly urged me to rescind my refusal and grant the 
leave prayed for, but I was unable to find any good reason for 
such change, but feeling desirous of gratifying the knights 
of Berkshire, could I do so, I finally referred him to the M. E. 
Past Grand Master of Templars, Gardner, assuring him that 
his judgment would control my own should it differ from my 
own. Afterwards I received from him the following: 


Boston, September 7th, 1872. 
N. Van Sriycx :—Grand Commander : 

Dear Sir Knight,— I find that Sir Knight Gardner is out of town, and 
I shall not be able to see him. I laid my case before P. G@. M. Titus, and 
he says unequivocally that on an occasion of this nature, that he thinks 
there will be no impropriety in your granting our request. He refers me 
to a letter of G. M. Nickerson, (a copy of which I enclose) and which 
Sir Knight Titus has kindly allowed me to copy, which bears directly 
upon this subject. Now if it is proper for a lodge of masons to appear on 
such an occasion, I think there is much more propriety in allowing a 
commandery the same license, as we are confessedly a military organiza- 
tion, and organized specially for the purpose of making a display, (while 
the lodge makes no pretension for such a purpose.) Sir Knight Titus 
objects to putting his opinion in writing on the ground that, “ you have 
assumed the office of Grand Commander and must also assume the 
responsibilities of the office.” But says, “if the case were his to decide he 
should not hesitate in his course.” It seems to me that with this decision 
and ruling of G. M. Nickerson, to say nothing about any other circum- 
stances bearing upon the case, you may see your way clear to grant our 
request. 

It is very desirable that we shall know what answer you may make on 
Mondsy the 9th instant in time for the regular assembly of our command- 
ery on the evening of that day, and will feel obliged to you if you will 
telegraph me “yes or no,” at my expense, Monday, and if favorable let 
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the dispensation come at your leisure. I suppose you understand that 
the application covers Springfield Commandery as well as ours, for I 
think it would be of little use for us to try to come out without Spring- 
field Commandery came also. Hoping to receive a favorable response to 
this I remain, 
; Yours very truly, 
H. 8. RUSSELL, 


Eminent Commander Berkshire Commandery. 


The following is the letter of M. W. Grand Master Nickerson, 
referred to in E. Commander Russell’s letter: 


Boston, May 30, 1872. 
Hon. Edward Avery, D. D. G. Master, District No. 16. 


Dear Sir and R. W. Brother :—An application was made to me at 8 
o'clock yesterday afternoon, by Corner Stone Lodge, of Duxbury, to 
grant them a dispensation to join in a public procession to-day for the 
purpose of dedicating a Soldiers’ Monument. 

I referred the messenger to you, but he replied that an effort to find you 
(at Braintree, I believe), had failed, and that he had not time to go to 
your office before the train left. I granted the request, and think it 
proper to give you my reasons, inasmuch as I have so recently written to 
you advising not to grant too great license in such cases. 

The object of the procession, as I was informed, was to dedicate a 
Soldiers’ Monument, an occasion which will probably never occur again, 
and therefore quite different from the annual decoration of graves. As 
an oration is to be delivered it seemed to me to be, for that locality, one 
of those special and grand occasions when a masonic lodge might prop- 
erly participate. It is also quite possible that the Grand Lodge itself, may 
accept a similar invitation from the authorities of Charlestown for the 
17th of June. Furthermore the time was so short that had I refused the 
dispensation, opportunity would not be afforded for sufficiently explain- 
ing my reasons, and thus dispelling any ill feeling which disappointment 
might cause. The latter danger seemed to me greuter, and more likely to 
injure the craft than any which might result from a single public appear- 
ance in a place like Duxbury. For these reasons I yielded to their wishes 
and granted a dispensation, which if time had allowed, I should have 
insisted must come from you. 


Very truly and fraternally yours, 


(Signed) SERENO D. NICKERSON, 
Grand Master. 


My reply was as follows: 
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Granp CoMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


OFFICE OF THE R. E. CoMMANDER, 
Provipence, R. I., Sept. 9th, 1872. 


To H. 8. Russe.t,—H. Commander Berkshire Commandery : 


Eminent Sir :—Yours dated Boston, September 7th, 1872, came to hand 
this A. M., and I reply at once. Although the opinion of R. E. Past 
Grand Master Titus is entitled to great weight, and is generally one that 
can be with safety followed, yet in view of the action of R. E. Grand 
Commander Dean with the at least quasi endorsement of his views by 
the Grand Body, I would not feel warranted in changing the purport of 
my communication of September 2, 1872. But you have enclosed me a 
copy of a letter from the M. W. Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts, 
to the Hon. Edward Avery, which causes me a considerable embarrass- 
ment, but on the whole shows me the propriety of granting your request; 
not that the reasons appear sound, but because it is a decision of the 
Grand Master of Masons in your part of our jurisdiction. 

The care of the craft is especially entrusted to him, and his rulings and 
decisions unless opposed to the ‘‘ancient land marks of the order,” are 
binding upon all masons in Massachusetts. It is to him that all within 
his jurisdiction (when the M. W. Grand Lodge is not in session) look, for 
masonic law and direction. 

Taking this view it seems to me that he has decided that the dedication 
of a Soldiers’ Monument by reason of its rarity, is a proper occasion for a 
lodge of masons to take part in and most certainly if proper for a lodge, 
it is not tmproper for a commandery. 

Berkshire Commandery will thereupon be permitted, in full regalia to 
parade upon the 24th instant, the denial of liberty to make said parade in 
communication to you of the date of September 2d, 1872, being hereby 


withdrawn. 
Yours in knightly bonds, 


N. VAN SLYCK, 
Grand Commander. 


The granting of this dispensation made it imperative upon 
me Lo give Springfield and Northampton commanderies dispen- 
sations to join with Berkshire, each having made an application 
to be permitted to be the guests of Berkshire Commandery. 

As you will see, leave was granted in this instance to make 
parade, not that such action was in accordance with my own 
judgment, but because, first, of the ruling of the M. W. Grand 
Master of Massachusetts, and secondly, because to do otherwise 
was to finally decide the whole question so far as this com- 


108 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


mandery was concerned, a question deserving the deliberate 
action of this body. In fact it was claimed that such action as 
has been had, was not had in such a way as to obtain the true 
judgment of the Grand Commandery. ‘Tio me the mere fact 
of the rarity of the opportunity is but a poor reason for the 
distinction between what is, and what is not a proper time for 
allowing our subordinates to parade. Ido not intend that my 
action in reference to Berkshire Commandery shall be deemed 
8 precedent, as such action would not have been taken had 
there been any way to refer the matter to you ; and after the rul- 
ing of the M. W. Grand Master, I could not consent to put this 
body in the position of apparently acting counter to that ruling 
upon a question of masonic law and custom, yet I cannot but 
believe that upon a review of that decision, that it will be 
reversed ; at any rate it is due to your Grand Commander that 
you should decide this matter in such a distinct way as that it 
cannot hereafter be said, that the Grand Commandery has not 
passed upon it, or that it may be doubtful what the opinion of 
the Grand Body is. The importance of the subject is my 
excuse for treating it so much at large. 

Hugh de Paynes Commandery was also granted leave to 
make a complimentary parade in templar costume to its E. Com- 
mander Sir Thomas Winship, on last St. John’s Day. This 
was asked and granted as a mark of love and affection on the 
part of the commandery towards its commander then pros- 
trated by illness. 


GRAND ENCAMPMENT TAX. 
At the last annual assembly the following was passed : - 


“Voted, That the E. Grand Treasurer be directed to honor any draft 
upon him by the V. E. Grand Treasurer of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, which shall not exceed a sum equal to five cents for 
each knight enrolled as members of the several subordinate commander- 
ies at the last return of such commanderies.” 

When this vote was made, I at least, understood that this “five 
cent tax ” was but for one year, but find that it is a yearly tax. 
So understanding it, I was not unwilling to have it paid out of 
the funds of the Grand Commandery, a course of proceeding 
very objectionable if it is to continue, as it is a tax growing in 
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amountin proportion to the increase of knights in our jurisdic- 
tion. We have paid this year $190.90, and now claim is made for 
$213.30, and another year five cents more for each additional 
knight made, will be claimed and so on to the end. It will be 
seen that this seemingly small tax becomes a great burden if the 
Grand Commandery is to meet it from its own funds. If we 
do I have no doubt it will sometime happen that the Grand 
Commandery will pay more tax for a subordinate, than the 
subordinate pays into its treasury. As for example, St. John’s 
Commandery has nearly reached four hundred members, and 
Boston five hundred ; now upon that basis we will have to pay 
for St. John’s twenty dollars, and for Boston, twenty-five dollars. 
This is certainly a great burden upon us and in my judgment 
a very unfair tax, unless such tax is brought to reach each 
knight. The number of members of subordinate command- 
eries does not necessarily express the ability of a Grand Body 
to pay, nor the number of members of a subordinate com- 
mandery necessarily express its ability to pay. If grand bodies 
are to be taxed Jet them be taxed alike, that is, the same sum 
as bodies and such increase upon that as they may increase in 
number during that year; that is upon the same principle that 
in this jurisdiction we tax subordinate bodies. These consid- 
erations however are more germane to a repeal of their action 
by the Grand Encampment, than to the present occasion. 
The discussion of its change belongs to the next triennial meet- 
ing of the Grand Encampment, but in the meantime what shall 
we do? shall we continue as we begun? or shall we place the 
burdens npon subordinates that subordinates may place it upon 
individual knights? With the change made two years ago, 
which has reduced and still reduces our income two-fifths, and 
in view of the many and necessary expenses of this Grand Body 
it is imprudent for us to assume it, for all must result in reduc- 
‘ing the property of this Grand Body, and-such action could. 
only result finally in placing extra burdens upon subordinates 
for our own sapport. This subject should receive your atten- 
tion at once and I therefore recommend its reference to a com- 
mittee with instructions to report a plan for an assessment of 
this tax within our jarisdiction. 

Jt will be remembered that the application of Sir Knight R- 
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S. Pope and others for a dispensation to form and open a com- 
mandery of Knights Templars, &c., at Hyannis, was referred to a~ 
committee at the last semi-annual assembly, and that upon their 
request said committee were authorized and empowered to take 
evidence and receive such statements as might be made for and 
against the granting of said application, and to report in writing 
to the R. E. Grand Commander, who should thereupon be recom- 
mended to issue or withhold a dispensation according to report 
of said committee. I am happy to report that such committee 
has discharged the duty assigned them, and that said committee 
recommend the postponement of the matter to a day future 
for reasons set forth more fully in their report, which with the 
evidence is herewith submitted ; of course dispensation has been 
withheld. 


Boston, September 25, 1872. 


R. E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck :—Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : 


The committee to whom was entrusted at the Semi-Annual Assembly 
of the Grand Commandery in May last the consideration of the questions 
involved in the petition of Sir Knight R. S. Pope and others, fur a dis- 
pensation to form and open a commandery at Hyannis, within this juris- 
diction, have attended to the duty assigned them, and after delays due to 
the season and the distance of the members from each other, have at 
length instructed me to present to you their conclusions. You will 
doubtless remember that at the assembly in May, the petitioners did not 
appear before the committee, and in consequence there was no adequate 
presentation of their claim. At that time, however, certain evidence 
was offered to the committee, the effect of which was, to some extent, 
adverse to the petitioners. Therefore the obvious course to be pursued 
was the course adopted by the Grand Commandery, viz., the ordering of 
a citation to the petitioners, and all others interested, to appear before the 
committee with the presentation of such facts and opinions as might 
elucidate the matter and aid in the formation of a sound conclusion in 
the premises. Such citation has been issucd, and as many of the petition- 
ers us were needful for the expression of the views entertained (so to 
speak) on each side of this interesting question have appeared, or given 
their testimony in writing, before your committee. 

Upon this testimony which is herewith submitted for the consideration 
of the R. E. Grand Commander, a majority of your committee entertain 
no doubt that a dispensation in accordance with the prayer of the peti- 
tioners should for the present be refused, We are persuaded that the best 
interests of the petitioners and the locality they represent will probably 
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be subserved by the postponement of the attempt to establish the com- 
mandery to a day future, not, we trust, far distant, when the chances of a 
solid and permanent success may be brighter than we can now reasona- 
bly regard them. 

It is due to the minority of your committee, E. Sir Knights Ellison and 
Rugg, to say that they differ from us in opinion, and are satisfied that the 
prospects of the success of the petitioners in the establishment of a com- 
mandery at Hyannis are sufficient to warrant the R. E. Grand Commander 
in issuing his dispensation therefor. 


Respectfully and fraternally, in behalf the committee, 
TRACY P. CHEEVER, 


Chairman. 


ORLEANS, July 11th, 1872. 


Mr. Tracy P. CHEEVER :—Dear Sir and Brother :—Yours of the 10th 
received. My name does appear on the petition for a commandery at 
Hyannis, as I understood nearly all the “Sir Knights” in the county were 
ready to sign and help it start. I informed them at the time they must 
not count on me further than the use of my name, as I should not leave 

“my present commandery. Had I known then what I do now on the sub- 
ject should not have put my name to the petition. 

It does not seem to me cither necessary or even expedient to start one 
at present, there will be such a lack of officers properly posted to carry it 
on. So far as I can learn it seems to be those who have not received the 
“Orders” that are most anxious to have it established. 


Yours fraternally, 
I. H. CUMMINGS. 
To Tracy P. CHEEVER, Chairman of Committee. 


PROVINCETOWN, July 11th, 1872. 


Tracy P. CHgEver, Esq. :—Dear Sir and Brother:—Yours of the 10th 
was duly received, and in answer will say in all frankness, after due de- 
liberation, that I think it will be of no benefit to masonry or advantage 
to our Cape brethren to have a commandery located at Hyannis. It is 
true that I signed the petition, but the reasons are simply these,—some of 
my particular friends were anxious to have a commandery located on 
the Cape; my first impression was that it would be well, but the more I 
thought of the matter the less I think of the project. I shall not sever 
my connection with Boston Encampment. 


Yours truly, 
JOSEPH P. JOHNSON, 
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In RE Petition oF Str Knicat R. 8. Pore, Et Ats., FOR NEW Com- 
MANDERY AT HYANNIS. 


(Testimony.) 


R. 8. Pore. There are three Chapters in and around Hyannis. One 
in Hyannis, one in Nantucket,.twenty-three or twenty-four miles distant, 
and one in West Harwich, seven or eight miles distant. The chapter in 
Hyannis numbers about 70, in West Harwich 49, and in Nantucket 21. 
From these chapters we have the names of fifty-two or fifty-three to take 
the Orders. Of these twenty-one are ready to take them zov, the others 
are at sea, but will probably be ready within a year. They are mostly 
located in Hyannis or within ten miles. There are three, I think, in 
Nantucket. We have now two Sir Knights in Hyannis village, and five 
others within four miles. Dr. Pineo and Capt. John Baxter will take hold 
and fit themselves to hold office. 

I think wt shall be at no trouble about workers. We make no calcula- 
tion upon getting candidates farther off than Wellfleet, about twenty-five 
niles off. We don’t count on Provincetown. We calculate upon taking 
the territory lying between Wareham on the west, twenty-five miles, and 
Wellfleet on the east, and including Nantucket. The boat goes between 
Hyannis and Nantucket four times a week. 

I think the commandery should be established at Hyannis rather than 
at Harwich, as the most central point, and connected both ways by the 
railroad, Our people at Hyannis would not go to West Harwich if a 
commandery were established, partly from the distance, but more from 
the feeling that it ought to be at Hyannis. I make these statements as a 
representative of the petitioners. 


In RE COMMANDERY AT HYANNIS. 


Josepn K. Baker, one of the petitioners, D. G. Master of that district 
about six years. Have worked in the different orders of masonry about 
twenty years. Never have been without holding an office in some branch 
of the fraternity, Signed the petition under very strong pressure, and 
not until six months after it was suggested to me. I wish to withdraw 
my name from it now, as I do not propose to leave Boston Commandery 
with which I am affiliated. I have been informed by certain other peti- 
tioners that they would neither hold office in the commandery at Hyannis, 
nor leave the commanderies with which they are now affiliated. The 
reason of this is, that we think a commandery at Hyannis would not be 
sustained. Those who would be inclined to sustain it are so connected 
with other bodies that they would give no time or attention to this. The 
population around Hyannis is too sparse to sustain a commandery. There 
is no one of the petitioners, except Brother Pope, who could be depended 
upon as an officer. I think it would be setting it large to say that there 
would be ten candidates in a year; this is my judgment from what the 
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men have said to me. It is understood that the boat from Nantucket to 
Hyannis is to be discontinued. From the best judgment I can form, if a 
commandery should be established at Hyannis it would live but feebly 
for a few years and then die out. I think the same objections would lie 
against the establishment of a commandery at Harwich. In fact, the 
objection lies against the entire locality. We have as much in Blue Lodge 
and R. A. Masonry as we can attend to. 


NEW COMMANDERIES. 


Charters having been granted at the last semi-annual assem- 
bly to Natick and Coeur de Lion Commanderies, (U. D.,) 
both have been constituted; Natick on the 6th and Cour de 
Lion on the 7th, of June last. You will find a full report of 
the same in the Abstract of Proceedings. By such reference 
you will see that an address was delivered at Natick by E. Sir 
Rev. Henry W. Rugg. I take this occasion to publicly (as I have 
privately), thank him for his eloquent and valuable tribute to 
Templar Masonry. 


VISITATIONS. 


In addition to visitations heretofore reported, I have made 
the following: On the 16th September last, Springfield Com- 
mandery was visited. The assembly was special and in conse- 
quence of a direction from me; there was no candidate, but E. 
Sir Knight Ray made an interesting exemplification of the 
work on the order of the Temple. This E. Sir Knight has 
certainly the power to command and all things there indicate 
that he has infused great interest in his command. This com- 
mandery was never in better condition and none in the juris- 
diction is in better drill. 


On the next evening, the 17th September, made visitation to 
Northampton; work exemplified was upon the order of the Red 
Cross. I found the body in a healthy condition, its members 
imbued with a love fur the order, and its o‘ticers well grounded 
in the ritual of the order exemplified. This commandery is 
filling its proper mission. 


I had made an appointment to meet Connecticut Valley 
Commandery on the evening of the 18th September, but found 
1 
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upon my arrival that the hall was to be occupied by the Chap- 
ter, so that the commandery could not meet. I visited the 
recorder, inspected the records, and generally got all the infor- 
mation I could in reference to its condition. I found among 
other things that the commander had moved to the State of 
New York, and that from that circumstance among others, 
there had been a lull in the work, but was assured that all 
looked well for the future. 


On the evening of the 20th September, I visited Berkshire 
Commandery, at Pittsfield. Work was exemplified upon the 
order of the Temple, and was rendered with a degree of accu- 
racy (although under unfavorable circumstances), truly com- 
mendable. Before and during the visitation, I met our E. 
Grand Captain General and was placed under renewed obliga- 
tion by his kindness and courtesy. 


On the evening of the 26th September, I visited Worcester 
County where at my request the order of Malta was worked in 
full. The work was in E. Sir John Dean’s best style. 

After exercises in the asylum an entertainment was given at 
the Lincoln House, where a couple of hours were passed in the 
enjoyments of the table and the usual after-dinner speeches. 


This last visitation completed all that had been reserved for 
myself, but in addition thereto, at the request of V. E. Charles 
A. Stott, he having beeu excused from making visitation to 
Calvary Commandery, on the evening of October first, accom- 
panied by E. Sir Knight Nelson W. Aldrich, I visited the 
commandery ; I found a large attendance, and the work of the 
Temple exemplified in a manner that shew that E. Sir John P. 
Luther its commander had faithfully done his whole duty in 
looking after a faithful rendering of the authorized work. 


Sir Knights Rice and Hayward of Calvary Commandery 
tendered to the Officers of the Grand Commandery and the 
Past Grand Commanders of the Grand Commandery, an enter- 
tainment at their beautiful summer residence upon Narragan- 
sett bay, about four miles below Providence. The invitation 
was accepted for the 3d day of October, 1872. After which 
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Calvary Commandery offered a mounted escort to the Grand 
Officers, which offer was accepted. It was an occasion that 
will long be remembered by those who took part therein. For 
the first time in the history of Templarism in Rhode Island a 
body of mounted knights, with swords and lances and with 
horses appropriately caparisoned, appeared upon her soil, and 
with an effect only to be appreciated by seeing it. 

The whole day was passed in festivity, social converse and 
finally with many short but appropriate speeches. All felt 
upon their return that it was a “white day” in the Templar 
calendar. 


GETHSEMANE COMMANDERY, (U. D.) 


The by-laws of Gethsemane Commandery, (U. D.) have been 
forwarded to me for approval and the same are herewith sub- 
mitted. I have received information that an application will 
be made at this assembly for a charter. This commandery was 
visited by E. Sir Charles M. Avery, special deputy. The fol- 
lowing report shows the result of such visitation, as well as his 
very valuable opinion of its fitness to receive charter at your 
hands. 


To the Right Eminent Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Commander of the 
Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


Riaut Eminent Sir :—In accordance with your request, on the even- 
ing of October 2d, 1872, I visited “Gethsemane Commandery,” working 
under dispensation, at Newtonville, Mass., on which occasion the work 
upon the three orders was exemplified, and everything considered, was 
rendered in a very creditable manner. I take great pleasure in reporting 
this new commandery in excellent condition. Its officers are inspired 
with that zeal and love for the work in which they are engaged, that 
always brings success, and should a charter be granted, I doubt not it 
will become one of the most flourishing and prosperous in the jurisdic- 


tion. 
CHARLES M. AVERY, 
Special Deputy. 


COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


The method by which we have been in the habit of obtaining 
what commanderies are represented, and who that were entitled 


116 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


to seats in the Grand Body were present for the purpose of 
record as well as verification of ballots, was one better adapted 
to the early days in our history than now. Then by reason of 
the small numbers of subordinate bodies as also of the members 
of the Grand Body, it was easy for the Grand Recorder to get a 
very correct list of those present. But all this is now changed, 
to-day there are thirty-four chartered commanderies, and Geth- 
semane (U. D.) is now asking to be made the thirty-fifth. These 
with the greatly increased number of representatives consequent 
upon our great increase, renders it difficult if not impossible, 
in view of our limited sessions, and of his other necessary duties 
for the Grand Recorder to obtain a full and detailed list of the 
representatives. In order to meet this necessity I have taken 
upon myself the authority to appoint a committee on creden- 
tials for this session, who have been directed to cause every 
person entitled to a seat here to sign the blanks you have seen. 
We shall thus have a full and authentic list of all here present, 
which going into our records will be of more and more value 
as time goes by. Would it not be well to provide by consti- 
tutional provision for a permanent committee on credentials. 
I commend the subject to your attention. 


E. SIR JAMES SALSBURY. 


One of our oldest Templars has fallen, but only fell when full 
of years, and after having fought manfully the battle of life. 
In June last he was struck down and when he fell one of the 
old lights of masonry went out. For over fifty-two years he 
had wrought with the implements of masonry and when he lay 
them down all felt that he had been a true and faithful work- 
man. , 

It was deemed due to his eminent masonic standing that hia 
death should not pass unnoticed, and I therefore issued the 
following order: 

GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND Rope ISLAND. 
OFFICE OF GRAND COMMANDER, 
PROVIDENCE, June 20, 1872, A. O. 752. 

Eminent Sir James Satspury, Past Grand Generalissimo of this 

Grand Commandery, finished his pilgrimage on earth at his residence in 


OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 117 


Providence, on Wednesday, the 19th inst., at the ripe age of eighty years. 
He had been honored by the Lodge, the Chapter, the Council, the Com- 
mandery, the Grand Lodge, the Grand Chapter, the Grand Council, and 
this Grand Body. He had been the W. Master of Mount Vernon Lodge, 
Providence; M. E. High Priest of the Chapter; T. I. Master Providence 
Council R.& §.M.; and E. Commander of St. John’s Commandery. He 
had also been R. W. Deputy Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island; 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island; 
M. P. Grand Master of the Grand Council R.& 8. M.in Rhode Island, 
and E. Grand Generalissimo of this Grand Commandery. 


It is hereby ordered that the Grand Officers, in full costume, and with 
jewels and swords draped in mourning, attend the funeral obsequies of 
our deceased frater on Saturday next, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, at 
the late residence of the deceased, on the corner of South and Eddy 
strects, in the city of Providence. 


It is also further ordered that this order be read at the head of each 
subordinate commandery, at the next regular meeting thereof, after the 


receipt of the same. 
N. VAN SLYCK, 


Attest, Grand Commander. 
ALFRED F. CoapMan, Grand Recorder. 


My year of official duty is now closed, andI return you the 
jewel with which I was invested. It has been to me a year filled 
with happiness, and free from all unpleasantness ; all have been 
willing “to lift up my hands” and smooth my official path. 
Peace reigns throughout onr jurisdiction. Through the whole 
year not a complaint has been brought to our attention against 
knight or commandery. Our Sir Knights have shown their 
belief, by their practice, in their “ public declarations.” There 
hus been a steady increase in our “enlistments,” and I have 
reason to believe that good men and true have been marshalled 
under our banners, and thus we have had that growth that con- 
duces to the welfare of our order. Some knights have fallen 
before the fell destroyer, still we have been kindly dealt with. 
Let the past but stimulate to better work in the future. Let it 
induce us to aim toward higher good. Let it impel us to per- 
form our whole duty hopefully and earnestly, ever mindful of 
those characteristics of the order, which we avow and which we 
assure to every neophyte, “ansullied honor, unwearied zeal in 
a brother’s cause, and universal benevolence.” 
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On motion the address was referred to the following 
committees, who were appointed by the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander : 


So much as refers to the finances, to a committee of five, consisting of 
Sirs Tracey P. Cheever, G. W. Ray, G. E. Stacy, E. L. Freeman, Rev. 
H. W. Rugg. 


So much as refers to parades and pilgrimages to a committee of seven, 
consisting of Sirs Benjamin Dean, H. 8. Russell, E. L. Freeman, F. J. 
Foss, Henry Endicott, 8. C. Sumner, Samuel Wells. 


So much as refers to Grand Encampment tax to a committee of three, 
consisting of Sirs Thomas A. Doyle, Henry Chickering, John Dean. 


So much as refers to the late E. Sir James Salsbury, to a committee of 
three, consisting of E. Sirs Winslow Lewis, Charles W. Moore, William 
Ellison. 


On motion of Sir Thomas A. Doyle, the remainder of the 
address was referred to a special committee of five, with 
power to sit during the adjournment of the Grand Com- 
mandery, this committee consists of Sirs D. McBean Thax- 
ter, Winslow Lewis, G. W: Ray, Thomas A. Doyle, Z. L. 
Bicknell. 


The records of “ Gethsemane Commandery,” (U. D.) at 
Newtonville, Mass., the dispensation granted thereto, to- 
gether with a petition for a charter, were submitted and 
referred to Sirs Henry Chickering, Charles T. Gay, Z. L. 
Bicknell, who subsequently reported as follows: 


In Granp CoMMANDERY, 
PROVIDENCE, R. I., October 25, 1872. 


Your committee to whom was referred the records, by-laws and peti- 
tion of certain Sir Knights who have been working under dispensation 
at Newtonville, Mass., for a charter for a commandery to be held at that 
place to be known as ‘‘ Gethsemane Commandery,” respectfully report : 


That they have attended to that duty and find the records correctly 
kept, the by-laws in accordance with the provisions of the constitution, 
with one or two suggestions, which the committee have made. Consid- 
erable work has been done and everything promises well. We recom- 
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mend that when the changes in the by-laws suggested be made, a charter 
issue to those of the petitioners knighted prior to the date of application 
for dispensation. 

F Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY CHICKERING, 
CHARLES T. GAY, Committee. 
Z. L. BICKNELL, 


On motion it was 
Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendations adopted. 


E. Sir William 8. Gardner read the following report: 
To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander Dean’s address at the Annual Assembly held in October, 1871, 
as relates to the communication of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of Ontario, wherein they ask to be supplied with the Red Cross 
Ritual, respectfully 

REPORT: 


That your committee understood, as undoubtedly did the Grand Coun- 
cil of Ontario, that with the assent of the Grand Encampment of the 
Tnited States, that council had jurisdiction over the grade of Red Cross 
as Cultivated in the United States, and that they were entitled to the 
ritual prayed for. But your committee considered that they had no right 
to grant the prayer of the petitioners without the permission of the Grand 
Master of Templars. They accordingly communicated with him in rela- 
tion to the matter, informing him that they understood that the order of 
the Red Cross was peculiarly an American grade, not recognized in Eng- 
lish knighthood; and that for the purpose of enabling the Canadian 
knights to visit our commanderies with greater facility, the Grand Prior 
of Canada was authorized by the Supreme Grand Master of the Grand 
Conclave of Masonic Knights Templars of England and Wales, to enter 
into a treaty with the Grand Master of Templars in the United States, in 
relation to placing this grade in the hands of the commanderies of Can- 
ada. Such a treaty was made by Grand Master Hubbard, by which the 
commanders of Canada commanderies were authorized to confer this 
grade. The present Grand Prior of Canada has extended the power to 
confer the grade upon a Masonic Grand Body in Canada, called the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario, and this has been recog- 
nized, as we understand it, by the Grand Encampment of the United 
States at its recent session at Baltimore. This body now requests of the 
Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island to aid them in 
their labors by supplying them with a copy of the Red Cross work oPeing 
anxious that their councils should have the correct work. 
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The M.E. Grand Master addressed the following communication to 
your committee in answer to their request: 


GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, 


~— 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND Master, 


New Orzeans, November 20, 1871. 
William Sewall Gardner, Esq., 

Most Eminent Sir and Brother :—Your communication as chairman of 
special committee of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, of date November 4th, came to hand just as I had received a tele- 
gram calling me to Washington to attend the Supreme Court. 

In reply, I am not able to perceive what we have to do in the matter 
forming the subject of your communication. In the first place, Councils 
of Royal and Select Masters have nothing to do of right with the order 
of the Red Cross; are not, and in my opinion, cannot properly be custo- 
dians of the order (or degree?) under any circumstances; and secondly, 
as Templars, we know nothing about the degrees of Royal and Select 
Masters any way, and cannot know. 

I do not see that there is any propriety or reasonableness in the request 
made by the Grand Council for Ontario, and I am certain that the Grand 
Encampment cannot confer with them on the subject without a previous 
change in the constitution, nor can I, as Grand Master, nor your Grand 
Commandery, comply with their request. 

Your Grand Commandery can supply no one with the Work and Lec- 
tures of the Red Cross, except Commanderies of Knights Templars, nor 
communicate the same to any one except it be to a Royal Arch Mason 
who has been elected in a regular commandery. 

With these views, I must decline to give the authorization requested, 
and in the meantime have the honor to remain, 


Respectfully and courteously yours, 


J. Q. A. FELLOWS, 
Grand Master. 


Further correspondence was had by your committee with the M. E. 
Grand Master upon this subject, but the decision made by him in bis 
communication above set forth was not changed. 

Your committee request that they be discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the matter submitted to them. 
W. 8. GARDNER, 


6: oe A. A. DAME. 
On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted, and the request of the committee 
granted. 
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KB. Sir William S. Gardner, for Committee No. 2, (see 
page 36,) were granted further time at his request. 


Committee No. 5, on address in May last, having reported 
to the R. E. Grand Commander, were discharged from fur- 
ther consideration of the subject referred to them. 


Committee No. 3, on address of May last, reported as 
follows : 


To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : 


The committee to whom was referred that portion of the R. E. Grand 
Commander's address, at the Semi-Annual Assembly, held at Providence, 
May 24, A. D. 1872, relating to jewels, have attended to the duty assigned 
them, and respectfully submit the accompanying designs for a set of 
jewels for this Grand Body. 

St. George and scroll pin to the Eliptic Jewel, in silver and gilt; silver 
scroll, black enamel letters; Etruscan gold colored wreath on a bright 
burnisbed raised border, gilt ray piece and device all raised on a burnished 
silver back, crowding to the front slightly. The whole jewel to be of 
solid silver, and such parts as appear to be gold are of heavy plate. 


Cost of above jewel to be from $25 to $80. The same effect in base 
metal, from $15 to $20. 


The Commander's Jewel, the Patriarchal Cross, with red cornelian 
centre, to be of solid gold, and finely ornamented with scroll work, at a 
cost of from $75 to $100. 


Your committee are of the opinion that the above described jewels are 
appropriate for the purpose for which they are designed, and we would 
therefore respectfully recommend their adoption. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE W. RAY 
GEORGE E. 8T ACY, Committee, 


On motion of E. Sir Benjamin Dean, it was 


Voted, That the consideration of the subject be postponed until the 
Semi-Annual Assembly in May, 1873. 


Committee No. 8, on address in May last, submitted the 


following report: 
_ 16 
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In GRanD COMMANDERY, Oct. 25, 1872. 


The committee on such portions of the Grand Commander’s address 
of the last Semi-Annual Assembly as were not referred to special com- 
mittees, find few things not thus disposed of. 

One is the communication from the Grand Recorder, representing the 
want of room for the storing and keeping together of the copies of the 
proceedings of our own Grand Commandery, and the collections of the 
procecdings of other Grand Commanderies. Your committee is of the 
opinion that the suggestion of the Grand Recorder is a good one; and 
recommend that he be authorized to purchase for the convenience of this 
Grand Commandery the interest of Saint Paul's Chapter, in room 62, in 
the Masonic Temple, in Boston. 

We also approve of the knightly courtesy of the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander in furnishing copies to the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 
of the engraving of the portrait of our Past Grand Commander Gardner, 
to be bound with the published proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

The address gives evidence of our Grand Commander's zeal in the pre- 
servation, by a generous hospitality, of those kindly relations which, we 
trust, will ever exist between the Templars of Virginia and Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts. It also exhibits such care and discretion in the dis- 
charge of every duty as ensures his administration complete success. 


BENJAMIN DEAN, 
JAS. H. ALLEN, Committee. 
WYZEMAN MARSHALL, 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted. 


The committee on representation reported as follows : 


In Granp CoMMANDERY, October 25, 1872. 


The committee to which was referred the commission appointing a 
representative ot the Grand Commandery of Kansas near the Grand 
Commandery, submit the following 


REPORT: 


At our semi-annual assembly in May, 1869, our M. E. G. C. William W. 
Baker in his address, said: “I have had placed in my hands lately, com- 
missions from some grand bodies in the United States, conferring upon 
or appointing certain knights in this jurisdiction to represent such grand 
bodies in this Grand Asylum. I understand such appointments are not 
unfrequent in other parts of the country, although the custom, I think, 
has never been practiced here. If it is intended merely as complimentary 
it is a graceful form of compliment, but attended with no practical bene- 
fit. If, however, coupled with such representation, the commission car- 
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ried with it the duty of opening correspondence with such grand bodies, 
taking cognizance of their doings, standing, etc., to be embodied in an 
annual report it might be made of service as well as of interest. I sub- 
mit the matter for your consideration.” 

This address was referred to a committee with instructions to report at the 
same session. The committee complied with the instructions and at that 
session in its report, says: ‘‘they can only judge of the workings of the 
system of representation, from the printed proceedings of other jurisdic- 
tions which so far as they have fallen under the observation of your com- 
mittee, do not indicate that the office of Grand Representative is more than 
an honorary appointment. If, as suggested by the Grand Master, such 
representatives could from time to time, present to the Grand Encamp- 
ment reports upon the transaction of the grand body from which they 
are credited, then the system might be of such importance as to warrant 
its adoption here. But even then the limited time allotted to a session 
of this Grand Body, which is now crowded with the local business inci- 
dent to it, would leave little time for the reception of such reports or the 
attention which their importance demands.” The committee then recom- 
mended that no action )e taken at that time in relation to an exchange of 
representatives with other grand bodies. 

The first fact which attracts attention in this report is, that the com- 
mittee in accordance with instructions, reported on the same day and 
witbout any other examination than the inspection of certain printed 
proceedings of other jurisdictions. The result was the too common one 
of an insufficient examination, an inability to recommend that anything 
be done “at this time.” 


At the Annual Assembly of 1871, the Grand Commander presented the 
following : 


HeEap-QuaRTERS GRAND CoMMANDERY oF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 
STATE OF GEORGIA. 
Macon, Georgia, June 20, A. L. 1871, A. O. 758. 
Eminent Sir Alfred FP. Ohapman, Knight Templar, Grand Recorder, 

Boston, Massachusetts. 

Dear Frater :—I am directed by our Right Eminent Grand Com- 
mander, George S. Obear, to ascertain if the Grand Commandery of Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island would like to establish a representation, as 
he is desirous of a reciprocation by the appointment of Grand Representa- 
tives. Should your Grand Commandery approve of such appointments, 
please name some worthy knight in your jurisdiction, to be appointed 
Grand Representative of Georgia, near the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, and a commission will be forwarded at once. 
In your pleasure one will be suggested for Georgia. 


With knightly courtesy, 
CHAS. R. ARMSTRONG, Grand Recorder, 


124 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


“The general subject came before the Grand Encampment at its last 
session, which enacted that State Grand Commanderics should not ex- 
change representatives with foreign Encampments, but it was understood 
and stated throughout the discussion, that there was no objection to rep- 
resentatives between State Grand Commanderies.” 

At the same session, ‘‘the chairman of the committee on this part of the 
Grand Commander's address, read from the report adopted by this Grand 
Body in 1869, passing adversely upon the system of representation by the 
appointment of representatives.” And it was voted, ‘‘that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of the subject.” 


It thus seems that the action of this Grand Commandery may be briefly 
stated thus : 


The R. E. Grand Commander brought the subject before the Grand 
-Commandery recommending it. A committee without any but the most 
cursory, examination, at the same session, reported adversely as to its 
adoption at that time, the report was acquiesced in, and when next 
brought forward the chairman of the committee called attention to our 
former action and this committee was discharged. 

The only consideration given the practice which has obtained in all our 
sister Grand Commanderies, is that given to it by the first committee ; 
and that committee suy that they cannot discover that the office is more 
than an honorary one, and if itis we haven't time for ‘‘the attention 
which their importance demands.” 

The committee made no examination and gave the subject no consider- 
ation except to look at certain printed proceedings and rejected it as 
unworthy of consideration. The subject has not been properly con- 
sidered, whatever its importance. Let us suppose the appointment merely 
honorary, why reject it for that reason ? Ifa body of Knights Templars 
comes from Virginia, we, with full ranks fall into line to do them honor. 
and no expense or trouble is too great that can minister to their comfort; 
and when we return the visit they make the land flow with milk and 
honey to testify their welcome. If they say let us establish friendly rela- 
tions by the interchange of representatives, let us thus show our good 
will towards each other, we refuse the proffered hand, we say, “no! It is 
courtesy only, and not of any practical importance.” 

But if it be courtesy it is knightly courtesy, and if the Grand Com- 
manders of Georgia and Kansas, remembering the land of their birth, 
and with hearts yearning toward their old New England homes, seize 
upon the opportunity presented by their elevated masonic position, to do 
a knightly and courteous act, and establish more intimate masonic rela- 
tions between their Grand Commanderies and that of the land of their 
childhood; how can we, as true and courteous knights, refuse to recog- 
nize and respond to their manifestation of kindness, and masonic affection. 
Especially when it has become an established and recognized procedure 
for such purposes between the Grand Commanderies of the United States. 
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By such refusal we give others the impression that in order to preserve 
our isolated excellence, we are fond of rolling ourselves up like a porcu- 
pine with our bristles projecting towards our sister commanderies and 
determined only to unbend our hauteur on great and momentous occa- 
sions. 

The other objection, that if the representatives present matters of im- 
portance, we should not be able to give them “the attention which their 
importance demands,” answers itself, for this Grand Commandery can- 
not afford to, and has no desire to neglect any really important business. 

By confining the eligibility to the position of representative to members 
of this Grand Body, no question can be raised as to their presence at our 
meetings, or the suitableness of the appointments, and may be beneficial 
in securing the attendance of some of our older and much valued breth- 
ren. 


Your committee recommend the adoption of the following preamble 
and resolutions: 


Whereas, The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
in the efficient means which it took at the beginning of the present cen- 
tury, to establish the Grand Encampment of the United States, was 
actuated by a desire to preserve the integrity of the order in its fore- 
seen wide-spread relations, and to preserve harmony, good will, knightly 
courtesy, and brotherly love among the brethren throughout the length 
and breadth of the land; and whereas this Grand Commandery is as 
desirous now as it was then, to cultivate the most friendly and intimate 
relations with all sister grand commanderies, for the furtherance of that 

object, be it 


Resolved, That the Right Eminent Grand Commander for the time being, 
is authorized to receive and acknowledge representatives near this 
Grand Commandery, of other grand commanderies under the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, provided, however, that such representatives 
shall be members of this Grand Commandery. The Right Eminent 
Grand Commander may also in his discretion appoint representatives, to 
continue during his term of office, of this Grand Commandery near other 
State Grand Commanderies, and shall report to this Grand Commandery 
his doings under this resolution. 


BENJAMIN DEAN, } Gommi 
CHARLES A. STOTT, t ommittes. 


On motion of Sir Thomas A. Doyle, the report was amended, 
and on his motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the preamble and resolution 
adopted. 
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The R. E. Grand Commander having previously appoint- 
ed a committee on credentials they now report as follows: 


In Granp CoMMANDERY, 
PROVIDENCE, October 25, 1872. 


The committee on credentials have attended to the duty assigned them, 
and would report the following members and representatives present : 


Grand Officers: s..062 cine ck ee esha e sea e ces dense 15 
Past Grand Officers. .......... cece sce c cee cneen cae eceree 9 
Past Eminent Commanders. ..............02 ee ceeeeeees 18 
Eminent Commanders. ............ 0c ccee ccc csseeeeees 20 
Generalissimos, .........0 ss ec eee ses e ene easeeceeeceees 9 
Captain Generals... ..... ccc cece cece cee eee cee eceneere 10 
PrORi€S 365 eased eS ire hc MRR Ce kaia ee an chews ba 16 

TOtaliieeio sedis Waeeslsteig bree teasing aidesen eter Saree tee 97 

Fraternally submitted, 


EDWIN BAKER, 
ALBERT A. CUSHMAN, 
E. JOHN P. LUTHER. 
On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted. 


PROXIES. 


E. Sir Henry Enpicott, of Boston Commandery, for E. Sir John Mc 
Clellan, Past Deputy Grand Master. 


Sir Ropert 8. FrRaNKLIN, of Washington Commandery, for Sir L. R. 
Blackmann, Captain General. 


Sir Smity R. Puiu.ips, of Springfield Commandery, for E. Sir William 
8. Shurtleff, Past Deputy Grand Commander, and Sir Henry 8. Lee, 
Captain General. 


Sir 8. C. Sumner, of Milford Commandery, for E. Sir Leonard Fairbanks, 
Eminent Commander, and Sir James R. Davis, Captain General. 


Sir GEorar F. Woop, of Worcester County Commandery, for Sir Thomas 
E. St. John, Eminent Commander, 
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Sir CHARLES T. Gay, of Palestine Commandery, for Sir Wm. D. Seely, 
Generalissimo. 


E. Sir W. W. Baker, of St. Bernard Commandery, for Sir Samuel Wells, 
Eminent Commander. 


Sir H. F. Corenanp, of Old Colony Commandery, for Sir James F. Cox, 
Generalissimo. 


E. Sir A. 8. Stetson, of Old Colony Commandery, for Baalis Sanford, 
Jr., Captain General. 


E. Sir H. 8. Russexz, of Berkshire Commandery, for Sir T. E. Cole, Gen- 
eralissimo. 


E. Sir L. L. Funuer, of Hugh de Paynes Commandery, for Sir Jere D. 
Parker, Eminent Commander. 


Sir Gzorce F. Davis, of Joseph Warren Commandery, for Sir John F. 
Newton, Generalissimo. 


E. Sir James H. Parker, of Natick Commandery, for Sir W. H. 
Wright, Generalissimo, and Sir Charles A. Davis, Captain General. 


The following commanderies were found to be repre- 
sented: 


Saint Johns, Sutton, 

Boston, Winslow Lewis, 
Newburyport, Hugh de Payens, 
Washington, Saint Omer, 
Worcester County, Berkshire, 
Springfield, Woonsocket, 

De Molay, Joseph Warren, 
Holy Sepulchre, Narragansett, 
Palestine, South Shore, 
Milford, Bristol, 

Saint Bernard, Natick, 

Calvary, Cceur de Lion, 
Haverhill, Gethsemane, (U. D.) 


Old Colony, 
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The hour for the election of officers having arrived (5 P. 
M.) the R. E. Grand Commander invited V. E. Sir Benja- 
min Dean, Grand Captain General of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, to preside during the election and to install the 
officers elected. 


The V. E. Grand Captain General having accepted the 
invitation, appointed Sirs William B. Blanding, John P. 
Luther and John Eldred, a committee to collect, count and 
report the number of votes cast. 


On announcing the result of the voting, the following 
Sir Knights were declared duly elected : 


Sir NicHoLas Van Styck, Prov., R.L, R.E. Grand Commander. 

Sir Cnar.ies A. Storr, Lowell, Mass., V.E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
Sir Horace DanreEzs, Pawtucket, R.I., E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir Henry CHICKERING, Pittsfield, Mass., E. Grand Captain General. 
Sir Rev. GEorceE S. Noyes, Boston, Mass., E. Grand Prelate. 

Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER, Chelsea, Mass., E. Grand Senior Warden. 

Sir Jonn DEAN, Worcester, Mass., E. Grand Junior Warden. 

Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN, Boston, Mass., E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Boston, Mass., E. Grand Recorder. 


At 6 o’clock, P. M., the Grand Commandery was declared 
adjourned for refreshment. 


At 6.45 P. M., the Grand Commandery was again called 
to order, when the R. E. Grand Commander elect announced 
his appointed officers as follows: 


Sir STAFFORD W. RazEE, Woonsocket, R.I., E. Grand Sword Bearer. 


Sir Joun EuLprep, Newport, R. L., E. Grand Standard Bearer. 
Sir GEorGE W. Ray, Springfield, Mass., E. Grand Warder. 

Sir GronceE E. Stacy, Milford, Mass., E. Grand Captain of Guards. 
Sir Freperick A. Pierce, Boston, Mass., Grand Sentinel. 

Sir Epwarp L. FREEMAN, Pawtucket, R.I., 

Sir E. Dana Bancrort, Ayer, Mass., Grand Lecturers. 

Sir Cares M. AVERY, Chelsea, Mass., 


The Sir Knights were then called to their devotions, and 
prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate. 
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The V. E. Grand Captain General administered the offi- 
cial obligation and installed the Grand Officers, both elected 
and appointed, into their respective offices, except Sir 
Charles M. Avery, who was absent. 


The V. E. was assisted by BE. Sir Wyzeman Marshall, 
who made the customary official proclamation. 


The V. E. Sir Benjamin Dean then impressively deliv- 
ered an appropriate charge, and placed the Grand Com- 
mandery in command of the R. E. Grand Commander. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the dispensation be continued to Gethsemane Command- 
ery until a charter shall be issued. 


The committee on so much of the R. E. Grand Command- 
er’s address in May last as refers to a “Templar Manual,” 
were granted further time. 


E. Sir Edward L. Freeman, in behalf of the Grand Lec- 
turers, submitted the following report: 


To the R. E. Grand Commandery of Massachusetis and Rhode Island: 


This Grand Body, at its last Semi-Annual Assembly, adopted a resolu- 
tion instructing the Grand Lecturers to examine the work and lectures 
of the orders, and report what discrepancies, if any, exist between them. 

In accordance with that resolution, we have examined the work and 
lectures as carefully as time would permit, and present the following 
result of our labors. 

In some places we recommend changes in the work to make it con- 
form to the lectures, in others we think the lectures should be changed 
to correspond with the work. The changes in either are but very slight, 
and still we think they are important in order to secure uniformity, and 
to aid in making our work and lectures as near perfect as possible. 


* * * * * * 
E. L. FREEMAN, Grand 
E. DANA BANCROFT, { Lecturers. 


(So much of this report as rehearses portions of the work and lectures 
is not printed) 
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On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be referred to a committee to examine and 
report at the Semi-Annual Assembly in May next. 


There being no further business, the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander returned his thanks to the Sir Knights for their 
knightly courtesy and general good deportment and wish- 
ing all a safe return to their several homes, he declared the 
Grand Commandery adjourned. 


A true report of the proceedings of the Special, Semi- 
Annual and Annual Assemblies of the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


Attest : 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 


Sa ) r 
“ey se 
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&. Sic Sanes Salshney, 


PAST GRAND CAPTAIN GENERAL, 
PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMO, 


AND 


PAST EMINENTZCOMMANDER 


OF ST. JOHN'S COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R. 1. 


He was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason 
June 10, A. D. 1822, and continued to the end a devo- 
ted, consistent and exemplary Mason and 
Sir Knight. 


AFTER LONG AND FAITHFUL SERVICE 
He Died June 19, A. D. 1872, 
Aged 80 Years. 


HIS LIGHT IS EXTINGUISHED. 


Sir Hicbord §. Sooo, BB. 


Born May 24, A. D. 1787, 


Died January 19th, A. D. 1872, 
IN NEWBURYPORT, MASS. ; 


He was made a Mason iu 1809, a Royal Arch Mason in 1815, 
and was created and dubbed Knight Templar in 1815. 
He received the Council Degrees in 1822, and 
those of the Consistory in 1825. 


As a physician and scholar he was highly distinguished, and as a Mason, 
he was skilled in the lectures of the several grades, and lived above re- 
proach. 

He was a Past Grand Warder of the Grand Lodge, Past High Priest of 
King Cyrus Chapter, Past Grand King of the Grand Chapter, and Past 
Eminent Commander of Newburyport Commandery, all of Massachu- 
setts. 

ANOTHER LIGHT HAS GONE OUT. 


4u dtlemoviam. 


St. John’s Commandery. 
No Returns. 


Boston Commandery. 
No Returns. 


Nowburyport Commandery. 
Sir Ricuanrp S. Sporrorp, 
“ JoHN AHERMAN, 
“ LEONARD A, MORRISON. 


Springfield Commandery. 
Sir JoserpH M. Hau, 
“ Epwarp H. So.uace. 


DeMolay Commandery. 
Sir Exisna T. WILson, 
“ A.B. Eny, 
“ Tomas SPRAGUE, 
“ Amos B. MERRILL. 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery. 
Sir Jacop ARNOLD. 


Pilgrim Commandery. 
Sir WILL1aM Norra, 
“ WEARE CLIFFORD, 
“ Amos SANBORN, 
“ STEPHEN WALLACE. 


Palestine Commandery. 

Sir Gro. A. RICHARDSON, 
“ Waa. H. Hurcainson, 
“ Gro. W. SARGENT, 

“ CyHar.es H. Fioop. 


Milford Oommandery. 
Sir WILLIAM WALKER, 
“ JEREMIAH D. AMBLER. 


Calvary Commandery. 
Sir MARVIN CAREY, 
“ WituiamM A. H. Borpen, 
“© James WATERHOUSE. 
r] 
Haverhill Commandery. 
Sir Ensen BatLey Litr.erte.p. 
Old Colony Commandery. 
Sir Josnua THAYER. 
Sutton Commandery, 
Sir Joun E. Atmy, 
“ Francis L. Porter. 
Winslow Lewis Commandory. 
Sir JonaTHan RICHARDSON, 
“ Joun F. MEacom. 
Hough de Payens Commandery. 
Sir JEREMIAH MARTIN. 
Woonsocket Commandery, 
Sir Asa CHILTON, 
“ LELAND D, JENCKES. 


Northampton Commandery. 
Sir ANSEL WRIGHT, 
“ Jonn F. Moony. 
Bristol Commandery. 
Sir WILLIAM H. Tuomas. 


THESE true and courteous Knights have fallen out of our lines during 
the year past. 


At different periods they have laid them down to rest, whence they 


shall arise, to sleep no more forever. 


A)rqanizations. 


OW rt orm gow 


REBBESSESSRSRR: 
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COMMANDERIES UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND 
RHODE ISLAND, 1871-'72. 


SAINT JOHN'S ....... 0. cece e cece eee ee Providence, R. I. 
BOSTON: 3206s 060 Sis eak ceded nice seid Boston, Mass 
NEWBURYPORT...... 00. cece eee ee cece ees Newbnryport, Mass. 
WASHINGTON....... ccc eee ec ce cece ee enees Newport, R. I. 
WORCESTER COUNTY ......... cece ec eneen Worcester, Mass. 
SPRINGFIELD. ........ 00. cece eee ee eeees Springfield, Mass. 
DE. MODA Yess. i eiede oie ios be ad nes et es OS Boston, Mass 

Houy SEPULCHRE................200006: Pawtucket, R. I. 
PILGRIM iGo os Sst Race ae Lowell, Mass 
PALESTINE 650 :0hds oa bap eee dee die ess we Chelsea, Mass. 
MILFORD: §..5 32 adnate: aieaeina Wea eae dale Milford, Mass. 
Sant BERNARD ........... 2c ec ee ee eeeee Boston, Mass 
CALVARY 2052 66s iper one We Seale €ob0% Providence, R. I. 
HAVERHILL 2.0.0.0... ccc eee cece en eneee Haverhill, Mass. 
OLD COLONY, ........- eee eer ee eee eeeeee Abington, Mass. 
SUTTON: ile hile ates sae Ses New Bedford, Mass. 
BETHANY? 6.056604 Sie oti ceed bee eieds ooenscte Lawrence, Mass. 
WINSLOW LEWISB.......... 00. ccecceeees Salem, Mass. 
JERUSALEM: 5500 site's oui eed a hi aleclen ena Fitchburg, Mass. 
HuGH DE PAYENS ...........0.ccceeeees Melrose, Mass. 
SAINT OMER......... cc cece eee cree eens South Boston, Mass. 
BERKSHIRE ..........005- acd ie Save Sadie Weave Pittsfield, Mass. 
‘WOONSOCKET ooo. ccciie ei eiiee eins aks Woonsocket, R. I. 
CONNECTICUT VALLEY........000-0eee0ee Greenfield, Mass. 
GODFREY DE BOUILLON ............0.00- Fall River, Mass. 
JOBEPH WARREN....... ccc cee sees eccrine Boston Highlands, Mass. 
NARRAGANSETT .......-- cee e eee renee Westerly, R. L.. 
WILLIAM PARKMAN .........0 05 ceeaeeee East Boston, Mass. 
BRIGTOUS 66cceades cas iced eects te dete ens Mansfield, Mass. 
NORTHAMPTON ........ 0c. cece ceeeeeeee Northampton, Mass. 
SOUTH SHORE.........0 ccc ccc cence cece E. Weymouth, Mass. 
SPRUNITY $0 55.55-0isk Sendo tata Lee ee ees Hudson, Mass. 
NATICK 2% siceicetloiek nestaecenet eta toats Natick, Mass. 
Catur DE LION .......... cect eee ee ees Charlestown, Mass. 
GETHSEMANE (U. D.)....0.-cccceccecesens Newton, Mass. 
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ORGANIZATION 


OF THE 


frond {jommandery of ffassrchusetts and Pind Jatin. 


OcTOBER 25, 1872. 


R. E. Sir NICHOLAS VAN SLYCK, or Provivencs, R. I., 
Grand Commander. 


V. E. Sir CHARLES ADAMS STOTT, or Lowe t, Mass., 
Deputy Grand Commander. 


E. Sir HORACE DANIELS, or Pawtucket, R. I, 
Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Sir HENRY CHICKERING, or Prrrerte.p, Mass., 
Grand Captain-General. 


E. Sir Rev. GEORGE S. NOYES, or Boston, Mass., 
Grand Prelate. 


E. Sir TRACY P. CIHEEVER, or CHE.sEa, Mass., 
Grand Senter Warden. 


E. Sir JOHN DEAN, oF Worcester, Mass, 
Grand Juntor Warden. 


E. Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN, or Boston, Mass., 
Grand Treasurer. 
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E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, or Boston, Mass., 
Grand Recorder. 


E. Sir STAFFORD W. RAZEE, or Woonsocket, R. I., 
Grand Sword Bearer. 


E. Sir JOHN ELDRED, or Newport, R. [I., 
Grand Standard Bearer. 


E. Sir GEORGE W. RAY, or Sproveriecp, Mass., 
Grand Warder. 


E. Sir GEORGE E. STACY, or Mitrorp, Mass., 
Grand Captain of the Guards. 


Sir EDWARD L. FREEMAN, or Pawrtvcxert, R. L., 
Sir E. DANA BANCROFT, or Ayer, Mass., 
Sir CHARLES M. AVERY, or CHE ssa, Mass., 


Grand Lecturers. 
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PAST GRAND MASTERS AND GRAND COMMANDERS 
OF THE 
GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir Toomas Smira Wess, Providence, R. I................. 1805-17 
* Sir WILLIAM WrLkrnson, Providence, R. I................. 1818-19 
* Sir Henry Fow es, Boston, Mass...............ccecnerecees 1820-25 
* Sir Jonn Caruime, Providence, R. 1........... 0.0 cee eee eee 1826-28 
* Sir Joan James Lorine, Boston, Mass...........0.-eee eens 1829-31 
* Sir Ropert Lasu, Boston, Mass.................ee cece eeeee 1882 
* Sir Epwarp Asa RayMonD, Boston, Mass .................- 1833-34 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS Dame, Boston, Mass.................-5 1835-36 
* Sir Jonn Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass.......-......-0..0005 1837-38 
Sir CHARLES WHITLOCK Moorg, Boston, Mass.............. 1839-41 
Sir Jonn Fiunt, M. D., Boston, Mass................020000 1842-44 
* Sir Jonn BARRETT Hammatt, Boston, Mass............0.-- 1845-46 
*48ir RuEL Baker, Boston, Mass..............00. se cc ee ences 1847 
* Sir Joan Rurvus BRADFORD, Boston, Mass ...........-...+-: 1848-50 
Sir James Hutcuison, Providence, R. I..............-.0000- 1851-58 
* Sir Srmon Wiaein Rosrson, Lexington, Mass.............. 1854-55 
Sir DanrEL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass ................. 1856-57 
Sir Winstow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass...............066 1858-59 
* Sir WriL1amM FYE Dp, Providence, R. 1. ......... eee ee ee eee 1860-61 
Sir WitL1aM ELiison, Boston, Mass...........c.ceceeceneee 1862 
Sir Witttam SewaLL GARDNER, Newton, Mass............-- 1863-64 
Sir Rev: CuaRLes Henry Titus, Boston, Mass.............. 1865-06 
Sir WrL1am Wison BAKER, Boston, Mass..............--- 1867-68 
Sir BENJAMIN DEAN, Boston, Muass............... 0202 cece 1869-70 


Deceased, 13; living, 11. 


* Deceased. 
+ Died while in office as Grand Master. 
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PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS 
OF THE 
GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir Henry Fow se, Boston, Mass..............eceeeeceseees 1818-19 
* Sir JoHn Caruime, Providence, R. 1........ 0... cece ee ee eee 1820-24 
* Sir PeTeR GRINNELL, Providence, R. [..............-seeeeee 1825-28 
* Sir Josrag Warraker, Providence, R. 1..................4.. 1829-30 
* Sir RoBertT Laan, Boston, Mass .......... 0 os sceececeececess 1831 
* Sir Toomas Power, Framingham, Mass..................... 1832 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS Damm, Boston, Mass................... 1883-34 
* Sir Jonx Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass...............00.ee eee 1835-36 
Sir CaaRLes WHITLOCK Moore, Boston, Mass.............. 1837-88 
Sir Jon Fuiint, M. D., Boston, Mass...............ceceeuee 1839-41 
* Sir Jonn BARRETT Hammartrt, Boston, Mass ................ 1842-44 
* Sir Rvet Baker, Boston, Mass................0ccececeececs 1845-46 
* Sir Joun Rurus Braprorp, Boston, Mass .................. 1847 
Sir James Hutcarson, Providence, R.1.................-.05 1848-50 
* Sir Suson Wiaain Rosprnson, Lexington, Mass.............. 1851-58 
Sir DanrieL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass...............6- 1854-55 
Sir Jonn McCiLe.uan, Boston, Mass........... 0c. cece eee eee 1856-57 
* Sir Wituiam Frevp, Providence, R. 1..............-..00000 1858-59 
Sir WitL1aM ELuison, Boston, Mass....... eaisVaased ao see ee 1860-61 
¢t Sir Epwin Curtis Baruey, Boston, Mass..............0..005 1862 
Sir Rev. CHARLES HENRY Titus, Boston, Mass.............. 1863-64 
Sir WILLIAM Wiis0n Baker, Boston, Mass.................. 1865-66 
Sir Bengamin Dean, Boston, Mass ...............02..202005 1867-68 
Sir WrtuiaM STEELE SHURTLEFF, Springfield, Mass......... 1869-70 


Deceased, 12; living, 11. 


¢ Expelled, 
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PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMOS 
OF THE 
GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir Henry Fow se, Boston, Mass.............-...cce ee eeees 1803-17 
* Sir JoHN CARLILE, Providence, R. I. ..............-. 02 ceca 1818-19 
* Sir Peter GRINNELL, Providence, R. I...................05- 1820-24 
* Sir JoHN James Lorine, Boston, Mass...................... 1825-28 
* Sir Ropert Lasu, Boston, Mass .............ee cece cece eeees 1829-30 
* Sir JacoB AMEE, Boston, Mass ........... 00. ec cece eee ences 1831 
* Sir Epwarp Asa RayYMOND, Boston, Mass...............004: 1832 
* Sir Jomn Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass ...........-.-:0. eee 1883-34 
Sir GrLBERT NuRBE, Boston, Mass........... cc 0c see e eee eee 1835 
Sir CaarnLes WHITLOCK Moore, Bostun, Mass.............. 1836 
Sir Joon Fuint, M. D., Boston, Mass...................05-- 1837-38 
* Sir Joon BaRRETT HammMartt, Boston, Mass................. 1839—41 
* Sir Rue, Baker, Boston, Mass ..............0 0. ee ee ee »..- 1842-44 
* Sir James Saussury, Providence, R. I. .........-.-..-.2005- 1845 
* Sir James Rurus BRADFORD, Boston, Mass...............-- 1846 
Sir James Hutcaison, Providence, R. I...............00005: 1847 
® Sir Simon Wicern Rosinson, Lexington, Mass.............. 1848-50 
Sir DanreL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass................. 1851-53 
Sir Joan McCLevian, Boston, Mass................6.00 eee ee 1854-55 
* Sir Cyrus Fismer, Providence, R. L..............0-. 00 ee eee 1856 
Sir SaMceL Lewis, Providence, R. [..........-.. eee eeeees 1857 
* * Bir CuarLes Ropsine, Boston, Mass............-.0020eeeees 1858-59 
¢ Sir Epwin Curtis BaiLry, Boston, Mass.................-- 1860-61 
Sir WILLIAM SEWALIL GARDNER, Newton, Mass............. 1862 
Sir WILLIAM WILson Baxer, Boston, Mass................. 1863-64 
Sir Tuomas ARTHUR Doy Le, Providence, R. I.............. 1865 
*+Sir Henry Butuer, Providence, R. I................ en aeee 1866 
Sir Wiiu1amM Bu.iock BLanprne, Providence, R.I......... 1867-68 
Sir NicnoLas Van Styox, Providence, R. 1................ , 1869-70 


Deceased, 16; living, 12. 
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PAST GRAND CAPTAINS-GENERAL 
OF THE 
GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir JonATHAN GacE, Newburyport, Mass.................. 1805-14 

* Sir JoHn Carui.e, Providence, R.1.............. 22 cee eee eee 1815-17 

* Sir Peter GRINNELL, Providence, R. I..............-0. 2000. 1818-19 

* Sir Henry Purkirt, Boston, Mass................. cece eee 1820-22 

* Sir Jonn James Lorine, Boston, Mass............0..0ee ee ees 1823-24 

* Sir Jostan WuitTakeRr, Providence, R.1...........-.-0-. 000: 1825-28 

* Sir JacoB AMEE, Boston, Mass............ 0... 00- eee eee eens 1829-30 

* Sir Tuomas Power, Framingham, Mass..................065. 1831 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS Dame, Boston, Mags............ . 2+ 1832 

* Sir Josern Younc, Jr., Newburyport, Mass.................. 1838 
Sir GILBERT NURSE, Boston, Mass............0. 00 ese eeee eee 1884 
Sir CHaRLEs WulTLock Moore, Boston, Mass...............- 1835 
Sir Joun Furnt, M. D., Boston, Mass..............0 2.000 eee 1836 

* Sir JoHN BARRETT Hammart, Boston, Mass...............60- 1837-88 

* Sir WILLiAsM FIevp, Providence, R. [.............. eee eee 1839-41 - 

* Sir Barney Merry, Pawtucket, R.I........... 0.2.00. eee eee 1842-48 

* Sir James Sauspury, Providence, R.J.......-......-2.2 2000: 1844 

* Sir SamuEL FEssENDEN, Portland, Maine.................... 1845 
Sir James Hurcuison, Providence, R. [........... ee ccee eens 1846 

* Sir Sivon Wiccan Ropinson, Lexington, Mass............... 1847 
Sir Woxs_ow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass..........-....--6-- 1848-49 

* Sir Moses Ricnarpson, Providence, R. 1.............0eeeeee 1850 

* Sir AsA Woopsrry, Wilkinsonville, Mass...................- 1851-53 

* Sir Cyrus Fisner, Providence, R. I............ 2. eee ee eee ee 1854-55 

* Sir James WaRHAM Crooks, Springfield, Mass............... 1856 

* Sir Jonn BLAKE REED, Pawtucket, R.1................20006. 1857 
Sir GeorGE Francis WiLson, Providence, R. I............... 1858-59 
Sir W1LL1aM SEWALL GARDNER, Newton, Mass.............. 1860-61 
Sir Rev. C#arRLes Henry Titus, Boston, Mass............... 1862 
Sir Tuomas ARTHUR Dov _e, Providence, R.I................ 1863-64 
Sir BENJAMIN DEAN, Boston, Mass..........ccccceee cece eeece 1865-66 
Sir WriuraAM STEELE SHURTLEFF, Springfield, Mass.......... 1867-68 
Sir Cuarues A. Storr, Lowell, Mass.............. 2c. eeeeees 1869-70 


Deceased, 20; living, 13. 
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SAINT JOHN’S COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R., I. 
CHARTER, October 7, 1805. 
Annual Election, First Monday of December. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Rev. Henry W. Ruaa..............200 00 0es Commander. 

Sir ALBERT H. CUSHMAN.......0.-.eeceeceeeees Generalissimo. 
Sir Ropert E. DWELLY............. 0000 eee Captain-General. 
Sir Toomas A. DOYLE......... 00.0. cce cece eeees Prelate. 

Sir WILLIAM JACKSON........0 0.00 cece cece eeee Senior Warden. 
Sir JoHN G. TILLINGMAST.... 6. ccc cee eee Junior Warden. 
Sir ALFRED W. FIaK........c..ccce cece erceeees Treasurer. 

Sir EUGENE HIGGINS.............0 0c eee eee Recorder 

Sir GEoRGE M. FREEBORN..........0..eeeceeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JOHN W. GROSS... 0.0... .c ccs cece cece eeeene Standard -Bearer 
Sir WILLIAM E. HUsSBAND...........-.00 020000: Warder. 

Sir ANDREW COVILL.......... 0c cee eee cece ees Captain of the Guard. 
Sir WILLIAM R GREENE...........0..0cceeeees Musical Director. 
Sir RICHARD CHADWICK...........cececeeeceees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 335. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Toomas SmitH WEBB, Providence, 1802-13. 
* Sir Jon CARLILE, Providence, 1814-16, 1820-21. 
* Sir SamUEL Jackson, Providence, 1817-19, 1822-24, 1839-41, 1847-49. 
* Sir Asa Boswortn, Providence, 1825-27, 1844. 
* Sir JessE CLARK, Providence, 1828-29. 
* Sir Josran WHITAKER, Providence, 1830. 
* Sir WiLLtAm C. Barker, Providence, 1831, 1850, 1857-58. 
* Sir Mosks Ricmarpson, Providence, 1832. 
* Sir Jawes SALsBcrRy, Providence, 1833-87, 1854-56. 
* Sir PaRpoNn CLARKE, Providence, 1838. 
* Sir BARNEY MERRY, Providence, 1842—43. 
Sir WILLIAM Fievp, Providence, 1845-46. 
* Sir Cyrus Fiswer, Providence, 1851-58. 
Sir OLIVER JoHNSON, Providence, 1859. 
Sir Rev. CHARLEs H. Titus, Taunton, Mass., 1860-62. 
Sir Joun SHEPLEY, Providence, 1863. 
Sir Rev. Danie. Rounps, Jr., Norfolk, Mass., 1864. 
Sir STILLMAN WHITE, Providence, 1865. 
Sir SAMUEL S. Ginnopo, North Attleboro’, Mass., 1866. 
Sir A. CRAWFORD GREENE, Providence, 1867-69. 
Sir Spencer P. Reap, Providence, 1870. 
Sir James H. ALLEN, Providence, 1871. 


Deceased, 13; living, 9. 


* Deceased. t Not Members of the Commandery. 
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BOSTON COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, March 8, 1806. 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir Henry ENDICOTT. ...........0-. 02 cece ences Commander. 
Sir SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE..........c cece ec cece Generalissimo. 
Sir SamvuEL MASON, Jr... 2.2... 62. cece eee eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir ABRAHAM A. DAME...........0cccceccecees Prelate. 
Sir ZepHantan H. Tuomas, Jr..............05. Senior Warden. 
Sir James H. UPHAM............ 0.00 ccee ce ueee Junior Warden. 
Sir EDWARD A. WHITE...........c0ccccccccuee Treasurer. 
Sir GeorGE S. EBASTMAN............ 000s cee eees Recorder. 
Sir J. FRancis LOTTS........... 0.00 cece ene cece Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Joun L. STEVENSON ...........0 0.0 e ce eeees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir JosepH N. PErmce, Jr..... 22.0... eee ee ee ee Warder. 
Sir EDWARD J. LONG. ........ 00 cc cece wean eee 
Sir WinuiaM F. PEIRCE................00065 Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Epwarp T. NICHOLS............c.0000e05 
Sir ALEx. K. BRYER...........0... 000 ccseccees Armorer. 
Sir Jonny B. RHODES........... 00.0 cee cece eee Musical Director. 
Sir JoHN B. RHODES...........0..0 ese eee eee Organist. 
Sir Freperick A. PIERCE...........0.0eee000 Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month: number of 
members, 512. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Henry Fow ez, Boston, 1805-23. 
* Sir Robert Lasu, Chelsea, 1824. 
* Sir Joun J. Lorine, Boston, 1825-26. 
Sir ABRAHAM A. Dame, Boston, 1827-29. 
* Sir Epwarp A. Raymonp, Brookline, 1830-31. 
* Sir Tuomas Power, Framingham, 1832. 
* Sir Joun Hews, Cambridgeport, 1833-34. 
Sir GruBpert Nurse, Boston, 1835. 
Sir Joan Fuint, M. D., Boston, 1836-37. 
+ Sir CHarLeEs W. Moore, Boston, 1838. 
Sir DanrtzL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, 1839-40, 1850-57. 
* Sir Rue. Baker, Boston, 1841. 
* Sir Joun B. Hawmatt, Boston, 1842-43. 
Sir WirnsLow Lewis M. D., Boston. 1844-45. 
* Sir Joun R. BRapFoRD, Boston, 1846-47. 
* Sir SAMUEL PEARCE, Boston, 1848-49. 
Sir Wrii1aM EL ison, 1858-60. id 
Sir Jonn K. Hat, Somerville, 1861-63. 
Sir WyzEMAN MARSHALL, Boston, 1864-65. 
Sir Cnartes C. Dams, Newburyport, 1866. 
Sir CoaRLEs Epwarp Powers, Boston, 1867-69. 
Sir WitLiam Saywarp, Boston, 1870-71. 


Deceased, 10 ; living, 12. 


+ Not a member. 
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NEWBURYPORT COMMANDERY, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 12, 1806. 


Annual Election, Friday succeeding full moon in September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir JoHN N. PIKE............ ccc cece eee e ees Commander. 
Sir Mosts H. Fow.er............2....00000005 Generalissimo. 
Sir WARREN CURRIER...........0-.00 0 e cece Captain-General. 
Sir JAMES W. CHENEY............0 0 ccc ee eueee Prelate 
Sir WILLIAM P. SANDERS.............00 0000005 Senior Warden. 
Sir CuarRLes N. BALLOU.............. 000 c ee eee Junior Warden. 
Sir GyLes P. STONE.......... ccc cece eee ences Treasurer. 
Sir GrorcE H. STEVENS................0000008 Recorder. 
Sir Epwarp F. TipBetts................000085 Sword-Bearer. 
Sir George H. MERRILL ...............200000: Stundard-Bearer. 
Sir JoHN C. KIMBALL ...........0 0.00002 caees Warder. 
Sir Wituiam H. BAYLEY................ 0008. | 
Sir JAMES M. Woops............. 22 cece ee eee Captains of the Guard. 
Sir R. M. BOODY..........s.ceceeceeeeeacees j 
Sir SAMUEL M. NOYES ........... 00.0 cece eee es Armorer. 
Sir JaMES W. CHENEY ........... 000 cece cnees Musical Director. 
Sir JAMES W. CHENEY ...........0. 00 ceee enone Organist. 
Sir SAMUEL M. NOYES..............00ceceeeee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Friday succeeding full moon ; number of mem- 
bers, 60. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 
* Sir NATHANIEL Knapp, Newburyport, Mass, 1795-1823. 
*{Sir Ricwarp 8. Sporrorp, M. D., Newburyport, Mass., 1824-40, 1855-62. 
Sir Joun N. Pike, Newburyport, Mass., 1866. 


Deceased, 2; living, 1. 


This Encampment was instituted in 1795; and in May, 1808, it received 
a “ Charter of Recognition.” The Charter was surrendered to the Grand 
Encampment, October 12, 1840, restored October 10, 1855, and again sur- 
rendered in October, 1862, and again restored May, 1866. 
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WASHINGTON COMMANDERY, NEWPORT, R. I. 
CHARTER, June 7, 1814. 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday of September. 


OFFICERS. | 
Sir B. J. HUDSoN.... 0... cece cece eee eee Commander. | 
Sir G. F. CRANDALL .........0.0 cece cece e neces Generalissimo. 
Sir L. R. BLACKMAN ........-.. 2. ccc cece cence Captain-General. 
Sir WILLIAM GILPIN ......... 00. ccc cece ce eceee Prelate. 
Sir W. G. STEVENS. ......... 0c. cece ees ee ees Senior Warden. 
Sir R. 8. FRANKLIN..........0..0.0 0000 e ee ee ees Junior Warden. 
Sir G. B. REYNOLDS, JR .... 2.0... cee ee eee Treasurer. 
Sir W. J. COZZENS ... 0... ec ce ee eee Recorder. 
Sir WILLIAM CARRY.........0 0. 0c cece cece eeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir ISAAC GILG :b obs ccoetdss con See ene Standard-Bearer. 
Sir J. 8. COGGESHALL ............ 0. cece eee ee Warder. 
Sir-R.; Bi TAVER, o0i0:660e5. 0005 ee Vaden eee ee l 
Sir D. M. CoG@EsHALh, JR........ 2.2 eeee oe Captains of the Guard. 
Sir J. H. HARRISON. ......... 0... ce cee eee j 
Sir GRORGE W. TEW ........ 0. cece cece eee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of every month; number of 
members, 91. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 
* Sir Jonn A. Suaw, Newport, 1812-25. 
* Sir Isaac StaLu, Newport, 1826-28. 
+t Sir Kensey J. Stewart, Newport, 1853. 
Sir NATHAN H. GouLD, Newport, 1854-58. 
Str Joan ELDRED, Newport, 1859-71. 


Deceased, 2 ;$living, 3. 


This Encampment was first chartered by the Grand Consistory of New- 
York, in December, 1812. On the 7th of June, 1814, it received a Char- 
ter from Thomas Smith Webb, G. G. Master of the Grand Encampment 
of Knights Templars of the United States, under which it continued to 
work uatjl June, 1828, when it ceased to exist. On the i2th of October, 
1853, it was re-chartered by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Istand, which Charter it now holds. 
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WORCESTER COUNTY COMMANDERY, WORCESTER, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 16, 1825. 


Annual Election, First Thursday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir JOHN DEAN......... ce cece cence etter ences Commander. 
Sir Henry C. WILbson.......... 00. ce eee ees Generalissimo. 
Sir GEORGE F. Woop .......... cc cece eee eeneee Captain-General. 
Sir ALEXANDER Y. THOMPSON..............06: Prelate. 
Sir Ropert H. CHAMBERLAIN ..........0. 00005 Senior Warden. 
Sir DANIEL SEAGRAVE.... 0... cece eee ce cece Junior Warden. 
Sir Wruuiam L. CLARK... 0.0.00... ccc cee ee ee eee Treasurer. 
Sir S. L. SHAFFER 22.0.0... cc ccc eee ee cece Recorder. 
Sir JAMES J. RUSS ..... cece ccc eee eee enees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir GEORGE W. REEVES.......... cc cece eee nes Standard-Bearer. 
Sir G. EDWARD SMITH ..........0-. cee ee eeees Warder. 
Sir Justin E. Woon .............c cece cece ) 
Sir Witiiam B. WHITE ...........00. eee eee Captains of the Guard. 
Sir R. L. GoLBERT ............ ccc cece eee ene j 
Sir Lewis S. CARPENTER.............0.-00000: Armorer. 
Sir Henry B. KBivi....... 0. cee eee tees Musical Director. 
Sir Henry B. KEITH................002 2000 ee Organist. 
Sir Lewis 8S. CARPENTER.............0000 cece Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Thursday of each month; number of mem- 
bers 179. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir James EsTaBrook, Worcester, 1825-27, 1831-83, 1842-44, 1849-4. 
Sir GEORGE EsTABROOK, 1828-30. 

Sir ALBERT Cask, Boston, 1845-48. 

Sir Levi Rawson, Farnumsville, Mass., 1850-53. 

Sir Asa Woopst ry, Wilkinsonville, Mass., 1855. 

* Sir Henry Ear, Worcester, 1856-57. 

* Setu P. MILLER, Worcester, 1858-63, 1866. 

¢t Sir Grorce W. BENtLy, New London, Conn., 1864-65. 

Sir HENRY GODDARD, Worcester, 1866-67. 

Sir Joun Dean, Worcester, Mass. 


Deceased, 3 ; living 7. 


+ 
t 
+ 
L 


This Encampment was originally established at Holden, Mass., removed 
to Worcester, June 17, 1829 ; re-established at Sutton, Mass., October 20, 
1842; again removed to Worcester, December 12, 1845, where it has since 
remained. 
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SPRINGFIELD COMMANDERY, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 19, 1830. 


‘ 


Annual Election, First Monday of November. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir GEORGE W. RAY........... 0 cece eee eee eens Commander. 
Sir Perer 8. BAILEY........... 0.20 cece cece eees Generalissinio. 
Sir Henry 8. LEE............0. 00-0 c eee ee eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir DANIEL REYNOLDS.............-00 cece eeeee Prelate. 
Sir ALBERT M. DaY........... 00. ce cece ee ee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir James M. PorTer............ Paealis Fated ogeeeoats Junior Warden. 
Sir EpwarD P. CHAPIN............ 2.02 ce eee eee Treasurer. 
Sir Smurra R. PHILuips.................. seb eoalataes Recorder. 
Sir GeorGe M. SMITH... 0.2.0... 0. eee eee ees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JOEL E. COOLIDGE..........0 eee eect cee ceee Standard-Bearer. 
Sir JoserH 8S. NOBLE...........00.0e cece cee eees Warder. 
Sir JoHn R. SEALY.......... 00.0. ce ee cece eens 
Sir AARON FLAGG.......... 20. e cece eee eens Captains of the Guard. 
Sir HowaRpD A. GIBBB.......... 0.00 cece eee eee 
Sir CHARLES TAYLOR.......... ccc se ec eee e cece Armorer. 
Sir Eustace W. ABBOTT...........--0s02ee ee ees Musical Director. 
Sir GeorGE D. ROLLINS.............. 002 eee eee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of Mem- 
bers, 249. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Henry Dwient, Springfield, Mass., 1826 to April 4, 1828, and No- 
vember 7, 1828, to January 5, 1831. 
* Sir Joun Newsury, Springfield, April 4, 1828, to November 7, 1. 
* Sir James W. CROOKS, Springfield, 1851-52, 1854-55, 1857-59. 
* Sir Jonn B. Krrxuam, Springfield, 1853. 
Sir Ocran Dickinson, "Springfield, 1856. 
Sir Wii.iaM 8. SHURTLEFF, Springfield, 1860-61. 
Sir ALBERT H. KirkHaM, Springfield, 1862. 
* Sir Isaac D. Ginzons, Springtield, 1863-64. 
Sir Danie. REYNOLDs, Springfield, 1865. 
Sir ALBerT E. Forn, Springfield, 1866. 
Sir SAMUEL B. SPOONER, Springfield, 1867-70. 


Deceased, 5; living, 6, 
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DE MOLAY COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 10, 1848. 


Annual Election, Fourth Wednesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir JOHN M. CLARK...... 0... c cece cece e eee eee Commander. 
Sir Winniam 8S. ANDERSON...............000005 Generalissimo. 
Sir CHARLES B. LANCASTER... ........000e eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. ALONZO H. QUINT...........0 0000 eens Prelate. 
Sir JoHN MACK.......... ieee aoe ede aae Senior Warden. 
Sir Jonn H. CHESTER... 2.2.0... 002.0 c eee ee eens Junior Warden. 
Sir Joseru M. RUSSELL... ..-......0 02.0 e eee ee eee Treasurer. 
Sir FREDERICK A. PIERCE. .........-...--.0606- Recorder. 
Sir WinuiaM Henry NICHOLS...............005. Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Josepn B. MASON............0.0005 ee Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Joun P. SOULE... 2... cee eect eee ees Warder. 
Sir WILLIAM R. COOKE........... 000 cece eee ) 
Sir CHARLES A. COX........ 0. cece cee eee eee Captains of the Guard. 
Sir GEoRGE F. WRIGHT........... 00 cece eens J 
Sit EBEN: Fy GAY sc eee kee cece aden Anmorer. 
Sir EDWARD PRESCOTT.............0.000c ce ceees Musical Director. 
Sir Howarp M. Dow... ...... 0... cece eee eee Organist. 
Sir EBEN F. GAY... 0.6.0... e cece ee eee cee ees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Fourth Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 304. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Enpwarp A Raymonp, Brookline, Mass., 1850-51. 
Sir Cuar.Les W. Moores, Boston, Mass., 1852. 
Sir Tuomas R. LAMBERT, D. D., Charlestown, Mass., 1853-55. 
Sir CLEMENT A. WaLKER, M. D., Boston, 1856-58. 
Sir W1LLiAM PARKMAN, Boston, 1859-60. : 
t Sir Epwin C. BalLey, Boston, 1861-63. 
Sir WiLtiiaM F. Davis, Boston, 1864-65. 
Sir Joun W. DapMUnN, 1866-67. 
Sir S. J. M. Homer, 1868-69. 
Sir MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS. 


Deceased, 1; living, 8. 


} Expelled. 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE COMMANDERY, PAWTUCKET, R. I. 
CHaRTER, September 25, 1849. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir EpwarpD L. FREEMAN...........-e00eceeeee- Commander. 
Sir J. SEWELL READ............ ccc cee cee ecees Generalissimo. 
Sir CHARLES A. FALES............-. cece ee eeeee Captain-General. 
Sir EDWIN CLAPP..........0cccecec essen ceceees Prelate. 
Sir Henry A. PIERCE.......... 00.2 e cee cece Senior Warden. 
Sir JosEPH C. FYsk.... 0.0... eee eee cece nee Junior Warden. 
Sir Isaac T. JENKS.......... 000.0 ceeees asd ploiacavans Treasurer. 
Sir Benzamin A. SEBLEY..............2. 0200s Recorder. 
Sir GeorGm A. SWEET... .. 2.0... cece eee eee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Horace G. ALDRICH.........0. 000. e eee eees Standard Bearer. 
Sir James M. DAVIB......... ccc cece eee eee cceee Warder. 
Sir ARNOLD F. SALISBURY..........00.000eeee 
Sir James M. BisHoP............0.c00. ee eeeee | captain of the Guard. 
Sir STEPHEN F. FISK.... 2.02... 0 cc cece cescece 
Sir JoHN F. ADAMB....... 0... ce cece ec en ce ennes Musical Director. 
Sir Jesse G. BARBER.............- cece cece eens Sentinel. 


‘Regular Assemblies, Friday on or before each full moon; number of 
members, 190. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir WiLL1AM FIELD, Providence, 1849-50. 
Sir JAMEs Hutcutson, Providence, 1861. 
* Sir ALVIN Jenks, Pawtucket, 1852-53. 
Sir CLaupivs B. Farnswoktu, Pawtucket, 1856-59. 
Sir SyLvanus CLapp, Pawtucket, 1860-61. 
Sir NATHAN P. Towne, Pawtucket, 1862. 
* Bir GeorcE A. Frencu, Pawtucket, 1863-64. 
Sir Horace DANtELS, Pawtucket, 1865-67. 
Sir BeLa P. CLapp, Pawtucket, 1868-69. 


Deceased, 8; living, 6, 


19 
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PILGRIM COMMANDERY, LOWELL, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 10, 1855. 


Annual Election, Wednesday after full moon in October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir Hocum HosFORD............00ccsecceseacens Commander. 
Sir GeorGE W. BEDLOW............00005 esewece eed Generalissimo. 
Sir CHARLES E. A. BARTLETT..............00.5. Captain-General. 
Sir STEPHEN W. AvseE............. eee Senior Warden. 
Sir Henry P. PERKINS...........-..-200000000- Junior Warden. 
Sir JONATHAN P. FOLSOM.......... 0.00 eceeeens Treasurer. 
Sir ARTHUR G. POLLARD.......... 000.2 ceeeeees Recorder. 
Sir N. WARREN NORCROSB............0000e00e: Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Asa D. CLARK.......... Ee sohe Bead ate ee weane Standard-Bearer 
Sir FREDERICK FRYE... ....... 000. e ccc ence cece Warder. 
Sir ALPHONSO T. DICKERMAN............0.00- 
Sir J. HENRY READ... 2... ..... cece eee ee eeees Captains of the Guard. 
Sir JoHN C. BLOOD...... 0... cc cece eee eens 
Sir Epwarp B. HowEk............. 000 c cece ee eee Organist. 
Sir HrkamM N. HALh...... 2... eee ce cee ee ees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Wednesday after each full moon; number of mem- 
bers, 142. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir SamUuEL K. Hurcuinson, Lowell, 1855-58. 

* Sir CapWALLADER F. BLancHagD, Lowell, 1859-60. 
Sir WILLIAM S. GARDNER, Newton, Mass., 1861-62. 
Sir JosePH BEDLOW, Lowell, 1863. 

Sir WiLLiaM F. Satmon, Lowell, 1864-85. 

Sir Samvue. D. SarcEant, Binghampton, N. Y., 1866. 
Sir Cuar.es A. Storr, Lowell, 1867. 

Sir Hocum Hosrorp. 


Deceased, 1; living, 7. 
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PALESTINE COMMANDERY, CHELSEA, MASS. 
CuarrTeR, October 28, 1859. 


Annual Election, First Wednesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir CHARLES T. GAY .........0.cc eens Naaucteds Commander. 
Sir Wrutiam D. SEELEY ................006: ‘,. Generalissimo. 
Sir JOHN ©. HALL ....... 0... eee ee ce ee eee Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. GzEorcE W. DURELL.............-0+- Prelate. 
Sir Joun H. ROBERTS............0. ce ececeecee Senior Warden. 
Sir GrorGE E. RoGERS..............eceececnes Junior Warden. 
Sir SLADE LUTHER........... 0. cece cece en eenes Treasurer. 
Sir Gzorce H. MARDEN..............00000000- Recorder. 
Sir James BE. ROGERS........... 2... e eee eee eee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir James N. GREENWOOD............0.0cenees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir WILLIAM ROBINSON...........0cescecceaces Warder. 
Sir CHARLES 8S, BEATLEY...........0. 0000005 
Sir James DONAGHY.......0 ...0.ceeceeeeeee captains of the Guard. 
Sir E. H. BRAZER........ 0.0.0. ce cece ee eeees 
Sir CHARLES W. MARDEN ...............--.00: Armorer. 
Sir Tracy P. CHEEVER...........ccccecceecees Musical Director. 
Sir EpwARD STICKNEY ...........2-:.02eeeeeee Organist. 
Sir CHanLes W. MARDEN ...........-...00008% Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Wednesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 159. 


PA8T COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Cuarues A. Davis, M. D., Chelsea, 1859-60-61. 
Sir Cuartes M. Avery, Chelsea, 1862-63-64. 
Sir Tracy P. CHEEvER, Chelsea, 1865. 
Sir Gzorce H. MARDEN, Charlestown, 1866. 
Sir CoarLEs F. Haynes, Chelsea, 1867-68. 
Sir DanreL E. Case, 1869-70. 


Deceased, 1 ; living, 5. 
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MILFORD COMMANDERY, MILFORD, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 28, 1859. 


Annual Election, Fourth Monday of September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir SuLLIVAN C. SUMNER...........0c cn eeeeeee Commander. 
Sir SamuEn A. FISHER ...........ecee eee eee eee Generalissimo 
Sir Jarvis WHITE ............. aspen anaes Captain-General 
Sir Srnas W. HALE ............ 22 ce ee eee eee Prelate 
Sir James M. Woons ...........cesecec cc ences Senior Warden 
Sir Henry C. SKINNER......... 0... cece cence Junior Warden 
Sir JoHN S. MAYHEW. .......... cece ee een eee Treasurer. 
Sir LEWIS FALEB........... ccc cece c eee e cence Recorder 
Sir Samuet W. HEatTH, JR...........6..-0.-6- Sword-Bearer 
Sir THomas C. EASTMAN..........0. 0c ceec ences Standard-Bearer 
Sir EBEN D. BANCROFT..........0..cc cee cece Warder . 
Sir Grorce R. HoLuann.................665 
Sir Mitton A. SAUNDERS ............-..00.- {captain of the Guard 
Sir CaHarRLEs W. SHIPPEE ...............000- 
Sir JoHN M. Woon... ........... ccc cece ee enees Armorer. 
Sir GEORGE W. BAILEY ............ccee ce eneee Musical Director. 
Sir GEORGE W. BAILEY .............00.0eeeee Organist. 
Sir JOHN M. Woon........... cece cece cevees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Fourth Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 152. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 

Sir GEorcE E. Jonnson, Holliston, Mass., 1859. 
Sir Isaac Brrrron, COVENTRY, Ky., 1860, '1862-63. 
Sir Epwin F. White, Holliston, 1861. 
Sir WiLLiam H. Purers, South Framingham, 1864. 
Sir GrorGeE EB. Stacy, Milford, 1805-67. 

* Sir J. HarRDING Surrn, Milford, 1868-69. 
Sir LeonaRD FAIRBANKS, Milford, 


Deceased, 1 ; living, 6. 
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SAINT BERNARD COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 28, 1859. 


Annual Election, Second Wednesday of December. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir SAMUEL WELLB........... 20. cece ence eeeeees Commander. 
Sir JoHN W. CANDLER...........0cce sce eeecees Generalissimo. 
Sir FRaNots F. EMORY..... 2... ccc eee ce eens Captain-General. 
Sir HENRY MULLIKEN...........0. 00 ee eee eeaee Prelate. 
Sir Orrs E. WELD. .... 0... cece cece cece eee eee Senior Warden. 
Sir W. H. KENNARD ........... ccc ecee cee ceeees Junior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES U. COTTING .........c0ccuccuceeucs Treasurer. 
Bir RICHARD BRIGGS...........cccccseecceccraes Recorder 
Sir JostaH F. GuILD.... 2... 0... cece ccc ee eeee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir HORATIO MOOR............ 0.0 cee cece ee eens Standard -Bearer. 
Sir HENRY F. AMES. ..... 0... cece ccc ec ee eeeee Warder 
Sir GEorGr F. HuRD.... 0.2.00... cece eee eee 
Sir JacoB BALDWIN, JIr........ se cee eee eee | captin of the Guard. 
Sir Cuarues T. RANDALL........... 000.0 cece 
Sir EBEN F. Gay... .... cece cee nce c cen eceee Armorer. 
Sir C. C. WENTWORTGH........... ccc ces ee eeees Musical Director. 
Sir C. C. WENTWORTH....-. 6... cece e eee eee eee Organist. 
Sir EBEN F. Gay... 22... ec cc cee ee eens Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 81. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir WiLL1aM W. Baker, Boston, 1859-61. 
Sir P. ApaMs Ames, Boston, 1862-63. 

Sir HENRY MULLIKEN, Brookline, 1864-66. 
Sir F. Lyman Wrnsulp, Allston, 1867-68. 
Sir CoaRLes A. WELSH. 
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CALVARY COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
CHARTER, May 22, 1860. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday of December. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir JoHn P. LUTHER. .......... 0. cece cece neces Commander. 
Sir Isaac H. SAUNDERS.......... 0.0. c cece eeeeee Generalissimo. 
Sir EUGENE D. BURT...........00ccccec essences Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. DANIEL G. ANDERSON............50205- Prelate. 
Sir CHARLES B. WEBSTER...........00-0eesee ees Senior Warden. 
Sir JosepH E. SPINK............02 cece cece eens Junior Warden. 
Sir James W. BULLOCK...........cccceeceeeses Treasurer. 
Sir HENRY M. RAWSON..........0ceee eee eee eee Recorder. 
Sir Winur1amM H. McCorRMICk...........000.0000- Sword-Bearer. 
Sir CALVIN 8. NEWCOMB...........0ceeeeeeeeees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir JosHua M.. ADDEMAN.......... 0002 eeeeeees Warder 
Sir WILLIAM M. GIFFORD............0000ce0es 
Sir GEORGE W. ARNOLD............-00 ee cee {captain of the Guard. 
Sir Frrz, HERBERT PEABODY.............0000- 
Sir EDWIN BAKER............0..0 000 cece en ceees Musical Director. 


Sir Caarues T. LITTLE........................ Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 202. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Henry BuTueEr, Providence, 1860-62. 
Sir THomas A. Doy.e, Providence, 1863. 
Sir LEvi L. WEeBsrTER, Providence, 1864. 
Sir WiiuraM B. BLanpine, Providence, 1865. 
Sir Epwin J. NiqHTINGALE, Providence, 1866. 
Sir Cares R. Dennis, Providence, 1867. 
Sir JAMES M. PENDLETON, Westerly, 1868. 
Sir THomas Par.ures, Jr., Providence, 1869-70. 
Sir NELson W. ALDRICH, Providence. 


Deceased, 1 ; living 8. 
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HAVERHILL COMMANDERY, HAVERHILL, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 26, 1863. 


Annual Election, Second Tuesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir CHARLES PAGE MESSER...........00cee cece Commander. 
Sir NatTHan Swett KIMBALL...............605- Generalissimo. 
Sir Davip BARNARD TENNEY..........-20..0005: Captain-General. 
Sir Hrmam SMART............ ccc ccc cece et enees Prelate 
Sir DexTER BLANCHARD VICKERY...........-.- Senior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES SAMUEL CHASE...........0.c0se008 Junior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM ALLEN BROOKS..........0.00 00008 Treasurer. 
Sir Francis JEWETT STEVENB.............00005 Recorder. 
Sir ALVAH WHITTIER. ........ 0.0... cece eee eees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir EDWIN HUNT............ccc cece cece ceeeees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir CHaRLES TAPPAN CHASE............0020.005 Warder. 
Sir BengJaMIN Fiint LEIGHTON............... 
Sir Horace MANN WIGHTMAN..............55 | captaio of the Guard. 
Sir BENJAMIN FRANKLUIN DARLING............ 
Sir NATHANIEL KELLEY JOHNSON............... Armorer. 
Sir James EDWARD GALE............00cceeceee Musical Director. 
Sir James EDWARD GALE........ 0. cece e eee Organist. 
Sir JaMEs WyLim PoLanp SMITH............... Sentinel 


Regular Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 151. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Groner W. Cuasz, Haverhill, Mass., 1863-66. 
Sir James E. Gaus, 1867-69. 


Deceased, 1; living, 1. 
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OLD COLONY COMMANDERY, ABINGTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 26, 1868. 


Annual Election in September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir STEPHEN S. BRADFORD ..............-..006 Commander. 
Sir Horatio F. CoPELAND ..............00000+ Generalissimo. 
Sir Amos 8. STETSON.............-..000 sees ee Captain-General. 
Sir JaMES F. Cox... 2.0.2... 2. ccc eee ees Prelate. 
Sir FRANKLIN P. HARLOW...........0000000005 Senior Warden. 
Sir BAALI8 SANFORD, JR. ........... cece ee eeee Junior Warden. 
Sir BENJAMIN S. NASH..........ccc cc ecee cece Treasurer. 
Sir Erastus M. NA8H............0.02cecececes Recorder. 
Sir Epwin W. WHITING.............00 0000000: Sword-Bearer. 
Sir ANTHONY DIKE... ........ 2... 0 cece eee eceee Standard- Bearer. 
Sir SaMUEL N. DvER, JR............ 000 cece Warder. 
Sir James H. Cooper...............0000000 
Sir J. T. RICHMOND ................0 eee ceeee | caption of the Guard. 
Sir BrRapLey 8S. BRYANT.............0002005: 
Sir JosepH F. FRENCH.................000000: Armorer. 
Sir Wmiiam H. Davis......... 0... cece eee eee Musical Director. 
Sir Josep F. FRENCH..............00.ceecees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Monday next following the full of every moon ; 


number of members, 141. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir WiLL1AM W. Waitmarsn, Neponset, Mass, 1864-65. 
Sir SaMvEL B. THAXTER, Abington, 1866-68. 

Sir ZACHARIAH JL. BICKNELL, t Weymouth, 1869-71. 
Sir SterHen S. Braprorp. 
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SUTTON COMMANDERY, NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 
CuartTeR, May 6, 1864. 


Annual Election, First Thursday of December. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir JoHN A. LEB... 2.2... cece eee cece eee eee Commander. 
Sir ApRanAM H. HowLAnD, JR.......0..- wae Generalissimo. 
Sir Wruuiass W. ARNOLD............0.2 ee eeeee Captain-General. 
Sir Wanton T. DREW..................00206- Prelate 
Sir GARDNER T. SANFORD ....-.. 00.00 cee eceee Senior Warden. 
Sir Tuomas B. TRIPP .............. cece eens Junior Warden. 
Sir Jacos B. HaDLEY........... abiacle fdas ensue ce Treasurer. 
Sir H. WILDER EMERSON...........00cceceeees Recorder. / 
Sir JEREMIAH H. BENNETT..............000008 Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Josaua B. WINSLOW ...........02..0eeeeee Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Wiurram T. SoOuLB............. 2.00. cece eee Warder. 
Sir Horace G. HOWLAND ........... 0000 eee 
Sir Bengammn L. JENKINS ..................- {captain of the Guard. 
Sir Henry G. PomRoy...............0.00005 
Sir Winnram A. SEARELL ........ 0... ce cence Armorer. 
Sir Epwarp BopDEN, JR.......... ....eeeeeeees Musical Director. 
Sir EDWARD BODEN, JR ...........-0.2 2 eee eee Organist. 
Sir Wrutiam A. SEARELL ........ 0.0... cee ees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Thursday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers, 178. 
PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Joun B. Bayures, New Bedford, 1864-67. 
Sir A. H, W. Carrenter, New Bedford, 1868-70. 
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BETHANY COMMANDERY, LAWRENCE, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 28, 1864. 


Annual Election, Last Tuesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir CALEB SAUNDERS.........0.-scesceceececes Commander. 
Sir JOHN HAIGH ....... 0... cece cen e eee eneee Generalissimo. 
Sir G. M. STODDARD ............... 00 eee eee ee Captain-General. 
Sir D. FRANK ROBINSON .......... 0000s ceeceees Prelate. 
Sir H. H. CuRRIER.............. cece eee eenes Senior Warden. 
Sir THomas LEYLAND ............cccceceeceees Junior Warden. 
Sir Rurus RED ............. 0c eee cee eee eee Treasurer. 
Sir P. B. ROBINSON .......00.. ccc cece cece ecaes Recorder. 
Sir WILLIAM SMITH...... 00... cece ec ee ee eeeee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Gzorak W. CHAMBERS..................:- Standard -Bearer. 
Sir GzorGE F. TALBOT .............. 0. eee eee Warder. 
Sir CHASE PHILBRICK ..........0..ceceeecces 
Sir MELVIN BEAL...........00.. 2c eee eeeeeee | captain of the Guard. 
Sir Lous WEM............ 0. cece cece eee ees 
Sir E. FRANK PAGE .......... cece cece cece cane Musical Director. 
Sir G. W. WATERHOUSE............ cc ccceeuees Sentinel 


Regular Assemblies, Last Tuesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 128. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir PARDON ARMINGTON, Lawrence, Mass. , 1864-65. 
Sir Wiituiam H. Jaquirs, Lawrence, 1 
Sir D. Frank Rosrnson. 
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WINSLOW LEWIS COMMANDERY, SALEM, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 6, 1864. 


Annual Election, Third Thursday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir GEORGE H. PEIRSON..........0scceceeececes Commander. 
Sir Dana Z. Sm1TH......... siecle reared assio gence Generalissimo. 
Sir JOHN SHAW, 2d.... 2... ccc cee eee eee ee eee Captain-General. 
Sir JoHn B. Amu... 2.2... cc ccc cee cnet cece eens Prelate. 
Sir LEVI PRESTON. ........ ccc cece cence eeeees Senior Warden. 
Sir EDWARD L. GIDDINGS........... 0.00 eccceees Junior Warden. 
Sir JAMES KIMBALL. .......... 0c cee e cece eens Treasurer. 
Sir Ignagn 8. LEE... 2... cece ee ee cece eee eee Recorder. 
Sir HENRY A. BROWN............00eceeecceeces Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JOHN MEACOM....... 0... cece ences ence eenece Standard-Bearer. 
Sir TRisTRAM T. SAVORY..............002000e Warder 
Sir SAMUEL T. PLUMMER.......... 2. cece neces 
Sir IRVING STONE. ...... 0.0... c eee eee ee eeees {captain of the Guard. 
Sir HERBERT T. CONANT...........0002c00ee- 
Sir WiLLiAM L. BATCHELDER.............0 20008 Armorer. 
Sir JACOB YOUNG. .......... cc csc ere were ceeees Organist, 
Sir Wititiam L. BATCHELDER.............000e5 Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Thursday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers 148. 


PAST COMMANDERS, 
Sir WiLL1am Sutton, Peabody, Mass., 1865. 
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JERUSALEM COMMANDERY, FITCHBURG, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 6, 1865. 


Annual Election, Third Thursday of September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir SULLIVAN W. HUNTLEY...........0cc ce eeees Commander. 
Sir ALBERT L. FESSENDEN.............2.000000- Generalissimo. 
Sir Joun W. KIMBALL... 2.2.0.2... 00 cece eens Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. Henny L. JONES........ 0.0.00 eee ee eee Prelate. 
Sir GkorGE V. BARRATT...........0ce cee enone Senior Warden. 
Sir ALFRED M. ADAMS.............02 00 cc ee nenee Junior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES J. BILLINGS.......... 00sec eee ees Treasurer. 
Sir CHARLES A. MORGAN........... 2 cece cece eee Recorder. 
Sir GEORGE WHEELOCK..............0ee ee eeeee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir FRaNcI8 SHELDON......... 00. cc cece ee eeeee Standard-Bearer. 
Sir ALFRED A. MARSHALL...........-200 2000s Warder. 
Sir Jonas A. MARSHALL. ........00eecceeeeees 
Sir JoHN Q. PEABODY............. 02 -e cece ees t Gastaina of the Guard. 
Sir J. F. D. GARFIELD... ...... 0.00 cee c eee eens ) 
Sir JosepH PIERCE..........00.0 cece eee ee eenee Armorer. 
Sir EDWARD J. CROSSMAN.......... cee cece ences Musical Director. 
Sir EDWARD J. CROSSMAN.. 2.6.2... se ee eee sees Organist. 
Sir Josepm PIERCE... ......... 0.0. eee eee ee eee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Thursday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 130. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Epmunp Dana Bancrort, Groton Junction, 1865-86. 
Sir Joun Burney, Fitchburg, 1867-68. 
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HUGH DE PAYENS COMMANDERY, MELROSE, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 27, 1865. 


Annual Election, Second Wednesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 7 
Sir THoMas WINSHIP............ 00.0 ceceeee cece Commander. 
Sir J.D. PARKER i .6.65 ssc ssi sitin dete vekewes .. Generalissimo. 
Sir GEORGE F. CLAPP..... 2.0.0... cece cece eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. J. F. POWERS........... 0000 cece ee eeees Prelate 
Sir HENRY C. CUTTER.......... 20. c cece ecu eees Senior” Warden. 
Sir M. P. SWEETSER........... cece ecece er eeces Junior Warden. 
Sir MOORS PATER..........-0ccccsesceccsceeace Treasurer. 
Sir P. D. WALBRIDGE.......... 00.0 c cee cece nes Recorder. 
Sir WruutaM A. CARLTON.......... 20 c0c eee eeeee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir GEORGE WYCKOFF......... 0.0000 eee ceee ees Standard-Bearer. 
Bir BE. W. GLOVER. 2.2.2.2... cece een c eco eecees Warder. 
Sir CoHarLies A. WHITTEMORE..............-. 
Sir CHARLES H. NICHOLS...............: elise Captains of the Guard. 
Sir H. H. D. CusHIng....... 0... cc cee cece 
Sir H. E. RoBINSON........... 0.0 c cece eens ences Armorer. 
Sir DANTEL RUSSELL... 2... 0.02 e ec ee eee Musical Director. 
Sir Dante, RUSSELL... 2.2.2.0... eee eee eee Organist. 
Sir H. L. PUTNAM. ........ cc cece cece ce eenecene Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 222. 


PA8T COMMANDERS. 


Sir Lorine L. FuLier, Malden, Mass., 1865-66. 
Sir FREDERICK J. Foss, ae ‘« 1867-68. 
Sir Joun B. Norton, Charlestown, 1869-71. 
Sir Tuomas W«nsHIP. 
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SAINT OMER COMMANDERY, SOUTH BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 27, 1865. 


Annual Election, First Monday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir CHARLES H. WRITE..............- 0000 ec0ees Commander. 
Sir BENJAMIN POPE..........2020 ese eeeeeeeeee Generalissimo. 
Sir JosepH WINSOR...... Wetcaieald aie Cawasedes ....Captain-General. 
Sir Epwarp H. BRAINARD...........000ceeeeeee Prelate. 
Sir GEORGE H. JOHNSTON...........- 0c ee ee ees Senior Warden. 
Sir GEorGE W. KINGMAN...........00-00 eee eeee Junior Warden. 
Sir WALTER E. HAWES...........0 cece es ceeeees Treasurer 
Sir Francis C. HERSEY.......... 00 ccs cece eeeeee Recorder. 
Sir WruLiaAM B. WILBER..............22 eee ee ee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JoHn F. KENNARD.......... cece eee eer eees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir CHARLES W. MCLELLAN...........0.-0 00008 Warder. 
Sir EvisHa F. JAMES.......... cece eee ee eeees 
Sir MANNING C. DAVY....... 00. ccc cece ee eens {captain of the Guard. 
Sir Francis W. GOODWIN...........0002eeees 
Sir Wrutiam D. RocKWOOD............00000s0e- Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 81. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir BENJAMIN Dean, Boston, Mass., 1865-66 

Sir Duncan McB. THAXTER, M.D. Boston, Mass., 1867-68. 
Sir N. A. APOLLONIO, Boston, Mass., 1869. 

Sir CHARLEs H. WHIre. 
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BERKSHIRE COMMANDERY, PITTSFIELD, MASS. 
CuHarTER, December 22, 1865. 


Annual Election, Second Monday in October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir HezeKIAH S. RUSSELL...........00. ee ee eee Commander. 
Sir SAMUEL H. ALMY ............ 2c cece e cence Generalissimo. 
Sir Truman E. Coue.............02..0.6. ;----Captain-General. 
Sir Jonn ©. PARKER............. 000 c cee eeeees Prelate. 

Sir D. CLINTON MUNYAN .........-.. 0c cee eeeee Senior Warden. 
Sir GEORGE C. DUNHAM.............. 20000 eee Junior Warden. 
Sir WimuiraM D. AXTELL ........... 000 cece Treasurer. 

Sir CLARK F. HAub..........0. cece e eee e eee Recorder. 

Sir Lesppeus C. SCOTT ...........0. cee eee eee Sword-Bearer. 
Sir CHARLES S. OSBORN ....... 2... - eee ee sees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Irvine D. FERRY...........-...-0-0 2 eee Warder. 

Sir Davip A. CLARY ............ cece eee eee 

Sir Freperick 8. PARKER .................. | capisin of the Guard. 
Sir HENRY CHICKERING ............-.000000: 

Sir Jonn C. PARKER............... Saiarseaaverete%ece Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Monday of each month ; number of mem- 
bers, 61. 5 
PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Lorenzo H. GAMWELL, Pittsfield, Mass., 1866-67. 
Sir Henny ,Cuickenrine, Pittsfield, Mass., 1868-70. 
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WOONSOCKET COMMANDERY, WOONSOCKET, R. I. 
CHARTER, May 8, 1867. 


Annual Election in October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir Moses P. ROBERTS ......... eee cece cece eee Commander. 
Sir L. C. TOURTELLOT ..........000- eee eens Generalissimo. 
Sir EpwWIN ALDRICH.........0eeee cere eee eters Captain-General. 
Sir WALTER E. PARKER.........---0+eeeeeeees Prelate. 
Sir CHARLES W. TALCOTT ........0.0: 000s eeeee Senior Warden. 
Sir Josuua E. BLoop ........-... 0. eee eeeeee Junior Warden. 
Sir ALLEN THAYER ....... 0.02. eee cece eee Treasurer. 
Sir R. O. COOKE... . ci. ccc ee eee renee Recorder. 
Sir CHARLES NOURBE.........0-ccecee cere ences Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Wiuiram E. C. HoLBRook ..............-- Standard-Bearer. 
Sir James F. SMITH.......... 2. e cece eee eee eee Warder. 
Sir J. &. BLAISDELL. .........0. 22 eee ee eee ee 
Sir H. M. GROUT ...... 0... ccc eee eee eee ee | Capitaine of the Guard. 
Sir Winuiam F. HaywarD .......-...+-0-09- ) 
Sir ANGELO HOWLAND ......... Wie 2 oi lees s Organist. 
Sir JoHN HACKETT............. 2c cece eee e cence Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 89. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Emerson Gopparp, Woonsocket, R. I., 1867. 
Sir Ira W. ARNOLD, Woonsocket, R. I. 1868. 

Sir Starrorp W. Razer, Woonsocket, R. I., 1869. 
Sir F. G. Jmuison, 
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CONNECTICUT VALLEY COMMANDERY, GREENFIELD, MASS. 
CHARTER, October 30, 1867. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday of November. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir Wrutiam 8. SEVERANCE......... 0.002 eeees Commander. 
Sir CHaRLes E. SEVERANCE ....... ...e.ceeeees Generalissimo. 
Sir Hiram O. SMITH... 2.0... cece ee ee ee ee ee eee Captain-General. 
Sir Marvin S. FELLOWS .... 1... cece eee eens Prelate. 
Sir GEoRGE PIERCE, Jr... . 2... ee ee ee eee ees Senior Warden. - 
Sir JoHN A. CLARK 2.0... ccc ccc cence enc encens Junior Warden. 
Sir GEORGE A. ALLEN............0.0 cece eee eee Treasurer. 
Sir CHARLES P. FORBES............... 200000005 Recorder. 
Sir THomas N. AUSTIN........00 00 c eee e eee Sword-Bearcr. 
Sir FRANK FARNSWORTH .............0000cecee: Standard-Bearer. 
Sir GEORGE WILBY ....... cc cece cece een ceeeee Warder. 
Sir CHARLES THOMPSON...........--00ceceee: 
Sir Epwarp N. BABBETT..............0.0000- {captain of the Guard. 
Sir George A. ANDREWB...........-.00ce0eee 
Sir BR. 8. PRICHARD ......... 0c cece cece cee c ences Armorer. 
Sir WENDELL T. DAVIS... 2.2... cee eee eee Musical Director. 
Sir WENDELL T. DAVIS .......... 0... cece eee eee Organist. 
Sir R. 8. PrRicHARD................... fit oe cee Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month; number of nem- 
bers, 87. 


PAST ,,COMMANDERS. 


Sir WENDELL T. Davis, Greenfield, Mass., 1867-68. 
Sir Rev. PETER Vooruees Fincu, Greenfield, Mass-, 1869-70. 


a1 
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GODFREY DE BOUILLON COMMANDERY, FALL RIVER, MASS. 
CnarTeER, October 30, 1868. 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir SrepHEN W. BuTLER.................00000% Commander. 
Sir Jonn B. WHITAKER .......- .2eeeeeeeeceees Generalissimo. 
Sir GEORGE HOAR .......... cee cece cece eeens Captain-General. 
Sir Gzor@e A, BALLARD ............ 02 cece eeeee Senior Warden. 
Sir Jomn P. HENRY........... ccc cece cece eecees Junior Warden. 
Sir JAMES DAVIB...... 2.0 cece cece cece een eecete Treasurer. 
Sir GEORGE POLLARD...........ce es eeceenesess Recorder. 
Sir ALFRED H. HARTLEY............ 00 cecceceas Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Wreuiam M. ALMY........... 0. ccc eee cence Standard-Bearer. 
Sir WILLIAM DAVENPORT ............0 0000 ceuee Warder 
Sir THOMAS VICKERY ......... 0.20 ce ee ce eae 
Sir FREDERICK K. HILe.............. cece | captain of the Guard. 
Sir Srpas WILLIAMB......... cece cece ee eee eens 
Sir WILLIAM PRESTON ........0.ccceeceeceenees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month; number of 
members, 87. ' 


PAST COMMANDERS, 


Sir Ropert Henry, Fall River, 1868. 
Sir Ropert C, Brown, Fall River, 


168 


JOSEPH WARREN COMMANDERY, BOSTON HIGHLANDS, MB. 
CuaRTER, January 1, 1869. 


Annual Election in October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir SAMUEL LITTLE ...... 0... cece cece cence Commander. 
Sir GEORGE MOULTON.............-0 cece eeeeees Generalissimo. 
Sir JoHN F. NEWTON........... 0 cece cece eee wees Captain-General 
Sir JostaH A STEARNS,........ 0. cc ce cece cveeee Prelate 
Sir CHARLES HARRIS... ........ 0c ceceee ceeeeee Senior Warden 
Sir EBENEZER ADAMS.........0.c. cece cece cece Junior Warden 
Sir Francis J. WARD.......... 0c cece cece ee ees Treasurer. 
Sir ASA WYMAN, JT... 1... cee cee cece cece ences Recorder. 
Sir GEORGE EMERSON.........0...c0cceecceeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir JUDSON BALDWIN...........0 cece cceeec cence Standard-Bearer 
Sir’ D. “W.JONESS 23sec oes de aees eed Warder. 
Sir WILLIAM A. GARBET...............cc0eee 
Sir R. P. GODDARD........ cee cece ce cece eens Captains of the Guard 
Sir JOHN CARR... 2... ccc cece cece eee eeees 
Sir BE. G. SCOTT. 2.0... ccc cc cee cece eee Armorer. 
Sir Wri.iaM H. GERRISH.... 22.6... eee ee Musical Director. 
Sir WriiaM H. GERRIGH..............--0.-5--. Organist. 
Sir EG: SCOTT 505550 ieee a aad oie aee adie teen Sentinel 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 84. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir James C. Tucker, Boston, 1869-70. 
Sir Samus. LITT1e, Boston. 
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NARRAGANSETT COMMANDERY, WESTERLY, R. I. 
CHARTER, June, 1869. 


Annual Election, Second Monday of January. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir GrorGE G. STILLMAN.......... 02 cee cece eee Commander. 
Sir J. ALONZO BABCOCK............0c0ceeeeeeees Generalissimo. 
Sir A. Ny GEWI8. so j0c0eieiceevaeni shee teen Captain-General. 
Sir THoomas H. PEABODY............ ccc eee eeeee Prelate. 
Sir JosEPH DEWS......... 0c cece cece cnc eeeeeecs Senior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES O. PROSSER.......... 00.000 e eens Junior Warden. 
Sir ALVA A. CRANDALL. .. 1.0... 0... cece ee eeeee Treasurer. 
Sir SAMUEL H. CRO8S........... 0. cece ences Recorder. 
Sir E. H. KNOWLES. ........ 00... cee ence eens Sword-Bearer. 
Sir H. BRIGHTMAN........... cece cue eee ecceees Standard Bearer. 
Sir .H. B: GAvVtIrt’ <3. cee doen e cee eh eel west Warder 
Sir GEORGE C. STILLMAN.......... 020. ee eeeee 
Sir Toomas M. PLACE............:2 cece eee ee Captains of the Guard. 
Sir WILLIAM H. CHAPMAN...........0002 0000: j 
Sir: JAMES: POTTER ® e-io.s.re dee 8s sie ei ge Ween ewe Armorer. 
Sir JAMES STILLMAN.. 2.0... cee eee ec ee eee eee Organist. 
Sir JAMES POTTER..........06 .ccuccececcucece Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second and Fourth Monday of each month; num- 
ber of members, 31. 


PAST COMMANDER. 
Sir James M. PENDLETON, Westerly, R. I., 1869-70. 
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WILLIAM PARKMAN COMMANDERY, EAST BOSTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 12, 1870. 


Annual Election, Second Thursday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir ALBERT B. BARRETT .......... 0. cece eeeees Commander. 
Sir WILLIAM J. ELLIS. .......... 0c cee cee ceeeees Generalissimo. 
Sir James B. WEBSTER............ 0: cc eueeeeees Captain-General. 
Sir BENJAMIN H. STINSON ............0 0002 econ Prelate. 
Sir BENJAMIN ALBEE ............ seve ey oeneeeae Senior Warden. 
Sir Wrutiam WATERS, Jr... i. eee eee Junior Warden. 
Sir HEZEKIAH MAYO............0 cs cece eee eeeees Treasurer. 
Sir Epwanp H. MoRse................000000s . Recorder. 
Sir Geor@gE F. Hospa............ cece eee eeees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir THomas SHAW ........ ccc cececceccecceceens Standard-Bearer. 
Sir J. Hiram STARR PEARSON ........... 002000: Warder. 
Sir CHARLES H. PEPPER...........0000ceeeees 
Sir Wimi1aM A. HOLMES..............ee eee | captain of the Guard. 
Sir WriuiaM H. HIGBRE ............ 0c. e ee nee 
Sir SAMUEL W. GLBASON............... cece eens Armorer. 
Sir WILLIAM DUTEMPLE ........ 0.0. cc cece cence Musical Director. 
Sir WiLLiaM DUTEMPLE ............-. 00sec eee Organist. 
Sir SAMUEL W. GLEABON..............2- “auieiaiers Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Thursday of each month ; number of 
members, 75. 


PAST COMMANDER. 
Sir Seta C. Ames, M. D., East Boston, Mass., 1870-71. 
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" BRISTOL COMMANDERY, MANSFIELD, MASS. 
CHARTER, May 28, 1870. 


Annual Election in December. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir CHARLES BE. SMITH...........ccceecesccececs Commander, 
Sir DANIEL B. WHITTIER..........0. ccc ceeneee Generalissimo. 
Sir Danteu H. SMITH ...... 22... cee eee eee eee Captain-General. 
Sir WiuuiaM N. HAMBLET............0.0. 00 cece Prelate 
Sir ALLEN F. BELCHER ...........0-00ceeeceees Senior Warden. 
Sir Jounw L. KENDALL. .......... ccc ccceeeececes Junior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM GRAVES ........... 2. e ccc eee ences Treasurer. 
Sir ELIPHALET SMITH...........0.ccecccecceees Recorder. 
Sir Henry F. DAY... 0... cece cece nee Sword-Bearer. 

- Sir GEORGE W. SARGENT...........ccccceceeers Standard-Bearer. 
Bir WILLiAM H. THOMAS.............000ceecees Warder. 
Sir FranK 8. FAIRBANKS..........cccececcees 
Sir James F. LEONARD ...........-.cccee cence | captain of the Guard. 
Sir ALBERT 8S. SMITH ..............20cceecees 
Sir CHARLES A. BLAKE..........cccceceeae cease Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Friday on or before full moon; number of mem- 
bers, 84. 
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NORTHAMPTON COMMANDERY, NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 2, 1870. 


Annual Election, Second Monday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir DAVID W. CRAPTS........0. cc cece eres cree Commander. 
Sir CHARLES 8. PRATT........... ccceececsenes Generalissimo. 
Sir GrorcE S. PHELPS.......... 000. cece ee ee eens Captain-General. 
Sir STEPHEN B. FULLER...........000e ces eee 1.. Prelate. 
Sir JosepH C. WILLIAMS..........00000eceeeees Senior Warden. 
Sir AARON C, BARTON. ...........:0c cc ceccecees Junior Warden. 
Sir ANSEL WRIGHT........ 0.0: ce cc ececeeccences Treasurer. 
Sir Epwakp C. CRAFTS. ......... 0c cece seen cence Recorder. 
Sir WimiuiaAM C. POMEROY............0.00 cc ee ees Sword-Bearer. 
Sir SmatH CARR... cc cc cece eee teens Standard-Bearer 
Sir Torotoy P. LYMAN.......-. 0 ccc c cece cece Warder. 
Sir Ina H. STEVENS. ........-.0 cece ceeeceess q 
Sir CHARLES H. TAYNTON........... 0000 eeeee Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Ropert R. MAYERS...............-..0000 j 
Sir Jonn A. PRENTISS...........0. 2.0000 cee neces Armorer. 
Sir CHRISTOPHER CLARKE..............0cccece Musical Director. 
Sir JoHN A. PRENTISS...........0. cece ceccce ens Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 47. 


PAST COMMANDER. 
Sir Davip W. Crarrs, Northampton, Mass., 1870-71-72. 
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SOUTH SHORE COMMANDERY, WEYMOUTH, MASS, 


CHARTER, June 9, 1870. 
Annual Election in September. 
OFFICERS. 

Sir Z. L. BICKNELL. 2.0.0.0 c cee cee cece nee eens Commander. 
Sir GEORGE W. FAY............ ccc ec cence eaeee Generalissimo. 
Sir E. WaTERS BURR...........- 0.00 cece eee eees Captain-General. 
Sir WILLIAM HUMPHREY......-.......00eeeeeee Prelate 
Sir ANDREW J. GAREY... ......... 00sec cece eee Senior Warden. 
Sir Tomas H. HUMPHREY ..............00.005: Junior Warden. 
Sir Prescotr LOTHROP............0.200.eeeeeee Treasurer. 
Sir CHARLES H. PRATT.......... 0.00 e cee eecceees Recorder. 
Sir ALANSON A. HOLBROOK.............00e0008: Sword-Bearer. 
Sir ALVAH RAYMOND, J?........-.. 0c ee eee ees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir RicHarp V. MEeRcHANT...... S pieve-e: wierbdSablocseaay Warder. 
Sir CHARLES SIMMONS........... ccc sceeeeees 
Sir SrepHen M.S. PrRatr.................665 {capi of the Guard. 
Sir CHARLES H. NEWTON........:cceeucecees 
Sir ANDREW J. RANDALL..........-.0000-eeeees Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Monday on or before the full moon; number of 
members, 62. 
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TRINITY COMMANDERY, HUDSON, MASS. 
No Returns. 


NATICK COMMANDERY, NATICK, MASS. 
CHarTeR, April 12, 1871. 


Annual Election First Monday of September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir James Henry PARKER..................2-5- Commander. 
Sir WILLIAM HILLMAN WRIGHT...............2. Generalissimo. 
Sir CHARLES AARON DAVIB............0..0 0c eee Captain-General. 
Sir GEORGE JAMES TOWNSEND............000005 Prelate. 
Sir SamvEL OLNEY DANIELS...........0.0000 005 Senior Warden. 
Sir EpwIn WALTER COZZENB..........00000000: Junior Warden. 
Sir Lon—mn RERILO EDGERTON.............00005. Treasurer. 
Sir SumNER Horton PARKER..............00085 Recorder. 
Sir CLauprus BucHANAN TRAVIS......... eagenes Sword-Bearer. 
Sir GEORGE BEARD........ 200 -ccccecccceccaccar Standard-Bearer. 
Sir WILLIAM TAYLOR..........0 cece cece eee eceee Warder. 
Sir WALTER NEAL MASON...........0.c0ceees 
Sir JoHN WESLEY CARTER...........00.2-0055 | captains of the Quard. 
Sir ELBRIDGE FAIRBANKS PERRY.............. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 14. 
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CUR DE LION COMMANDERY, CHARLESTOWN, MASS. 
DIsPENSATION, October 14, 1871. 


Annual Election, Third Tuesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 
Sir WiruuiaMm H. KENT ............ 0. cece eee es Commander. 
Sir WILLIAM PATTERSON..........cccceeeeceees Generalissimo. 
Sir Jonn B. WILSON.......... cc cece eee ce eee Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. WoutiaM T. STOWE.................00- Prelate. 
Sir Howarp F. Rome............. aaa ANS Hes Senior Warden. 
Sir CALEB RAND........... ccc cece e ee eeeenees Junior Warden. 
Sir AMOS STONE ...... 0-0. cece ee cr ee cceeceanens Treasurer. 
Sir SAMUEL E. CHANDLER.........2.eececeeeces Recorder. 
Sir WILLIAM C. MUBRAY..........0 000 cece econ Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Dane C. STILLSON.................6-..-.... Standard-Bearer. 
Sir AARON SARGENT........... 0.0 c eee cece cece Warder. 
Sir GEoRGE H. ALLEN ........ 0.0 ccc cece eens 
Sir James W. POOR..........--. 20 eee eee eres {captain of the Guard. 
Sir JoHN BARTLETT......... 0020 cece eee eeees 
Sir IsRARL F. CRAPTS ... 2... cee cece eee eens Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Tuesday of each month; number of mem- 
bers, 43. ; 


PAST COMMANDER. 
Sir Grorce H. MARDEN, 
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GETHSEMANE COMMANDERY, NEWTONVILLE, MASS. 
DISPENSATION, May 20, 1872. 


Annual Election in September. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir LYMAN WINBHIP.............0 0c cece cee ccees Commander. 

Sir Ropert L. DAVIB......-......0 ee cece eee Generalissimo. 
Sir ADIN B. UNDERWOOD. ............. 002 e eee Captain-General. 
Sir James M. GREENWOOD.............. 0000000: Prelate 

Sir Epwiw R. FROST......... 0.0. ccc cence eens Senior Warden. 
Sir CHARLES W. CUSHING...7........ 0.00 cee eens Junior Warden. 
Sir Davip 8S. SIMPBON....... 0.0.0. cece ee ee cece Treasurer. 

Sir RoBERT G. MOLINEAUX.......... 00.0 cee eee Recorder. 

Sir James A. MAYNARD... 2... 0.02 cece cee eee ees Sword-Bearer. 
Bir GEORGE N. NOYES. ..........0.cccceuceccees Standard-Bearer. 
Sir SAMUEL A. WALKER..........- ccc ceeeceees Warder. 

Sir James M. GREENWOOD..............00.0000- Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Monday before full of the moon; number of mem- 
bers, 34. 


172 


RECAPITULATIONS. 


The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island is 
composed of 


Grand Officers (Sentinel excluded. ..............scececeneeeeene 16 
Past Grand Officers (permanent members, excluding present Grand 
OMICENS) Feo sisss adeeb sine ieee eats Eee ee ONE eee obey aae Nae 47 


Past Commanders of Subordinate Commanderies (permanent mem- 

bers not included in enumeration of past or present Grand Offi- 

cers, or present Commanders. .............ccc ec eee teen eeeeee 119 
Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captains-General of 34 Subor- 


dinate Commanderies. ............. 0c cece cece cece cece eeees 102 


: TOta isis ee os ab ear Sete bina eivagioe See Re eee eks 284 


MAINE ENCAMPMENT, PORTLAND, MAINE. 
CHarTER, March 17, 1821. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 
(While under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of Massachu- 


setts and Rhode Island.) 
Sir Rev. Sotomon Si.as. Sir Josrpo M. GErRRIsuH. 
Sir Tuomas 8. Bow zs. Sir SamMvEL FrssENDEN. 


Maine Encampment ceased to be under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, October 10, 1849. In 
18654, it was removed from Portland to Gardiner, where it is now located. 


++ 4+ 


VILLAGE ENCAMPMENT, GREENWICH, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 16, 1825. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Ezmxre. L. Bascoms, 1825. Sir Jonn WaRNER, 1827. 
Sir Rev. Lucrus R. Paras, D. D., 1826. Sir Rev. Josoua Fraga, 1828. 


The Charter of this Encampment was declared forfeited by a vote of 
the Grand Encampment, at a Special Assembly held February 28, 1838. 


Af oustitution, 


= a 
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fnstitutin of the frond fornmandery 


KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT ORDERS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


ARTICLE IL—GRAND COMMANDERY. 


STYLE AND TITLE. 


Section 1.—The style and title of this Body is “ The 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Append- 
ant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.” 


JURISDICTION. 


Sect. 2.—Its_ jurisdiction extends over the territorial 
limits of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


POWERS. 


Sect. 3.—In it alone is vested the right and duty, which 
it cannot delegate, to superintend and govern all Command- 
eries of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
within this jurisdiction. 
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It has exclusive power to grant Dispensations and War- 
rants for forming and opening Commanderies of the above 
Orders, and to extend or revoke the same. 


It enacts statutes and issues edicts, and amends and 
repeals the same. 


It censures, suspends, and erases Councils and Com- 
manderies, and holds any of their members amenable for 
any violation or neglect of its statutes and edicts. 


It has supreme authority, throughout this jurisdiction, in 
all matters pertaining to Templar Masonry, subject only to 
_ the ancient landmarks of the Order, and the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States. 


MEMBERS. 


Sect. 4.—It shall consist of a Grand Commander, Dep- 
uty Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Cap- 
tain-General, Grand-Prelate, Senior Grand Warden, Junior 
Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand 
Sword-Bearer, Grand Standard-Bearer, Grand Warder, 
Grand Captain of the Guards, Grand Sentinel,—ez-offciis ; 
of all Past Grand Commanders, and Grand Masters, Past 
Deputy Grand Commanders, and Deputy Grand Masters, 
Past Grand Generalissimos, and Past Grand Captains-Gene- 
ral of this Body; of the Commanders, Generalissimos, and 
Captains-General, for the time being, of all subordinate 
Commanderies under this jurisdiction ; and of all past Com- 
manders of such subordinates, so long as they are members 
of Commanderies under this jurisdiction, in good standing. 


The above-named Present and Past Officers (the Grand 
Sentinel excepted), and Representatives and Past Com- 
manders of subordivate Commanderies, are the only voters 
in this Grand Commandery. 
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A permanent member has but one vote in his own right 
as such, and but two in any case. 


ATTENDANCE AND PROXIES. 


Sect. 5.—Each of the officers named in the preceding 
section, save and except Past Commanders and the Grand 
Sentinel, being unable to attend the Assemblies in person, 
shall have the power to appoint a proxy, who shall be enti- 
tled to all the rights and privileges of his constituent, 
except that of taking his rank in Grand Commandery, 


Such proxy must, at the time of his service, be a mem- 
ber of the same subordinate Commandery as his principal, 
and a Templar of not less than three years’ standing, and 
taust present a properly authenticated certificate of his 
appointment. 


OFFICERS, ELECTION, AND TITLES. 


Sect. 6.—The first nine officers shall be chosen by 
written ballot; the others, by appointment of the Grand 
Commander. , 


No Knight is eligible to any office in this Grand Com- 
mandery, unless he be a member of some subordinate 
Commandery, and a Templar of not less than three years’ 
standing. 


The officers thus chosen shall serve until their successors 
have been installed. The title of the Grand Commander 
is “Ricat Eminent;” that of Deputy Grand Commander, 
“ Very Eminent;” of the other Grand Officers, “ EmINnent.” 


ASSEMBLIES. 


Secr. 7.—This Grand Commandery shall assemble in 
October and May of each year, at such time and place as 
the presiding officer shall appoint,—in October, for the 
election of officers and the transaction of the annual busi- 
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ness; and in May, for the exemplification of the work and 
ritual, the transaction of such special business as shall be 
presented, and the consideration of such matters as per- 
tain to the general good of the order. 


Special Assemblies may be held at the pleasure of the 
presiding officer ; but no business shall be transacted at a 
Special Meeting save that which was specified in the orig- 
nal notice. 


PREROGATIVES AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


Sect. 8.—The Grand Commander shall have a watchful 
supervision over all the subordinate Commanderies, and 
see that all the constitutional enactments, rules, and edicts, 
of the Grand Encampment of the United States, and of this 
Grand Commandery, are duly and promptly obeyed. 


The Grand Commander and Deputy Grand Commander, 
at their pleasure, visit and preside in any subordinate Com- 
mandery, and give such instruction and direction in the 
work and ritual as the good of the Order may require ; 
always conforming to the ancient landmarks and this 
Grand Constitution. The Deputy Grand Commander, in 
the event of the death, removal or physical incompetency 
of his superior, shall act as the Grand Commander. 


It is the duty of the Grand Commander, in person or by 
one of his Council, to visit and examine every subordinate 
Commandery under Dispensation once in three months, and 
every chartered Commandery annually, and cause a report 
of the same to be made at the Annual Assembly of this 
Grand Commandery: provided, however, that when in 
the judgment of the Grand Commander the interests of the 
institution will be promoted thereby, he may designate 
one of the Grand Lecturers to make such visit and report 
to him. 


lm Ps eB 


CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY. 181 


It is the duty of the Grand Treasurer to report to the 
Grand Commander or presiding officer, whenever and as 
often as there shall be a surplus of one hundred dollars in 
the treasury, not subject to any appropriation already 
made; and to invest the same by and with the advice of 
the first two officers. 


It is the duty of the Grand Recorder, annually, to com- 
municate to the Grand Recorders of all State Grand Com- 
manderies, and to the Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States of America, a list of all 
the Grand Officers of this Grand Commandery, and all such 
other matters as the Right Eminent Grand Commander 
shall deem to be for the general good of the Order, or use- 
ful for their information. 


The other duties of the above officers, and the duties of 
the other officers, are such as are traditionally appropriate 
to their offices, and such as may. be required of them by 
this Grand Commandery and the Grand Commander. 


NEW COMMANDERIES. 


Sect. 9.—Dispensations for forming and opening new 
Commanderies, upon the petition of not less than nine 
Knights Templars residing within the jurisdiction, may be 
issued by the Grand Commander during the recess of the 
Grand Commandery only—Dispensations so issued to be 
of force only until the succeeding stated Assembly of this 
Body, unless continued by vote thereof; provided, however, 
that no Dispensation shall be issued without the consent 
of the Commandery nearest to the place where the new 
one is to be located ; and, if in that town or city there is 
more than one, the consent of all shall be obtained. 


Charters shall be granted by vote of the Grand Com- 
mandery alone, and at a Stated Assembly. 
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A Commandery formed within this jurisdiction, without 
a Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be 
deemed illegal; and all communication between Command- 
eries under this jurisdiction, and the members of such ille- 
gal ones, is hereby strictly forbidden. 


FEES FOR DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 


Sect. 10.—The fees for a dispensation are forty dollars 
to the Grand Commandery, and three dollars to the Grand 
Recorder ; and, for a Charter, sixty dollars to the Grand 
Commandery, and seven dollars to the Grand Recorder ; 
and, fora Charter without a previous Dispensation, one 
hundred dollars to the Grand Commandery, and ten dollars 
to the Grand Recorder. In no case shall a Dispensation 
or Charter be issued, until the required fees shall have 
been paid to the Grand Treasurer. 


GRAND FUND. 


Sect. 11.—One tenth of the unincumbered funds of this 
Body, at its Annual Assembly in October, 1859, and one 
tenth of its present and future income, shall be set apart, 
and shall form a “Grand Fund ;” the interest only of which 
shall be expended, for charitable and other purposes, at 
the discretion of this Grand Body: provided, however, that 
no portion of the interest shall be expended for any pur- 
pose whatever, until the principal shall amount to five 
thousand dollars. The unexpended income of the fund, 
and all donations to the same, shall be annually added to 
the principal. Until this fund shall amount to five thou- 
sand dollars, it shall not be in knightly faith to diminish 
the rate of increase as provided above. 


The Grand Commander, Grand Treasurer, and Grand 
Recorder, shall be a Committee, to be styled “ The Grand 
Fund Committee,” whose duty it shall be to attend to the 
safe and profitable investment of this fund. They shall 
also make a detailed report, in writing, of its condition at 
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each and every Annual Assembly in October. A failure so 
to do shall render them ineligible to re-election for the 
ensuing year. 


ARTICLE II—SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES. 


MEMBERS. 


Section 1.—Every subordinate Commandery shall con- 
sist of a Commander, Generalissimo, Captain-General, Pre- 
late, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Recorder, 
Sword-Bearer, »Standard-Bearer, and Warder, and such 
‘other officers and members as may be found convenient. 


ASSEMBLIES. 


Secr. 2.—Every subordinate Commandery shall assemble 
at least quarterly for improvement and business. 


JURISDICTION. 


Sect. 3.—Every subordinate Commandery shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction in receiving applications for, and 
conferring the Orders of Knighthood over, all territory 
lying nearer the usual travelled routes to its place of 
meeting than to that of any other Commandery ; provided, 
that any Commandery may waive this jurisdiction in favor 
of any person desirous to apply to any other Commandery. 


OFFICERS : ELECTION AND DUTIES. 


Sect. 4.—The first eight officers shall be elected by 
written ballot : the others may be appointed by the Com- 
mander at the pleasure of the Commandery. The officers 
thus chosen shall serve until their successors shall have 
been installed. The title of the Commander is ‘ Eminent.” 
The Commander of a subordinate Commandery has it in 
special charge to see that the By-Laws of his Commandery 
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and this Grand Constitution are duly observed ; that accu- 
rate records are kept, and just accounts rendered ; that 
regular returns to this Grand Commandery are made annu- 
ally; and that the annual dues are promptly paid. He 
calls special Assemblies of his Commandery at pleasure ; 
and it is his duty, with his Generalissimo and Captain-Gen- 
eral, to attend all Assemblies of this Grand Commandery. 


The duties of the other officers are such as are tradition- 
ally appropriate, and such as may be assigned them by the 
Commandery or the Commander. 


OBLIGATION. 


Sect. 5.—The officers of every subordinate Commandery ~ 
before installation, and every candidate upon admission, ° 
shall take the following obligation, viz: “I , do 
promise and vow that I will support and maintain the Con- 
stitution of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, and the Constitution of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States of America.” 


ANNUAL RETURNS. 


Sect. 6.—Every subordinate Commandery, shall make a 
return to the Grand Recorder of this Grand Commandery, 
on or before the tenth day of October, annually, of the roll 
of its officers and members, of all candidates for the Orders, 
accepted or rejected; and shall pay to this Grand Com- 
mandery three dollars for every Knight created, and an 
annual fee of three dollars. 


ORDERS, FEES, AND RULE OF SUCCESSION. 


Sect. 7.—No subordinate Commandery shall confer the 
Orders of Knighthood for a less sum than thirty dollars, 
nor on any person who shall not have regularly received 
the several degrees of E.A., F.C., M.M., M.M.M., P.M., M. 
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E.M., and R.A.M.,; and no candidate for the Orders shall 
be balloted for, unless he shall have stood proposed at 
least fourteen days, unless a Dispensation therefor shall be 
obtained from the R. E. Grand Commander. The Orders 
shall be conferred in the following succession, viz:—1. 
Kwicut oF THE Rep Cross; 2. Knicut TeMpLar; 3. KNIGHT 
OF Matta. ~~ Se" 


SOJOURNERS. 

Sect. 8.—It is not regular for a subordinate Command- 
ery to confer the Orders of Knighthood upon any sojourner 
trom any State or place in which there is a Commandery 
regularly established, except by consent of the Command- 
ery having jurisdiction. Any Commandery which violates 
this regulation shall be subject to knightly discipline, and 
be required to pay, on demand, to the Commandery having 
jurisdiction, the amount of fees received. 


Any Commandery may, however, take cognizance of the 
conduct of sojourning Knights. 


QUESTIONS. 

Sect. 9.—In every Assembly of Knights, all questions, 
except of the admission of candidates and members, and of 
matters specially reserved by the By-Laws, shall be de- 
cided by a majority vote,—the presiding officer, if a mem- 
ber, being entitled to one vote, and, in case of a tie, to the 
casting vote. 

COSTUME. 

Sect. 10.—The costume of this Grand Commandery and 
its subordinates is such as is, from time to time, approved 
by this Grand Body. 


OPENING AND CLOSING. 
Sect. 11.— All Councils and Commanderies should be 
opened and closed in due and ancient form; and Command- 


eries with devotion. 
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AMENDMENTS. 


‘Sect. 12.—This Grand Constitution may be altered or 
amended by vote of two-thirds of the members present at 
any Annual Assembly in October. 


At the Annual Assembly held October 25th, 1872, it 
was ordered that the form of petition for the orders here- 
after shall be as follows: 


FORM OF PETITION. 


To the Eminent Commander and members of................-5 Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of.........-.. 


The subscriber, a Companion Roya) Arch Mason, is desirous, if found 
worthy, to be admitted to the Orders of Knighthood in your Command- 


ery. 


Occupatlonss.c oss. 6 5s isos Seiara ciel vais ok sole oe eae wae See eats 
When and in what Lodge made a Master Mason............... 
When and in what Chapter exalted to the Degree of Royal Arch 


Of what Lodge now a member........... 0. cece eee ee eee eeee 

Of what Chapter now a member.............. 2. cece eeee eee eee 

IT have........ before applied for these Orders of Knighthood. 
(SIGNED) 


Ce | 


Pe ee 


RECOMMENDATION. 


De atae bee ai ied arasdestesisaiaw eieiste oe @ member Of... 22... ... ee eee cece eee 
Commandery aforesaid, hereby recommend said Companion............ 
er aoe for admission to the Orders of Knighthood. 

(SIGNED) 


It was further ordered, 


That should it appear that the applicant has before applied for the 
orders in any commandery other than the one to which he now applies, 
it shall not be competent for the commandery to act upon the application 
unless it be accompanied by the written consent of such commandery 
duly attested, if within our jurisdiction; and if without our jurisdiction, 
the consent in writing of the Grand Commander of the State in which 
such commandery shall be situated. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


Grand Lneanpwent Wrights Lomplars 


FOR THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


WITH AMENDMENTS. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


Grand Encampment of Ruights Templars 


‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
1871. 


ARTICLE FIRST. 
Of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 
. Section I.—How Constitvtep. 


(1) The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the 
United States is constituted as follows: 


J. The Grand Master. 
II. The Deputy Grand Master. 
Ill. The Grand Generalissimo. 
IV. The Grand Captain General. 
V. The Grand Prelate. 
VI. The Grand Senior Warden. 
VII. The Grand Junior Warden. 
VIII. The Grand Treasurer. 
IX. The Grand Recorder. 
X. The Grand Standard Bearer. 
XI. The Grand Sword Bearer. 
XII. The Grand Warder. 
XIII. The Grand Captain of the Guard. 
XIV. All Past Grand Masters. 
XV. All Past Deputy Grand Masters. 
XVI. All Past Grand Generalissimos, and 
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XVII. All Past Grand Captains General of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 


[The first nine of whom shall be elected by ballot, and 
the remaining four officers, tenth to thirteenth, inclusive, 
shall be appointed by the Grand Master. See Amendment 
adopted Sept. 21, 1871.] 


LIKEWISE, 
XVIII. All Grand Commanders. 
XIX. All Past Grand Commanders. 
XX. All Deputy Grand Commanders. 
XXI. All Grand Generalissimos, and 
XXII. All Grand Captains General of each State Grand 
Commandery that acknowledges the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


(2) Each of the individuals above enumerated shall be 
entitled, when present, to one vote in all the proceedings 
of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


LIKEWISE, 
XXIII. The first three officers of each Commandery that 
holds its Charter immediately from the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 


(3) These, or as many of them as may be present at any 
meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
shall be entitled collectively to one vote. 


(4) All officers of the late General Grand Encampment 
shall rank and have all the privileges of members of equal 
rank as provided for herein. 


(5) No person shall be eligible to any office in the Grand 
Encampment of the United States, unless he shall be at the 
time a member of some subordinate commandery under the 
general or immediate jurisdiction of the Grand Encamp- 

~ ment of the United States. 
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Section IJ.—Proxies. 


(1) The first four officers named in Section I. of this 
Article; likewise, the first four officers of all State Grand 
Commanderies ; likewise, the first three officers of all subor- 
dinate chartered commanderies held under the immediate 
jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
may appear and vote by proxy; said proxies being at the 
time of service members of subordinate commanderies, and 
producing properly authenticated certificates of their ap- 
pointment. 


Section III.—Tiruzs. 


(1) The title and designation of the Grand Master of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, is Most Eminent 
Grand Master of Knights Templar. 

That of the Deputy Grand Master, Right Eminent. 

Of the remaining officers of the Grand Encampment, Very 
Eminent. 


Section [V.—MEEtINGs. 


(1) The stated meetings of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States shall occur triennially [on the Second 
(First, amendment Sept. 16, 1859,) Tuesday of September, 
at such places] at such time and place (amendment of Sept. 
3, 1862) as may have been previously designated by the 
standing committee (see Art. Fourth, Sec. IV., Rule 4), and 
approved by the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


(2) Special meetings may be called by the Most Eminent 
Grand Master, at his discretion. And it shall be his duty, 
upon the requisition of the majority of the State Grand 
Commanderies, to him directed in writing, to call special 
meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


(3) The Grand Officers shall hold their respective offices 
until their successors shall be duly elected and installed. 
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(4) At the stated meetings of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, there shall be reviewed and considered 
all the official reports of its officers, and of the State Grand 
and Subordinate Commanderies, under its immediate juris- 
diction, for the preceding three years. 


(5) They shall proceed to elect by ballot the several 
officers of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
save and except a Grand Prelate, Grand Standard Bearer, 
Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Warder, and Grand Captain of 
the Guard, who shall be appointed by the Grand Master, 
to serve during the term of the office of the Grand Master 
making the appointment (see Art. First, Sec. V., Div. 1. 
(2) Amendment Sept. 21, 1871.) 


(6) To adopt such rules and edicts as may be necessary 
for the good of the order. 


(T) To examine the accounts of the Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Recorder. 


(8) To supervise the state and condition of the finances, 
and adopt such measures in relation thereto as may be 
necessary to increase, secure, and preserve the same, and 
also to insure the utmost punctuality on the part of every - 
accounting officer in the safe keeping and paying over the 
funds and property of the Grand Encampment. 


(9) To grant or withhold Warrants, Dispensations, and 
Charters for all new State Grand or Subordinate Command- 
eries (see Art. Second, Sec. I.(1) and Art Three, Sec. I.) (3). 


(10) For good cause, to revoke pre-existing Warrants, 
Charters, or Dispensations. 


(11) To assign the limits of the State Grand Command- 
eries, and settle all controversies that may arise between 
them. 
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(12) And finally, to consider and do all matters and 
things appertaining to the good, well-being, and perpetua- 
tion of the principles of Templar Masonry. 


(13) No business shall be transacted at the called meet- 
ings, save that which was specified in the original sum- 
mons. 


(14) At every meeting, all questions shall be determined 
by a majority of votes, the presiding officer being entitled 
to one vote. In case the vote is equally divided, he has 
the casting vote. 


(15) This Grand Encampment being a legislative body, 
acknowledging no superior, admits an appeal to be taken 
by any member from the decision of the chair on any ques- . 
tion under consideration therein: Provided, however, that 
such appeal shall not be maintained unless two-thirds of 
all the members present shall vote therefor. 


(16) That right is adopted for this Grand Encampment 
alone, and is not to be construed as establishing a prece- 
dent for the guidance of any other Masonic body. 


Section V.—DvutTiEs OF THE OFFICERS. 
Division 1.—The Grand Master. 


(1) It is the prerogative and duty of the Grand Master, 
generally to exercise, as occasion may require, all the rights 
appertaining to his high office, in accordance with the 
usages of Templar Masonry. And as a part thereof, he 
shall have a watchful supervision over all the Commanderies, 
Grand and Subordinate, in the United States, and see that 
all the constitutional enactments, rules and edicts of the 
Grand Encampment are duly and promptly observed. 

And that the dress, work, and discipline of Templar Ma- 
sonry everywhere are uniform. 

Among his special duties and prerogatives are the fol. 
lowing: 

25 
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(2) [To appoint the Prelate and the Grand Captain of the 
Guard, at the triennial meetings of the Grand Encampment. ] 
“To appoint a Grand Prelate, Grand Standard Bearer, 
Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Warder, Grand Captain of 
the Guard, to serve during the term of the office of the Grand 
Master making the appointment.” (See Art. First, Sec. IV. 
(5) ). (Amendment September 21, 1871.) 


(3) To call special meetings of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States. (See Art. First, Sec. IV. (2). 


(4) To visit and preside at any Commandery, Grand or 
Subordinate, in the United States, and give such instruc- 
tion or directions as the good of the order may require, 
always adhering to the ancient landmarks. 


(5) To cause to be executed, and securely to preserve 
and keep, the official bonds and securities of the Grand 
Treasurer and Grand Recorder. (See Art. First, Sec. V. 
Div. 6, (4.) 


(6) To grant letters of dispensation during the recess of 
the Grand Encampment, for the institution of new com- 
manderies (see Art. Third, Sec. I. (4.), such dispensations 
to be in force no longer than the next triennial meeting of 
that body, and promptly to notify the Grand Recorder of 
the issuing of said letters of dispensation. 


(7) To approve and grant warrants during the recess of 
the Grand Encampment for the institution of State Grand 
Commanderies in States, Districts, or Territories, where 
the same have not been heretofore established. (See Art. 
Second, Sec. I. (1.) 


(8) To manage and control the contingent tund. (See 
Art, Fourth, Sec. I. (9) and (10), 


~ 
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2. The Deputy Grand Master. 


(1) The Deputy Grand Master, in the event of the death, 
removal, or physical incompetency of his superior, shall act 
as the Grand Master. At all other times he shall perform 
such duties as may be assigned him by the Grand Encamp- 
ment or the Grand Master. 


3. The Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain General. 


(1) In the absence of their respective superiors, the 
Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain General shall sev- 
erally act as Grand Master, in order, according to rank. 
At all other times they shall perform such duties as may be 
assigned them by the Grand Encampment, or such as are 
traditionally appropriate to their respective stations. 


4. The Grand Treasurer. 


(1) The Grand Treasurer, unless otherwise directed by 
the Grand Encampment, shall invest from time to time all 
such moneys as may come to his hands, belonging to the 
Grand Encampment, over and above the sum of three hun- 
dred dollars, in such way as he may judge most to the 
interest of the Grand Encampment, but subject to call on 
thirty days notice. And the same shall be at his command 
on the first day of September preceding the triennial meet- 
ing of the Grand Encampment. 


(2) He shall render to the Grand Encampment, at its tri- 
ennial meetings, a true and perfect account of his doings 
in this respect, together with an account of all moneys re- 
ceived, the earnings thereon accrued from investments, and 
the amounts disbursed by him during the vacation. 


(3) Likewise, a copy of the same to the Grand Master, 
by the first day of September preceding the triennial meet- 
ing, to the end that the Grand Master may make such sug. 
gestions on account thereof as he may deem necessary. 
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(4) He shall pay all drafts drawn upon the contingent 
fund by the Grand Master. (See Art. Fourth, Sec. I. (9), 
(10.) 


(5) He shall carefully preserve, and render from time to 
time, as ordered, an inventory of all property belonging to 
the Grand Encampment entrusted to his keeping. [Shall 
give bond, &c., see Sec. V., Div. 6, (4.)] 


5 The Grand Recorder. 


(1) The Grand Recorder shall collect and receive all the 
revenues of the Grand Encampment, and pay over the 
amount to the Grand Treasurer whenever it reaches the 
sum of one hundred dollars. (See Amendment Art. Fourth, 

Sec. I. (1), (2.) 


(2) He shall render annually to the Grand Master and to 
the Grand Treasurer copies of his accounts of all moneys 
received and expended by him, — naming the sources from 
which they were received, — bringing up said accounts to 
the first day of September. 


(3) Likewise, to the Grand Encampment, triennially, a 
general account of the same. 


(4) He shall forward to each newly constituted command- 
ery, immediately upon receiving official notice that a dis- 
pensation has issued, a copy of this constitution, together 
with whatever rules and edicts are in force. 


(5) He shall report to the Grand Encampment, on the 
second day of each triennial meeting, the names of those 
commanderies working under the immediate jurisdiction of 
the Grand Encampment which have not complied with the 
requisition (see Art. Third, Sec. IV., Div. 2, (1;) (2,) to fur- 
nish him with its full triennial historical and financial re- 
turns for the use of the Grand Encampment. 
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(6) He shall report annually, on the first day of Septem- 
ber, to the Grand Master, the names of those commanderies 
working under the immediate jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampment which have not complied with the requisition 
(see Art. Third, Sec. IV., Div. 2, (1,) (2,) to furnish him 
with its full annual historical and financial returns for the 
use of the Grand Master. [Shall give bond, &c., see Sec. 
V., Div. 6, (4).] 


(7) He shall open and keep a “ Book of Templar Mason- 
ry,” in which shall be entered, in appropriate columns, the 
following subjects: 


A. A REGISTER OF COMMANDERIES, — to contain 


I. 1. The date of issuing every warrant for a Grand 


Commandery. 


2. The date of issuing every dispensation, and 
' 8. The date of issuing every charter for a subordinate 
commandery, 


Granted by authority of the Grand Encampment since its 
origin (1816). 


II. 1. The roll of officers of the Grand Conclave of the 
Royal, Exalted, Religious and Military Order of Masonic 
Knights Templar in England and Wales (1791). 

2. The roll of (a) Encampments [and Priories], (0b) offi- 
cers, and (c) members, of the “ Provincial Grand Conclave 
of Canada” (1855-67), [and of the “Grand Priory of the 
United Orders of the Temple and the Hospital, for the Do- 
minion of Canada,” 1868- ]. 


B. A REGISTER OF MEMBERSHIP. 


I. 1. The roll of officers of the Grand Encampment, with 
their terms of service, etc., since the origin of the same. 


Il. 1. The roll of (a) officers and (b) members of the 
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Grand Commanderies, terms of service, etc. , from the organ- 


ization of each. 


2. The roll of officers of the subordinate commanderies 
working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment. 


With all the current changes resulting from dimissions, 
suspensions, expulsions, and deaths. 


C. HISTORICAL DATA, 


Tending to lighten up the history of Templar poney. 
in the United States. 


OF GRAND ENCAMPMENT AND COMMANDERIES. 


I. 1. To collect and bind in orderly volumes, a copy of 
all the proceedings of the Grand Encampment since its 
organization. 

II. 1. To collect and bind in orderly volumes, copies 
of all the proceedings of the Grand Commanderies, from 
the organization of each. : 


2. To collect and bind in orderly volumes, copies of the 
by-laws of all the Grand Commanderies. 


3. To collect and bind in an orderly volume, impressions 
of the Seals of all the Grand Commanderies. 
OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES. 


I. 1. To collect and bind in orderly volumes, copies of 
the by-laws of all the subordinate commanderies working 
under the immediate jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment. 


2. To collect and bind in an orderly volume, impressions 
of the seals of each subordinate commandery working under 
the immediate jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment. 


And to make a triennial report of his official acts. 


6. The Remaining Officers. 


(1) The duties of the remaining officers of the Grand 
Encampment are such as are traditionally appropriate to 
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their respective stations, or such as may be assigned them 
by the Grand Encampment. 


(2) The Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, the 
Grand Generalissimo, and the Grand Captain General are 
severally authorized to visit and preside in any command- 
ery of Knights Templar throughout the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Encampment, and to give such instructions and 
directions as the good of the institution may require, always 
adhering to the ancient landmarks. 


(3) In the event of the absence of all the four principal 
officers of the Grand Encampment, the Past Grand officers 
according to rank and seniority of service, shall be em- 
powered to preside. 


(4) The Grand Treasurer and the Grand Recorder shall 
severally give bond and securities, in such form and to 
such an amount—but not less than double the estimated 
triennial receipts by either — as shall from time to time be 
determined by the Grand Master, who shall judge and ap- 
prove the sufficiency of such bonds and securities, and who 
shall keep and preserve the same. 


(5.) Any Grand Officer, save as above excepted, coming 
into the receipt of moneys or property belonging to the 
Grand Encampment, shall forthwith remit the same to the 
Grand Recorder. 


ARTICLE SECOND. 
Of the State Grand Commanderies. 


Section [.—How ConstIiturep. 


(1) Whenever there shall be three or more Subordinate 
Chartered Commanderies instituted or holden under this 
Constitution, in any one State, District, or Territory, in 
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which a Grand Encampment has not been heretofore form- 
ed, a Grand Commandery may be formed, after obtaining 
the approval of the Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 
ment. 


(2) Its jurisdiction shall be the territorial limits in which 
‘it is holden. 


(3) A State Grand Commandery consists of the follow- 
ing members [the first nine of whom shall be elected by 
ballot, and the remaining four officers,— tenth and thir- 
teenth, inclusive, — shall be elected or appointed, as the 
Grand Commandery may direct. Amendment September 22, 
1871): 


I. The Grand Commander. 
II. The Deputy Grand Commander. 
III. The Grand Generalissimo. 
IV. The Grand Captain General. 
V. The Grand Prelate. 
VI. The Grand Senior Warden. 
VII. The Grand Junior Warden. 
‘VIII. The Grand Treasurer. 
IX. The Grand Recorder. 
X. The Grand Standard Bearer. 
XI. The Grand Sword Bearer. 
XII. The Grand Warder, and 
XIII. The Grand Captain of the Guard. 


LIKEWISE, 
XIV. All Past Grand Commanders [and Grand Masters. ] 
XV. All Past Deputy Grand Commanders [and Deputy 

Grand Masters.] 

XVI. All Past Grand Generalissimos, and 

XVII. All Past Grand Captains General of the same 
Grand Commandery, so long as they remain 
members of the Subordinate Commanderies 
under the same territorial jurisdiction, 
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LIKEWISE, 
XVIII. The Commander. 
XIX. The Generalissimo, and 
XX. The Captain General of each Subordinate Com- 
mandery working under the same Grand Com- 
mandery. 


LIKEWISE, 


XXI. All Past Commanders of the Subordinate Com- 
manderies working under the same Grand Com- 
manderies, so long as they remain members of 
Subordinate Commanderies under the same ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction. 


(4) Each of the individuals enumerated in this section 
shall be entitled, when present, to one vote in all the pro- 
ceedings of the State Grand Commandery. 


(5) No person shall be eligible to any office in a State 
Grand Commandery unless he shall be at the time a mem- 
ber of some Subordinate Commandery working under the 
same Grand Commandery. 


(6) The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island is recognized as holding jurisdiction over both those 
States.* 


Section II.—PRroxies. 


(1) Any officer specified in Section I. of this Article, save 
and except Past Commanders, may appear and vote by proxy, 
said proxy being at the time of service a member of the 
same Subordinate Commandery as his principal, and pro- 
ducing a properly authenticated certificate of his appoint- 
ment. 


*Resolved, That the Grand Commandery of Virginia is eae as 
holding jurisdiction over both the State of Virginia and West Virginia, 
Adopted September 22, 1871, 


a6 
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Section IIJ.—Trrues. 
(1) The title and designation of the Grand Commander 
of a State Grand Commandery, is Right Eminent. 
That of Deputy Grand Commander, Very Eminent. 


Of the remaining officers of the Grand Commandery, 
Eminent. 


Section [V.—MEegrines. 


(1) The stated meetings of a State Grand Commandery 
shall occur annually, at such time and place as said Grand 
Commandery in its discretion may direct. 


(2) Special meetings may be called by the Grand Com- 
mander at his discretion. 


(3) The several Grand Officers shall hold their respective 
offices until their successors shall be duly elected and in- 
stalled. 


(4) At the stated meetings of each Grand Commandery 
there shall be reviewed and considered all the official re- 
ports of its officers and of the Subordinate Commanderies 
within its jurisdiction for the preceding year. 


(5) They shall proceed to elect by ballot the several 
officers of the Grand Commandery ; provided, that the Grand 
Standard Bearer, the Grand Sword Bearer, the Grand War- 
der, and the Grand Captain of the Guard, may be elected 
or appointed, as the Grand Commandery may direct. (See 
Art. Second, Sec. 1, (3.) Amendment Sept. 22, 1871. 


(6) To adopt such rules and edicts, subordinate to the 
Constitution of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States as may be necessary for the good of the order. 


(7) To examine the accounts of the Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Recorder. 


(8) To supervise the state and condition of the finances, 
and adopt such measures in relation thereto as may be 
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necessary to increase, secure, and preserve the same, and 
also to insure the utmost punctuality on the part of every 
accounting officer in the safe keeping and paying over the 
funds and property of the Grand Commandery. 


(9) To grant or withhold dispensations and charters for 
all new commanderies. 


(10) For good cause, to revoke any pre-existing charter 
or dispensation. 

(11) To assign the limits of Subordinate Commanderies 
within its own jurisdiction, and settle all controversies that 
may arise between them. 

(12) And finally, to consider and do all matters and 
things appertaining to the good, well-being, and perpetua- 
tion of Templar Masonry, but always subordinate to the 
Grand Encampment of the United States. 


(13) No business shall be transacted at the called meet- 
ings save that which was specified in the original summons. 


(14) At every meeting, all questions shall be determined 
by a majority of votes, the presiding officer, for the time 
being, being entitled to one vote. In case the votes are 
equally divided, he shall also give the casting vote. 


(15) No appeal shall lie to the Grand Commandery from 
the decision of the Grand Commander. 


Section V.— Duties OF THE OFFICERS. 
Division 1.—The Grand Commander. 


(1) The Grand Commander of a State Grand Command- 
ery shall have a watchful supervision over all the Subordi- 
nate Commanderies under his jurisdiction, and see that all 
the constitutional enactments, rules and edicts of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States, and of his own Grand 
Commandery, are duly and promptly observed. 


(2) He shall have the power and authority, during the 
recess of his Grand Commandery, to grant letters of dis- 
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pensation to a competent number of petitioners— nine of 
more, residing within his jurisdiction, and possessing the 
- constitutional qualifications empowering them to form and 
open a commandery. 


(3) Such dispensations to be in force no longer than the 
next annual meeting of his Grand Commandery. 


(4) But no letters of dispensation for constituting a new 
commandery shall be issued, save upon the recommenda- 
tion of the commandery in the same territorial jurisdiction 
nearest the place of the new commandery prayed for. 


(5) He may call special meetings of his Grand Command- 
ery at his discretion. (See Art. Second, Sec. IV. (2). 


(6) [During the recess of his Grand Commandery, he 
may suspend from the functions of his office any officer of 
the Grand or Subordinate Commandery, or arrest the char- 
ter or dispensation of a commandery; but in neither case 
shall such suspension affect the standing in the order of 
such officer, or his membership in the commandery. And 
he shall report his action in full therein to the next 
conclave of the Grand Commandery for its final action.] 
Amendment Sept. 22, 1871. 


(7) He may visit and preside at any commandery within 
the jurisdiction of his Grand Commandery, and give such 
instructions and directions as the good of the order may 
require, but always adhering to the ancient landmarks. 


(8) It is his duty, either in person, or by proxy, to attend 
all meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


2. The Deputy Grand Commander. 


(1) The Deputy Grand Commander, in the event of the 
death, removal, or physical incompetency of his superior, 
shall act as the Grand Commander. At all other times he 
shall perform such other duties as may be assigned him by 
the Grand Commander or the Grand Commandery. 
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(2) It is bis duty, either in person, or by proxy, to attend 
all meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


3. Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain General. 


(1) In the absence of their respective superiors, the 
Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain General shall sev- 
erally act as Grand Commanders, in order, according to 
rank. At all other times they shall perform such duties as 
_ Inay be assigned them by the Grand Commandery, or such 
as are traditionally appropriate to their respective stations. 


(2) It is their duty, either in person, or by proxy to attend 
all meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


4. The Grand Recorder. 


(1) The Grand Recorder shall make an annual communi- 
cation to the Grand Recorder of each of the other Grand 
Commanderies, likewise to the Grand Master and the Grand 
Recorder of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


(2) Said communication to embrace the roll of Grand 
Officers, and such other matters as may conduce to the 
general good of the order. 


(3) [He shall forward to the Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment, on or before the first day in August, of each 
year, the Annual Returns and dues for his Grand Com- 
mandery, as required in the provisions of Art. Fourth, Sec. 
I., (2.)] See amendment IV., 1871. 


(4) He shall also regularly transmit to the Grand Master 
and Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment of the Uni- 
ted States copies of all the by-laws and regulations adop- 
ted by his Grand Commandery. 


(5) The duties of the remaining officers, as well as those 
above specified, shall be such as are traditionally appropri- 
ate to their respective stations, or allotted to them by the 
Grand Commandery, and corresponding as near as may be 
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to those of the corresponding officers of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States. 


(6) In the event of the absence of all four principal 
officers of the Grand Commandery, the Past Grand Officers, 
according to the.rank and seniority of service, shall be 
empowered to preside. 


ARTICLE THIRD. 
Of Subordinate Commandertes. 
Sreection I.—How ConstituTep. 


(1) Each State Grand Commandery shall have exclu- 
sive power to constitute new Commanderies within its juris- 
diction. 


(2) During the recess of the Grand Commandery, the 
Grand Commander shall have the power to grant Letters of 
Dispensation to a competent number of petitioners, nine or 
more, possessing the constitutional qualifications, and re- 
siding within its territorial jurisdiction, empowering them 
to form and open a Commandery for a term of time not 
extending beyond the next stated meeting of the Grand 
Commandery. 


(3) The Grand Encampment of the United States shall 
have exclusive power to constitute new Commanderies 
within any State, District, or Territory, wherein there is 
no State Commandery regularly formed under the autho- 
rity of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


(4) During the recess of the Grand Encampment, the 
Grand Master shall have power to grant Letters of Dis- 
pensation to a competent number of petitioners, nine or 
more, possessing the constitutional qualifications, and re- 
siding within said unappropriated State, District, or Terri-' 
tory, empowering them to form and open a Commandery 
for a term of time not extending beyond the next stated 
meeting of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 
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(5) A Subordinate Commandery consists of the follow- 
ing members :— 


I. The Commander. 
II. The Generalissimo. 
III. The Captain General. 
IV. The Prelate. 
V. The Senior Warden.. 
VI. The Junior Warden. 
VII. The Treasurer. 
VIIT. The Recorder. 
IX. The Standard Bearer. 
X. The Sword Bearer, and 
XI. The Warden. 


LIKEWISE, 


XII. As many members as may be found convenient for 
work and discipline. 


(6) Each of the individuals enumerated in this section 
shall be entitled, when present,.to one vote in the pro- 
ceedings of the Subordinate Commandery. 


Section IJ.—TItwes. 


(1) The title and designation of the Commander of a 
Subordinate Commandery, is Eminent. 


Section I]J.—MeErr1nGs. 


(1) The stated meetings of a Subordinate Commandery 
shall occur at least semi-annually, at such time and place 
as may be specified in the Charter, or designated in the 
By-Laws of the Commandery. 


(2) Special meetings may be called by the Commander 
at his discretion. 

(3) The several officers shall hold their respective offices 
until their successors be duly elected and installed, 
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(4) No business shall be performed at the called meet- 
ings, save that which was specified in the original sum- 
mons. ; 


(5) At every meeting, all questions shall be determined 
by a majority of votes, the presiding officer, for the time 
being, being entitled to one vote. In case the votes are 
equally divided, he shall also give the casting vote. 


(6) No appeal shall lie to the Subordinate Commandery 
from the decision of the Commander. 


Section IV.—DvutTIEs OF THE OFFICERS. 
The Commander. 


(1) The Commander has it in special charge to see that 
the By-Laws of his Commandery are duly observed, as 
well as the Constitution, Rules, and Edicts of the State 
Grand Commandery, and of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States. 


(2) That accurate records are kept and just accounts 
rendered. 

(3) That regular returns are made to the Grand En- 
campment or Commandery, annually, and that the annual 
dues are promptly paid. 

(4) He may call special meetings of his Commandery at 
his discretion. (See Art. Third, Sec. III. (2). 


(5) It is his duty, together with the Generalissimo and 
Captain General, either in person or by proxy, to attend 
all meetings of his Grand Encampment or Commandery. 


The Recorder. 


(1) It shall be the duty of the Recorder of every Sub- 
ordinate Commandery, working under the immediate juris- 
ciction of the Grand Encampment of the United States — 


(2) To report annually to the Grand Recorder of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, up to the first 
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day of August, the Roll of his Officers and Members, and 
the Working Roll of his Commandery. 


And to accompany the same with the amount of dues to 
the Grand Encampment of the United States. (See Art. 
Fourth, Sec. 1. (4). 


(3) For failure herein, the Commandery so offending 
shall be subject to knightly discipline. 


(4) In the event of the absence of all the three principal 
officers of the Commandery, the Past Commanders, accord- 
ing to rank and seniority of service, shall be empowered 
to preside. 


ARTICLE FOURTH. 
Miscellaneous. 
Section I.—Fess, Duss, anp FINANcEs. 


(1) “The State Grand Commanderies, in such manner as 
they may respectively determine, shall annually collect and 
pay to the Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment, an 
amount equal to five cents for each Sir Knight returned as 
a member of their respective Subordinate Commanderies, 
at the meeting of the Grand Commandery preceding Au- 
gust the first in each year. 


(2) “This fund, with the Returns of the Grand Com- 
mandery, as required in Art. Second, Sec. V. Div. 4, (1), 
(2), (3), shall be forwarded to the Grand Recorder of the 
Grand Encampment, on or before the first day of August 
in each year.” Adopted September 22, 1871. 


(3) The fee for instituting a new Commandery shall not 
be less than ninety dollars. 


(4) For every Knight Templar created in any Com- 
mandery, holden by Dispensation or Charter, whilst under 
the immediate jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, there shall be paid two dollars into the 
treasury of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 

a7 
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(5) The Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States shall receive ten dollars as his fee for 
each Charter issued, and five dollars for endorsing, under 
the seal of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
the extension of a Dispensation. 


(6) The State Grand Commanderies, respectively, shall 
possess authority, upon the institution of new Command- 
eries within their respective jurisdictions — 


(1) To require from the several Commanderies within 
their respective jurisdictions, such proportions of the sums 
received by them for conferring the Orders. 


(8) Likewise, such sums, in the form of annual dues 
from their respective members, as may be necessary for 
supporting the Grand Commandery. 


(9) No Subordinate Commandery shall confer the Orders 
of Knighthood for a less sum than twenty dollars. 


(10) There shall be a Contingent Fund of three hundred 
dollars, placed to the credit of the Most Eminent Grand 
Master, on the books of the Grand Treasurer, at the close 
of each triennial session, out of which the Grand Master 
shall reimburse himself for his necessary cash expenses in 
the performance of his constitutional duties, and make a 
triennial report of the same to the Grand Encampment. 


(11) There shall be appropriated at each triennial ses- 
sion of the Grand Encampment of the United States a 
sufficient sum to be used by the Grand Recorder to meet 
the current expenses of the secretariat, of which he shall 
render an account at the succeeding session. 


Section JJ.—GeneraL REGULATIONS. 


Royal Arch Masons only eligible to the Orders. 


Reouiation 1. No Commandery, Grand or Subordinate, 
shall confer the Orders of Knighthood upon any one who 
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is not a regular Royal Arch Mason, according to the re- 
quirements of the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States. 


Order of Succession. 


REGULATION 2. The rule of succession in conferring the 
Orders of Knighthood shall be as follows: 1. The Knight 
of the Red Cross. 2. Knight Templar, [and Knicur or 
Matta,] adopted September 7, 1865. 


Commandery to have Dispensation or Charter. 


ReeuLation 8. Every Commandery working in a State, 
District, or Territory, where there is a Grand Commandery, 
shall have a Dispensation or Charter from said Grand Com- 
mandery. And no Commandery hereafter to be formed or 
opened in such State, District, or Territory, shall be deemed 
legal without such Charter or Dispensation. 


Without Charter, all Templar Communication Forbidden. 


RecuLation 4. All Masonic communication, as a Temp- 
lar, is interdicted between any Commandery working under 
the general or special jurisdiction of this Grand Encamp- 
ment, or any member thereof, and any Commandery or 
member of such, that may be formed, opened, or holden in 
such State, District, or Territory, without such Charter or 
Dispensation. : 


Sojourner not eligible to the Orders. 


Reeu.ation 5. It shall be deemed irregular for any 
Commandery to confer the Orders of Knighthood, or either 
of them, upon any sojourner, whose place of residence is 
within any State, District, or Territory, in which there is 
a Commundery regularly at work, until the consent of the 
Commandery having territorial jurisdiction is first ob- 
tained. 
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Discipline for Violation of Rule 5. 

Recuxation 6. In the event of the violation of this in- 
terdict, the Commandery so offending shall be subject to 
knightly discipline, and be required upon demand, to pay 
over to the Commandery thus defrauded the amount of 
fees received for such admission. 


Vow of Office. 

ReEauLaTion 7. The officers of every Commandery, 
Grand and Subordinate, before entering upon the exercise 
ot their respective offices, shall take the following obliga- 
tion; viz.: “I,(A. B.) do promise and vow that I will sup- 
port and maintain the Constitution of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templar of the United States of America.” 


Proxies may Constitute. 


RecuLation 8. The Grand Master of this Grand En- 
campment may issue his proxy to any Knight Templar in 
regular standing, authorizing him to constitute a Subor- 
dinate Commandery which has received a Charter; and 
any Commandery thus constituted shall be deemed regu- 
larly constituted.* 


[It has been the custom under the regulations, for the 
Grand Master to appoint a present or Past Grand Officer 
to constitute a Grand Commandery which has received his 
Warrant. ] 


Section II].—AMENDMENTS. 


(1) The Grand Encampment shall be competent, upon 
the concurrence of three-fourths of its members present 
at any stated meeting, to revise, amend, and alter this 
Constitution :— 


Provided, one day’s previous notice of such motion to 
amend be given, and a particular time be set to take the 
vote thereon. 


* (Ceremony of Constitution, 1859.) 
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fu all other cases, any proposed amendment shall lay 
over until the next stated meeting of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, when 4 concurring vote of two-thirds shall be neces- 


sary to adopt such alteration, amendment, or revision.] 
Amendment September 17, 1859. 


Section [V.—RvLEs oF ORDER. 
Reading of the Minutes. 


RULE 1.—After the ceremony of opening the Grand En- 
campment, it shall be the duty of the Grand Recorder to 
read the minuies of the last triennial session, unless such 
reading be dispensed with; and at the resumption of busi- 
ness in each successive sitting, the minutes of the preced- 
ing one shall also be read. 


Committee on Credentials. 


Rote 2.—A Committee on Credentials, consisting of 
three Sir Knights, shall be appointed by the Grand Master, 
to report at the opening of the next sitting. 


Reports of Grand Officers. 


Rou e 3.—After the report of this committee, the Grand 
Master, the Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Generalis- 
simo, and the Grand Captain General, will successively 
read the reports of their doings during the preceding three 
years.* 


These reports shall be referred to the Standing Commit- 
tee on the Doings of the Grand Officers, who may recom- 
mend the apportionment of such parts thereof to special, 
or to such other of the standing committees, as they may 
deem necessary. 


at I a ete os in Bee, ee eae eae tree eer 
*The Grand Treasurer, see Art. First, Sec. V. Div. 4, (2), and the Grand 
ecorder, Div. 5, (3), shall render, &c. 
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Standing Committees. 


Rue 4.—The Standing Committees shall be :— 

1. A Committee on the Doings of the Grand Officers. 

2. A Committee on Finance. 

3. A Committee on Dispensations and New Command- 
eries. 

4. A Committee on Unfinished Business. 

5. A Committee on Grievances. 

6. A Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

7. A Committee to designate the place of the next 
Triennial Meeting. 


The report of these committees shall be heard in order, 
except the last one, which shall report on the last day of 
the meetings of the Grand Encampment. 


New Business. 


Rote 5.—While the several committees are preparing 
their reports, the new business may be acted upon; and 
if any subject is brought forward requiring a reference to 
any standing or special committee, it shall be so referred 
forthwith. 

All committees shall make it a point to report as soon as 
convenient after their appointment. 


Speak but once. 


Rue 6.—No Sir Knight shall be allowed to speak more 
than once on the same subject, except to explain the mean- 
ing of some of his remarks, unless it be by the special per- 
mission of the Grand Encampment first obtained. 


Electing Officers. 


Rue 7.—The Grand Encampment shall proceed to the 
election of officers for the ensuing three years, immediately 
after the opening of the first sitting, on Thursday following 
the commencement of the Triennial Meetings. 
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Exemplification of the Work. 


Rue 8.—It shall be the duty of the Grand Master, at 
each Triennial Meeting, if time permit, to cause an ex- 
emplification of the work appertaining to the Orders of 
Knighthood to be exhibited before the Grand Encamp- - 
ment; and also, to correct, officially, all irregularities and 
discrepancies that exist. 


A true and faithful copy of the Constitution 
of the Grand Encampment of Knights Temp- 
lar of the United States of America, with the 

[SEAL.] amendments at the date hereof. Witness my 
official signature and the Seal of the Grand 
Encampment, at Iowa City, this Ist day of 
May, A. D. 1872, A. O. 754. 


ATTEST : THEODORE Sutton Parvin, 
Grand Recorder. 


AMENDMENTS 


To the Constitution of A. D. 1856. 


1859. 
I. (1.) Trae or MEetines. 
(See Amendment III.) 


Article First, Section IV. (1) Strike out the word 
“ Second” and insert “ First,” so as to read, “on the First 
Tuesday of September, uf such places,” &c. 
Adopted September 16, 1859. 


I]. (2.) AMENDMENTS. 


Article Fourth, Section III. (1.) Strike out Section III. 
and insert the following :— 


Section III. (1) “The Grand Encampment shall be 
competent, upon the concurrence of three-fourths of its 
members present at any stated meeting, to revise, amend, 
and alter this Constitution, 

Provided, one day’s previous notice of such motion to 
amend be given, and a particular time be set to take the 
vote thereon. 


“Tn all other cases, any proposed amevdment shall lay 
over until the next stated meeting of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, when a concurring vote of two-thirds shall be 
necessary to adopt such alteration, amendment, or re- 
vision.” 

Adopted September 17, 1859, 

28 
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1862. 
IVI. (1.) Te or Meetines. 
(See Amendment I.) 


Article First, Section IV. (1.) Strike out the words 
“on the First Tuesday of September, at such places,” and in- 
sert the words “ aT SUCH TIME AND PLACE,” so as to read: 


Section IV. (1.) Meetings. “The stated meetings of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States shall occur 
triennially, at such time and place as may have been pre- 
viously designated by the Standing Committee (see Article 
Fourth, Section [V. Rule 4), and approved by the Grand 
Encampment of the United States.” 

Adopted September 3, 1862. 

1865. 
IV. (1.) Succession or ORDERS. 

Article Fourth, Section II. General Regulations 2. Add 
the words “anp Kyicuts oF MaLta” after the words 
“Knights Templar.” Rule 2 reads: 2. The rule of 
succession in conferring the Orders of Knighthood shall 
be as follows :— 

1. Knight of the Red Cross. 2. Knight Templar, and 
Knight of Malta. 

Adopted September 7, 1865. 


1871. 
V. (1.) Dutiss or Granp Master. 


To modify Article First, Section V. Division 1, (2) (speci- 
fying the Duties of the Grand Master), so as to read, after 
the word “ following,” thus: ‘ 

“to appoint a Grand Prelate, Grand Standard Bearer, 
Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Warder, Grand Captain of the 
Guard, to serve during the term of the office of the Grand 
Master making the appointment.” 

Adopted September 21, 1871. 
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VI. (2.) Waat Orricers ELECTED. 


Add to Article Second, Section I. (3) (of the State Grand 
Commanderies,) following the word “members,” in the 
eighth line, the following: 

“The first nine of whom shall be elected by ballot, and 
the remaining four officers, tenth and thirteenth, inclusive, 
shall be elected or appointed, as the Grand Commandery 
may direct.” 

Adopted September 22, 1871. 


VII. (3.) Duties or GRanp COMMANDERS. 


Add to Article Second, Section V. Division 1, (specify- 
ing the Duties of the Grand Commander,) as paragraph (6), 
next immediately before the last, the following: 

“During the recess of his Grand Commandery he may 
suspend from the functions of his office any officer of the 
Grand or Subordinate Commandery, or arrest the Charter 
or Dispensation of a Commandery; but in neither case 
shall such suspension affect the standing in the Order of 
such officer, or his membership in the Commandery. And 
he shall report his action in full therein to the next Con- 
clave of the Grand Commandery for its final action.” 

Adopted September 22, 1871. 


VIII. (4.) Revenve or GRaNnD ENCAMPMENT. 


Add to Article Fourth, Section I. (specifying the “ Fees, 
Dues, and Finances,” as paragraphs (1), (2), the following: 


(1) “The State Grand Commanderies, in such manner as 
’ they’ may respectively determine, shall annually collect 
and pay to the Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment, 
an amount equal to jive cents tor each Sir Knight returned 
as a member of their respective Subordinate Command- 
eries, at the meeting of- the Grand Commandery preceding 
August the first in each year. 


(2) “This fund, with the returns of the Grand Com- 
mandery, as required in Article Second, Section V. Divi- 
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sion 4, (1), (2), (3), shall be forwarded to the Grand Re- 
corder of the Grand Encampment, on or before the first 
day of August in each year. 

Adopted September 22, 1871. 


The amendments of 1871 were promulgated to the Grand 
and Subordinate Commanderies on the 10th day of Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1871, under the following — 


Order No. 2. [*] 


Granp ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR FOR THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 


Sir J. Q. A. FeLLows, M. E. Granp Master. 


To all our Grand Officers, the Grand Commanders of our 
State Grand Commanderies, and the Commanders of Com- 
manderies holding Charters immediately from our Grand 
Encampment— GREETING : 


WuHereas, at a stated meeting of our Grand Encamp- 
ment, held at Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, on the 
22d day of September, A. D. 1871, the following Amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the Grand Encampment hav- 
ing received the concurrence of three-fourths of the mem- 
bers present, were declared adopted, and proclaimed as a 
part of the Constitution, and are now officially promulgated 
as in force for your government and the Sir Knights under 
your respective jurisdictions. 

Done at New Orleans, this 10th day of 
November, A. D. One Thousand Eight 
[SEAL. ] Hundred and Seventy-One. 

By THE GranD Master. 
Attest my hand and the Seal of our Grand 
Encampment, at Iowa City, Iowa, this 10th 

day of November, A. O. 753. 

THEODORE SutTron Parvin, 

Grand Recorder. 


* Order No, 1, relative to the Chicago fire, omitted.—Gr. Rec. 


RULES AND EDICTS 
OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT, 
A. D. 1859, A. D. 1871. 


Among the enumerated powers of the Grand Encamp- 
ment is that “To adopt such Russ and Epicts as may be 
necessary for the good of the Order.” Constitution, Art- 
icle First, Section IV. (6). 

Under this head we present the Rules and Edicts of the 
sessions of 1859, ’62, ’65, ’68, and ’71. 


1859. 
1. (1) Who to Fill Vacancies. 


In case of a vacancy in the office of either Grand Treas- 
urer or Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment, it is 
made the duty of the M. E. Grand Master to fill the va- 
cancy by appointment, and to require bonds of the Sir 
Knight that he may appoint for the faithful performance of 
his duty. (See Article First, Sec. V. Div. 6, (4). 


Adopted September 15th, 1859. 
2. (2) Installation Ceremonies. 


The Grand Encampment approves the “‘ Ceremonies and 
Charges upon Constituting and Dedicating a Commandery, 
and Installing its officers,” and authorizes the same to be 
used in the Commanderies within its jurisdiction as they 
are published in the Appendix to the Proceedings of 1859, 
pages 103-113. 

[These Ceremonies are purposely excluded from this 
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edition, and the reader referred to the Proceedings afore- 
said.—Gr. Rec.]} 
Adopted September 15, 1859. 


3. (3) Burial Service. 

Ordered, That the Burial Service, hereto annexed,* be 
and the same is hereby adopted by the Grand Encamp- 
ment, and the use thereof enjoined upon the Commander- 
eries, Grand and Subordinate, in this jurisdiction. 

[These Ceremonies are excluded, and the reader referred 
to the pages aforesaid.—Gr. REc.] 

Adopted September 16, 1859. 


4, (4) Duty of Subordinate Commanderies. 

At the formation of a State Grand Commandery, it is the 
right as well as the duty, of every Subordinate Command- 
ery in such State, whether Chartered, or Under Dispensa- 
tion, to enroll themselves under such State Grand Com- 
mandery, and respect and obey its laws and regulations. 

Adopted September 17, 1859. 


5. (5) Commanders cannot Resign. 


Resolved, That the Commander of a Chartered Com- 
mandery, when duly installed, cannot resign. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, and adopted 
September 19, 1859.] 


6. (6) Absent Officers to be Installed in their Commanderies. 


Ordered, That such officers-elect of the Grand Encamp- 
ment as may not be present for installation may be installed 
in the several Commanderies to which they belong, and 
that the Recorders of these Commanderies notify the Grand 
Recorder of their installation. 


Adopted September 19, 1859. 


* See Appendix Proceedings 1859, pages 116-126. 
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7. (1) No Distinction of Rank among Grand Commanderies. 


No distinction of rank shall be made among the State 
Grand Commanderies; but the Grand Recorder shall pre- 
pare a Table showing the date of the formation of each 
one now in existence, and all that may be formed hereafter, 
in the order of their formation. 


Adopted September 19, 1859. 


° 


1862. 
8. (1) Templar Costume. 

Ordered, That the Costume as reported by Sir Knight 
Bailey, from the Select Committee on Templar Uniform, be 
agreed to and adopted. 

1862, pages 45-50. This Edict is republished here 
under Order No. 3. 


Resolved, That the Grand Recorder be directed to have 
printed for general distribution, a full description of the 
Uniform as adopted, with suitable wood-cut illustrations 
for the more correct understanding of the several parts of 
the same. 

This Edict, with the Grand Master’s (Fellows) General 
Order No. 3, dated December 30th, A. D. 1871, is here re- 
produced, with the illustrations, to “secure uniformity,” 
and to guard against “ innovation and change,” in the vari- 
ous jurisdictions. 


9. (2) Communicate Officers Elect. 


Resolved, That, for the purpose of securing a more per- 
fect intercourse between the several bodies of Knights 
Templar, the Grand Recorder be requested to communi- 
cate to the several Grand Commanderies and Subordinates 
of this Grand Encampment a list of the presiding or 
other proper officers, who may be addressed for that pur- 


pose. 
Adopted September 3, 1862, 
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10. (3) Publication of Templar Ritual forbidden. 
Resolved, That the Grand Encampment of the United 
States has never, directly or indirectly, authorized the 
publication of any part of the Work or Ritual of Templar 
Masonry, and that any such publication is hereby unequiv- 
ocally condemned. 
Adopted September 3, 1862. 


11. (4) Ritual to be Observed. 


Ordered, That it be enjoined upon all State Grand Com- 
maderies, and Subordinate Commanderies under the juris- 
diction of this Grand Encampment, to use the Ritual, a 
copy of which is in possession of the M. E. Grand Master 
(French), being the same which is in use in the jurisdic- 
tion of Massachusetts and Rhode Island; and that in con- 
ferring the Order of Knight of Malta it should be made as 
much a separate ceremonial as is observed in conferring 
the other Orders of Knighthood. 


Adopted September 4, 1862. 


12. (5) Grand Recorder to procure Blanks. 


Ordered, That the Grand Recorder have prepared such 
blanks and forms as may be necessary in the performance 
of his official business. 


Adopted September 3, 1862. 


13. (6) Sale of Reprint. 


Ordered, That the Grand Recorder be authorized to dis- 
pose of the Republished Proceedings of the Grand En- 
campment from its organization, A. D. 1816, to 1856, 
inclusive, pp. 370, at $1.50 per copy. 

[There are some two hundred copies of this work for 
sale, and which muy be had by application to the Grand 
Recorder. When sent by mail, twenty cents additional 
must accompany the order.—Gr. REc.] 
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1865. 
14. (1) Every Member to Vote, &c. 


Tn voting for admission into the Order, every member 
present should be required to cast his (ball) ballot, or be 
excused therefrom by a vote of the Commandery. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted Sep- 
tember 6, 1865, page 50.] 


1868. 
15. (1) Absent Sir Knights to be informed of Proceedings. 


A Sir Knight who may have been absent from a Con- 
clave has a right to know all the transactions of such 
meeting, whether affecting himself or not. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted Sep- 
_ tember 18, 1868, page 70.] : 


16. (2) Effects of Expulsion of a Knight by a Blue Lodge. 


The forfeiture of good standing resulting from the sus- 
pension or expulsion of a Knight Templar by a Lodge or 
Chapter deprives him of all the rights and privileges he 
had gained, and necessarily degrades him from the Orders 
of Knighthood. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted Sep- 
tember 18, 1868, page 70.] 


17. (3) Status of Knight when Commandery had ceased to 
Exist. 

When a Commandery has ceased to exist, its members 
can join another Commandery upon petition, and certificate 
from the Grand Recorder of the State holding the Charter 
and papers of the Commandery to which he belonged, that 
his standing therein was good when said Commandery 
ceased to exist. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted Sep- 
tember 18, 1868, page 70.] 

29 
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18. (4) Who Eligible to Offices in Grand Encampment. 


No one not an actual member of the Grand Encampment 
should be permitted to hold office therein. 


{Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted Sep- 
tember 18, 1868, page 70.] 


1871. 
19. (1) Title—Knights Templar vs. Knights Templars. 


The Grand Encampment has no authority to determine 
questions of “ historic truth, literary usage, and the philos- 
ophy and grammar of the English language.” 


[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment.] 


20. (2) Deputy Grand Commander may act, dc. 


The Deputy Grand Commander is authorized, under the 
' Constitution, to act in case of the physical incompetency 
of the Grand Commander, although the latter may be in 
the State and not authorizing him to act. 


[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment. ] 


21. (3) When Subordinate Commanderies may appear in 
Public. 


Subordinate Commanderies have no right to appear in 
public as such, without the permission of the Grand Com- 
mandery or Grand Commander, except upon Masonic 
occasions, nor then, if prohibited by the Grand Com- 
mander. 


[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment.] 
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22. (4) Power of Grand Commander to suspend not limited 
to State lines. 


The Grand Commander can suspend any officer from his 
office where the Commandery is outside his jurisdiction as 
if in it. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment. ] 


22. (5) Test Oath. 


_ Wesolved, That hereafter no petition for the Orders of 
Knighthood shall be received by any Subordinate Com- 
mandery unless the applicant shall state therein whether 
he has or has not been previously rejected by any Com- 
mandery. ; 
[Report of Committee on Jurispsudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment. ] 


24. (6) Digest of Templar Law. 


Ordered, That the Grand Master appoint a Special Com- 
mittee to examine all published Decisions of the Grand 
Encampment and of its Grand Masters, and compile a Di- 
gest thereof, to report at the next Triennial Session (at 
New Orleans, December, 1874). Subsequently the Grand 
Master appointed Sir Knights Hopkins, of Pennsylvania, 
Drummond, of Maine, Parvin, of Iowa, Horner, of Louisi- 
ana,‘and English, of Arkansas, said committee. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment. |] 


26. (7) When an Appeal lies to the Grand Encampment 
from a Grand Commandery. 


An appeal from the decision of a State Grand Com- 
mandery lies to the Grand Encampment when the question 
involves a construction of the Constitution, Rules, and 
Edicts of the Grand Encampment, but not where the 
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Decision in question was made under a Rule or Edict of 
the Grand Commandery not in conflict with the Supreme 
Coustitution. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment. ] 


26. (8) South Carolina, action of Grand Master sustained. 


The action of the Grand Master in reference to the 
matter in South Carolina (see pages 47, 48), was legally 
correct, and the committee recommend that it be con- 
firmed by the Grand Encampment. 

[Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted by the 
Grand Encampment.] 


27. (9) Treaty of Comity with Grand Conclave of England 
‘ ordered. 


Ordered, That the Grand Master appoint Commissioners 
to examine the subject of a Treaty of Comity between the 
Grand Conclave of England and Wales and the Grand En- 
campment of the United States, and to reduce to form the 
conditions and stipulations, &c., and submit the same to the 
next Triennial Session. 

[Report of Committee on Foreign Affairs, adopted. ] 


Grand Master Fellows subsequently appointed Sir 
Knights Past Grand Master Gardner, of Massachusetts, 
Simons, of New York, and Blackie, of Tennessee, said 
committee. 


28. (10) Honorary Membership, c&c. 

Resolved, That the M. E. Sir Wm. Stuart, Most Eminent 
and Supreme Grand Master of the Religious and Military 
Order of the Temple in England be made an Honorary 
Member of this Grand Encampment, with the rank and 
title of Past Grand Master. 

[Report of Committee on Foreign Affairs, adopted.] 
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29. (11) Red Cross Knights of Canada. 


Resolved, That the Grand Encampment affirms the Deci- 
sion of the Grand Master (page 82, 102), and recognizes 
Knights of the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross, made 
in Canada, under such authority as may be duly recognized 
there. 

[Report of Committee on Foreign Affairs, adopted. ] 


30. (12) Grand Representatives. 


Resolved, That the Grand Encampment fully approves 
and confirms the Decision of the Grand Master (pages 104 
and 105): 

That a State Grand Commandery has xo right, power, or 
authority to enter into an exchange of Representatives 
with any Masonic authority not under the jurisdiction of 
this Grand Encampment, that power being in the very na- 
ture of things the prerogative of this Grand Encampment, 
which it cannot allow to be set aside. 


[Report of Committee on Foreign Affairs, adopted.] 


31. (13) Memorial of Virginia to withdraw refused. 
Resolved, That the Grand Encampment declines and re- 
fuses to grant the petition of the memorialists from the 
Grand Commandery of Virginia, for a peaceful withdrawal 
of that Grand Commandery from the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States. 
[Report of Special Committee, approved.] 


32. (14) Jurisdiction of Grand Commandery of Virginia 
over West Virginia. 

Resolved, That the Grand Commandery of Virginia is 
recognized as holding jurisdiction over both the States of 
Virginia and West Virginia. 

Adopted September 22, 1871. 


. ERRATA. 
Page 16, line 20, ‘‘ convicts,” should be counts. 


Page 16, line 38 ‘‘ greatness,” should be existence. 


Page 27, line 18, “ heretofore,” should be theretofore. 


